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INTRODUCTION

Lying at the key position of the Chengjiang delta, Taihu Lake Region is not
only an agricultural centre, but also one of the most economically flourishing
regions in China with excellent nat ural conditions, and good water and land
facilities, Cities and towns are densely concentrated, while the industrial and
agricultural preduction plays a major part in the country,

Although this region occupies only (.49 of the whole territory and 39 of
the whole population in Chira, its revenue tax which turns over to the nation
amounts to about 1 /6 of the whole country. Hence, its position is of ecenomic
importance in the construction of four mcdernizations’ in this country.

Since the founding of New China, the econemic development both in the
urban and rural areas in this region has made a mighty advance. It is especially
the urban-~rural econcmic system reform for the past ten years that has given a
tremendous impetus to the cause of all construction items, However, this area
has more population as against less land and is in acute shortage of natural
resources, particularly land resources; while as to water resources, despite the
Changjiang River as a guarantee, there is a disequilibrium between the distribu-
tion of water resources and the degree of guarantee in the region proper.
Although more and more irrigation works have been built up in this region and
some improvements have been made in each local area, the threats of drought
and waterlogging are as a whole in tensifying due to the lack of drainage projects.
In agriculture, Taihu Lake Region used to occupy an overwhelming position, but
over the past years, it bas falied to keep .abreast of the fast advances of the
regional economy aand, especially, the grain production is used to pacing up and
down, rising and falling, to which the departments under the central and local
governments have already attached importance. In order to cooperate with the
state to scek a solution of these problems and offer the necessary policy-making
scientific bases, we have made multi-disciplined efforts to carry out researches
on the water-land resources and the prospects of agricultural development in
this lake area and should bring them into line with the state of the Science-
technology Key Tasks of the Sixth Five-Year Plan, which had been completed
and checked before acceptance by the end of 1985. In the process, more and more
data have been accumulated in various branches of learning and more and more
paperson many subjects compiled. This collected works is a part of its typical
accomplishments. Here we have sorted them out and brought'them into publication

for the references and exchanges of the related leadership, the planning and



productive departments, the scientific research institutions and the colleges and

@

universities,

Since this region is mostly under the conditions of the opening to the outside
world, there is a rapid change in economic development, along with the constant
development in the way of exploration and utilization of natursl resources and
conditions. The frequent occurrences of new characteristics and new circumstances
are bourd to bring about the conception inrvovation, This ccllected works reflects
merely the viewpoints within a specific period of time. The rapid develcpment of
the objective reality will test and verify the conclusion we have ccme te. Sirce crrors
and mistakes can hardly be avoided, we are readily to cast what we hsve done as
a lrick to atiract jade, ie. to offer a few commonpiace remarks by way of

intrecducticn so tkat oihers may ccme up with valuable opinicns.

The Editor
June 1987
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