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FOREWORD

Tibetan Buddhism has gained enormous ground in the world during the past few
decades. An ever-increasing number of people developed an interest in it and desire to
study and practice it. In order to inherit and spread the Buddhist doctrine, the Lung-
ngon monastery has invited a renowned painter to make these hundred-odd tangkas.
They are the images of buddhas, bodhisattvas, protectors and god of wealth; besides,
there are images of renowned translators, panditas, mahasiddhas, and founders of
various sects of past ages, especially the gurus of various transmissions of the
Nyingmapa dzogchen(great perfection). Here we publish these tangkas in the form of

picture album. It is a precious treasure and we hope this merit will bring about the

prosperity of Buddhism.

Written by Do Khyentse Hungkar Dorje,
the tenth abbot of the

Golog Lung-ngon Monastery, Qinghai,
at Huangsi Buddhist College, Beijing

on January 24,2001.
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Shakyamuni
Our Teacher, the Sage of the Shakya clan, was born in India and underwent hundreds

of austerities to bring his meditative experience and view to consummation. He was
the first in this human world to attain buddhahood and the first promulgator of the
tradition of the Buddhist teachings. He is the sublime being who opened our eyes with
his enormous compassion and blessings.
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Venerable Maitreya
The venerable Maitreya was invested as the king of the gods in the Tushita heaven by

the Victorious One himself and is the archetypal model for the Mahayana tradition of
the paramita approach. In the future, following the period of the Sage's teachings, he
will turn the wheel of the dharma in this world and demonstrate the deeds of a buddha,
opening the eyes of those to be guided to liberation and so forth. He has mastery over
enlightened activity, such as ensuring that those who have faith in him will be the

foremost of his retinue.
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