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INTRODUCTION

The present work s a concordance 0 Archaeodlogta Siica: Hsiao-t'un (The Yin-Shang Site at
Anyang. Honan). Volume iI. Inscripuions, Fascicle 3: Inksqueezes of the Restored Specimens of inscribed
Tertoise Shells with Annotanons, known widels by the short name or "Ping-pien,” 6 folio vols., by Chang
Ping—ch’dan, pubbshed between 1957 and 1972 by the Institute of History and Philology, Acadernia Sinica,
Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China. This is one of the most important collections of Chinese oracle~bone
inscriptions yet published. Not only were the oracle—bones in this coliection scientifically excavaled but
also, as the tde indicates, they were teassembied by the eapert hands of Chang Ping—ch'itan, who also
provided copious scholarly annowautons. The Ping-pen. 1 believe, will increasingly take on special
significance in future in—depth studies of oracle-bone inscriptions, a< it provides o larger context in which
cach inscription may be considered.

The finds of the inscribed oracle bones made at the Anvang excavabons, which were carried ot
between 192¥ and 1937, were published 1n the Hsigo-t'un scries, specifically in Chig- pien, Yi- pien, and
Ping- pien, by the Academia Sinica. three volumes of which the lasi two contain {indings from 1936 and
19537, The enure corpus consists of over 300 restored plasirons, Many of these are inscribed on both the
obverse and reverse sides, bringing the tolal number of plates to 632, as seen in Ping- pien. The actual
number of plates, however, i3 613, since ninetcen plastrons were later restored more effecively than had
been done earlier. The fuller plastrons were published in their entirety, along with the new plastron and
often with new inscription numbers, in volumes pubiished later than those in which the nineteen plastrons
first appeared. A list of those plastrons is given on p. 654. The total number of inscriptions comes 10 about
17.000 sentences, each sentence usually consisting of between five and ten characters, though quite often
longet. Most of these inscriptions come {rom the so—calied "Period 17 (ca. 1339-1281 B.C., according to
Tung Tso-pin’s periadization). and are therefore the carliest examples of Chinese wriling so far discovered,
pre-dating the earliest known 1exts by approximately 1000 vears. Needless to say, the historical value of
such material is beyond estimation. Through the decipherment of these inscriptions, not only is the
development of the Chinese language, one of the major languages of the world. becoming clearer, but also
the formative stages of Chinese civilization arc coming to be undertsiood in far greater detail than ever
before,

However, the decipherment of these inscriplions preseénts its own peculiar problems, which are
quite different from those encountered in the decipherment of a language writien in a phonetic --
alphabetic or syllabic —— script.  In the case of a phonetic script, when one symbol is known, it can then be
applied to thousands of other words in which it occurs. By contrast, in the case of the Chinese script, a
logographiic character was created for each word more often independently than systeratically, and thus
each word must be deciphered separately. To decipher one word does not unlock the key to the
understanding of a plethora of other words. It is because of this that the use of context in decipherment
assumes such ¢rucial importance. By examining the occurrence of an unknown graph in combination with
comrnoner graphs that have already been deciphered, the area of meaning of the former can be narrowed to
a considerable exient, thus providing an invaluable heuristic aid to decipherment 1t is 1o fill such a need
that the present concordance has been created,

The concordance is based on transcription into modern graphs by Chang Ping-ch’tlan. The
method of compilation is quite simple. A filing system was made in which a space was provided for every
character occurring in the corpus. The characters were arranged accoerding to K'ang- hsi radicals, though
not always consistently, I must point out. In the case of graphs used as both common and proper nouns,
their use as common nouns was put first, followed by their use as proper nouns. In order to facilitate
inclusion in the radical system, as many characters as possible were given modem or pseudo- modem forms
in the heading, as well as in the "Cf." section in the radical index (p. 580 ff.}. Undeciphered graphs which,
nevertheless, contained an element identifiable through a modemn radical were filed under that radical (e.g.,

){( was filed under the radical #9 A_ ). Bone graphs not containing such an element were filed,
as far as possible, according to the sysiem of bone—graph radicals devised by Shima Kumnio in his /nkyo
Bokuf Sond (Tokyo: Kybko Shoin, 1971), pp. 590-601. Certain frequently occurring graphs, such as the
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names of diviners, negatives, alien staies, various ancestors, etc., were also grouped together at the end for
ease of reference {(pp. 439-579). The transcriptions were then photocopied, each page being copied enough
10 enable each sentence 10 be filed under each of its constituent characters. Each photocopy was then
dissected into its constituent sentences, then filed. When this process was complete, the files were emptied
in turn and pasted down on to blank sheets of paper according to the order in which they occur in the
corpus. It was at this stage that the radical index was added. A plin-yin index, which includes a_few
English words, is also provided. What is omitied in this concordance are the characters |} and ﬁ‘ ,
as well as the dating notations with the heavenly stems and earthly branches, since theit inclusion would
take up 100 much space, However, exarnples in which these characters seem umiguely used are included in
this concordance. For some of the other patterns in which they occur, see David N. Keightley, Saurces of
Shang History: The Oracle- Bone Inscriptions of Bronze Age China (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London:
University of California Press, 1978), pp. 1%6-1%7, p. 200, p. 216, pp. 218-220. Since 1 believe that the use
of this concordance is neatly self-explanatory, 1 shall not include a separate guide to it A few words,
however, are in order here: Under the heading of each characier or bone graph, all the inscriptions
containing il are given. They are identified by a number indicating the plastron from which it came and its
position on that plastron. When no plastron number (from 001 10 632) is given, the user is 10 read the
plastron number given eariier. Thus, for example,

