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ABSTRACT

The idea of a university demonstrates its nature and orientation,
guiding the development of a university. Based on a survey of historical
studies, present situation and theoretical analyses, this book investigates
the idea of the Chinese modem university.It is divided into five parts:

Part [ ,starting with a question. discusses the concept of the idea of
a university, surveys the current research and examines the problems in
China’ s universities. It highlights the importance and necessity of this
kind of research.

Part I conducts historical studies. It traces the history of the
researches on the idea of a university and provides a detailed analysis of
the intellectual pursuits in the westem universities, China’ s traditional
universities and Peking University, pointing out that the fine ideas of past
universities still have a positive influence on today’ s universities.

Part [l discusses present situation with a review of the ideas of New
China’ s universities, including Huaznong University of Science and
Technology which is a product of New China. An analysis of present
situation helps us understand and construct the idea of the Chinese
modern university.

Part [V treats theoretical study. Firstly, using John*S* Brubacher’ s
idea for reference that there are at least two different philosophies
legitimating the institutions of higher education, one is epistemological ,
the other political, it argues that mationalist and instrumentalist idea of the
university separately are the expressions of the two philosophies, and that
existentialism is a complete reconstruction to philosophy system. Then, it
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discusses, the relationships between the several pairs of elements of the
university, such as humanity and science, transmission and innovation,
adaptation and guidance, academic duty and academic freedom, etc. It
shows that dealing with the pairs of elements dialectically is both the
expression and the pursuit of the university.

Part V conducts constructing and forecasting. It discusses that the
modem university must persist in traditional excellent university spirit,
overstep “ivory tower”, head for diversity. It shows that the modem
university must not only persist in the spirit of the university, becoming
the spiritual home of human being;but also meet with the development of
society , becoming the axial institution in the new time. Finally, it discusses
the diverse orientation of the university, showing that the university must
become knowledge center in the study society.
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