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Preface

I am especially pleased to write in support of Professor Wang’s description of British universities for
readers in China.

Professor Wang has been a very welcome resident in Britain over the past few years. We have
admired the zealous way he has made contacts with British academic leaders and followed our
universities as they play an increasingly prominent role in modern society.

The universities described in this book are a personal choice of Professor Wang. Visiting and getting
to know all universities as [ do as Chief Executive of The Higher Education Funding Council In
England, | am particularly aware that every university has a valuable programme to offer students in
Britain and from abroad. Universities seek to identify a distinctive role in teaching, in research and in
the way they interact with business and the community. | am continually struck by the enthusiasm,
energy and innovation apparent in all universities whether long established or recent.

Higher education every where in the world is under examination and change. We in Britain greatly
value the programme of study sensinars and workshops we have with China on policies and practices
of higher education. Such exchanges have greatly increased the understanding between our two
countries but we are conscious how much we are indebted to Professor Wang and his colleagues in the
Chinese embassy in London.
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Preface

I am delighted to have been invited to introduce this guidebook of British Universities for Chinese Postgraduate
students, particularly as 1 still remember with great pleasure my own visit to China in May 1998 to atiend the
centennial celebrations of Peking University.

British higher education offers a wide range study opportunities, and Britain has a long tradition of welcoming students
from overseas and institutions have extensive experience of helping students to settle into their new envirenment.

There are now some 200 higher education establishments in the UK, including over 90 universities, which between
them provide more than 2,000 taught programmes and research options in all subject areas. It has a deserved reputation
for quality, and its postgraduatc qualifications are widely recognised around the world as evidence of academic
achievement. Although the past 10 years have seen a significant expansion in student numbers, many institutions are
smaller and less impersonal than those in other countries. Students will normally have close centact with their teachers,
including one to one supervision for research degrees.

The past two decades have seen a rapid increase in the internationalization of higher education. British universities
play a full part in the i ional intell 1 ity, transmitting knowledge through teaching and adding to
knowledge through research. Mobility amongst students and young researchers is, of course, an essential element in
this process of sharing this pool of knowledge, and 1 am delighted to note that there are currently mere than 2,200
students from China undertaking postgraduate study at British universities.

Oxford’s own links with China date back to the seventeenth century. Yet, our engagement with China, its society and
its cuiture, has never been stronger than today. We have recently established an Institute for Chinese Studies as a focus
for instruction, research, and intellectnal contact among all its members with interests in China, and our rescarch
collaboration with some 10 leading Chinese universities and institutes is continuing. We have alse recently formulated
a framework agreement with Peking University, to further our mutual academic collaboration. Many other British

ies are likewise ing their links with China, and this is because we value the skills and experience
Chinese students and researchers bring to programmes here and the contribution that many will make in the longer
term to the strengthening of links between universities in the UK and China.

So, we look forward to welcoming you to our universities. But it is very important for those wanting to study bhere to
begin to plan well in advance, and to obtain as much information as possible about available courses and meet
application deadlines for funding and admission. I am sure this new guide will help you to make an informed choice
about the opportunities for study in the UK.
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Preface

Cambridge has been a centre for teaching, research and learning for almost 800 years and is as much
at the cutting edge of discovery today as it has always been, building links with industry and business
to make sure that it remains as relevant to the needs of the twentieth century as it was to the twelfth.

Many of the fundamental discoveries which have shaped our views of the World, indeed the Universe,
were made here, from the discovery of the force of gravity by Sir Isaac Newton in 1687 to the
splitting of the atom by Rutherford (1908), the discovery of the structure of DNA by Crick and
Watson (1962) and the development of the Big Bang theory of the origins of the Universe by Martin
Ryle (1974). (The dates are those of their Nobel prizes). But Cambridge is not just a place where great
scientific innovations have been made. It is also the university of politicians and economists like John
Maynard Keynes and of great poets like Milton, Wordsworth, Tennyson — and Hsu Chih-mo.

It is very important to this very international university that those who come here to teach and study
should form a microcosm of the intellectual leaders of their times. We therefore value very highly the
chance to work and study with colleagues from China. We know that these contacts will be very
important to us in keeping us in touch with the world-wide developments which lie ahead in the
twenty-first century.

We also know, like you, what a great pleasure it is to welcome friends who come from afar, Students
and scholars from China have been very welcome colleagues in Cambridge for many years now and
we look forward to increasing our links in the future. I am sure that this book will be an excellent way
of doing so.
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Preface

I am very pleased to have been asked to write a preface to this pook on Britain's top universities and I
am very glad that my university, the University of Nottingham, is featured

Compared with some of Britain's older universities, the University of Nottingham is a relatively
youthful institution. While our roots as a University College go back to 1881, our status as a
university with the right to award our own degrees was conferred in 1948, exactly fifty years ago.

The University of Nottingham has seen remarkable changes in its fifty years. We are now one of
Britain’s top universities whose aspirations are genuincly global. In research terms, only the
universities of Oxford, Cambridge and London recorded more top rated (5 and 5*) internationally
renowned research departments than Nottingham, Nottingham’s record for excellence in teaching is
also well recognised, and is reflected in the fact that we receive more applications per undergraduate
place than any other British University. We are clearly proud of our success and happy to celebrate it
in this, our Golden Jubilee year.

Nottingham colleagues already enjoy collaboration with a growing number of Chinese universities
and through our membership of Universitas 21, together with the universities of Fudan, Peking and
Hong Kong, we hope to see our research links and student exchanges with our Chinese colleagues
EXOW.

It is through such partnerships that we work with Chinese colleagues towards the achievement of
China’s ambitious modernization goals. We have a particular focus on human development through
programmes linking education and employment, for the improvement of general health care and for
the protection of the environment, together with programmes for developing economic and business
capacity. These are fields in which Nottingham has considerable expertise, and which are in line with
the targets identified both by the World Bank and by the UK’s Department for International
Development's recently published China Country Strategy Paper. The University of Nottingham is an
appropriate partner for Chinese higher education in that, like the People’s Republic of China, it
combines youth, vigour and a vision for the future with the strength of tradition and achievement.
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