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Synopsis &3

Synopsis

As the core of common policies in EU, CAP has a long histo-
ry dated back to 1961. It is certainly important to study CAP that
its valuable experiences and lessons can be drawn therefrom, espe-
cially as references to our agricultural and rural development policy
— making in China.

This book, in view of the background on the foundations ,
changes and development of the CAP, studies formation of CAP,
reform of CAP, its rural development policy, financial evaluation
of CAP, impact of the EU eastern enlargement on CAP, policy -
making and interest groups , CAP and WTO, FEuro and its effects
on CAP, agriculture and rural development in UK, and finally
ocomes to conclusions on experiences and lessons of CAP.

The authors argue the EU Common Agricultural policy is on-
ly partially successful. Although in its early years CAP did play a
very important role as far as ensuring the agricultrural production
and its development as well as underpinning EC’s position in agri
— produce trading are concerned, yet it incurred a heavy burden
to the fiscal budget, and cost the consumers very high prices, and
taxed payers very heavy duties. Of cause, EU common agricul-
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tural policy is successful at some stages because it helped greatly
increase agri — supply during the times of its shortage. However,
with continuing price — support policy, especially with prices
much higher than those on international markets before early
1990’ s, EU has turned from an agri — import group to an export
one, with big surplus of major agri — produce. So a series of re-
forms on CAP took place, with the important ones have been in-
troduced since 1992. With all these reforms under way, agri —
price and agri — market policies, the core of CAP’ s four parts,
have changed and been changing a lot. For example. there have
been shifts from market price support to producers income support
as well as the trends to reenforce the structural policies and to sup-
port rural development. In view of the future, EU’ s CAP is

heading for market orientation and challenge facing.
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