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" Preface

A bright pearl is set on the jade .earth near
Chaohu Lake‘ in the middle part of Anhui Province,
This is Lujiang Alum Mine-—-one of the two famous
alum producing aress in China, and an important key
eaterprise of chemical industry and Anhui Province,

From Zhongzong Period of Tang Dynasty,  alum
has been mined and refined for more than one
thousand yearsinEujiang Alum Mine, Alem production
in-the mine initiated the chemical industry of Auhui
Province and is called “the mother of the chemical
industry in Anhui ¥ Before liberation the alum
workers lived a miserable life, They produced alum
in the wey of manual mining, shoulder carrving and
refining in indigenous methods, working in a poor
condition, The rulers of past dynasties wrung every
ounce of sweat and blood out of the alum workers
by exploiting them cruelly and levying exorbitant
taxes on them_ Till the eve of liberation the old
mine in thousand years presented a scene of devast-
ation ‘and desolation everywhere, The history of the
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alum production in old China was a history full of
vicissitude and hardship, Only for its peculiarly
miraculous functions and wide uses does the alam
product keep its exuberant vitality and exist,

The Communist Party gave the alum productiona
new life, By the end of 1949 the Local State Gon-
gnong Alam Factory had been set up by the Party
and government, In March 1956, after the socialist
transformation to the privately owned- industrial and
commercial enterprises, the Factary as the main body
and other 48 private alum factories were combined
into Lujiang Alum Mine, At the momen? this ente-
tprise had only mork than one hundred thousend yuan
of fixed assets, with fun~down mines, scaiteted wo-
tkshops, simple amd erude equipment, The state
invested in Lujiang Alum Mihe as a major transfor?
mation enterprise, Successively it finished the romake
of the mine and the innovatiof of the alum production
gystem, built auxilidry production instaflations and
Viving wélfare institutions, formed a complete set
between the mine and alum productive ability, adv-
anced the business management to normalization as
well, Through the energetic support of the state and
the hard struggle of the staff and werkers in this
enterprise , the zlum production stepped into the
track of Tealthy development, Subsequently the old
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