523 (1) E RSNV AT k2o — =
Q) M EHEAELAEITFRIL T

means that inscription {2) belongs to plastron 523. A special feature of this concordance, the user may find,
is that in many places, particularly in the radical index (pp. 580~ 614}, 1 have tried o make cross—references
in an attempi better to understand the graphs used in the Ping- pien. The user may also find some of my
own opinions about the interpretation of the meanings of words. They are indicated by such short—hand
notations as slashes, /, which mean "and/ot,"” with an emphasis on "or,” and by equal signs which propose
some possible inerpretations. The commas are 10 be read as "and,” generally indicating Chang
Ping-ch’lan’s treaiment

It may be pointed out by some scholars that the concordance compiled by Shima Kunio (op. cit.) in
some way overlaps with the present work. However, in irying to embrace some sixty~three collections of
inscriptions and still to keep his book within manageable size, he was often forced 10 omit occurreces of
certain graphs and expressions such as grammatical particles and function words, so that one is unable to
make deftnitive statements about their use. This means that many of the inscriptions in the important
corpus upon which the present work is based are not included. Another drawback is that many of those
that are included from this corpus ate referred to according to their location in an imitial publication,
Yi- pien (op. cit.}, which was issued before the fragmenied oracle bones had been reconstrucied by Chang
Ping—ch'an. It thus contains many fragmentary inscriptions which have since been filled in, Considering
the importance of this corpus, it is only right that it should have a concordance which is devoted to it and
which is complete. This will enable any scholar to check the full context of any graph in this collection at a
glance and will also enable him, by consuiting the original work, to check the inscriptions in which that
graph occurs against all the other inscriptions on the same plastton, Chang Ping-ch’lan's copious
annotations, mentioned above, running 1o some quarter—million words, will aid him immensely towards an
accurate understanding of the Ping- pien inscriptions presented here. Another indispensable work which
should be used together with this ¢ne and Chang Ping-ch'itan’s annotations is 1i Hsiac—ting’s Callected
Interpretations of the Oracle- Bone Graphs Chio-ku wen-1zu chi- shih), 8 vols., published also by the
Institute of History and Philology of the Academia Sinica in 1965, a magnum opus Tunning to 4,765 pages
that made it possible for Shima Kunio to omit interpretztion of the oracle-bone graphs in his Inkyo Bokug
Strui (op. cit}

I should like to thank all those who made this concordance possible: Vemon K. Fowler and
Barbara Kong, two graduate students at U.B.C,, who tirelessly worked in the summer of 1983 for meagre
remuneration, and Setsuko Otomo, my sister-in—-law, as well as my wife, Reiko, two unpaid but patient
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workers. In the initial stage, Vernon Fowler directed everything from the veluminous photocopying and
the tedious cutting/pasting work of Chang Ping-ch'tan's ranscriptions to the making of a draft character
index. In the final stage, as 1 was leaming how to use the U.B.C. computer, my colleague, Kenneth E.
Bryant, a Hindi- Urdu scholar and a computer expert, helped me greatly by making programs to create the
Péin~yin index and the list of all plastrons and inscription numbers appearing on each page. The latter list,
in particular, will also enable a scholar, even when he happens not to be able to carry the entire Ping- pien
collection about with him, to find the full context reconstructed by Chang Ping-ch’an. Before the final
computer prini—out was made, the said list also helped me locate many errors. At times, unpredictable
gaps, as well as the addition in odd places of inscriptions, occur in the body of the texts; this is due 10 my
editing. 1 believe, howevet, that the concordance is telatively error-frae, tharks to the use of the computer.
Frank Flynn, a programmer analyst at the UL.B.C. Faculty of Arts Centre for Computing and Data Analysis,
also helped me with the text formn. Ch'en Feng-tzu, an eminent seal-carver, graced not only the entry
headings but also the cover jacket with his calligraphy, (Ail the bone graphs were written by myself) 1
should also like to acknowledge my gratitude 10 my teacher Paul L-M. Serruys, who taught me how to read
oracle~bone inscriptions, and 10 Ting Pang-hsin, Director of the Institute of History and Philology of the
Academia Sinica, a linguist of wideranging interests and expertise. It was they who suggesied that [ publish
this work. Finally, i1 is my pleasant duty to record my gratitude to the U.B.C. Humanities and Social
Sciences Grants Committee for providing me with a research grant and to Professor A.N. Aklujkar, Head of
the Department of Asian Studies, who not only helped me to obtain funds from the Summer Youth
Employment of the B.C. Government but also aliocated some computer dollars to me.
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