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A Study on the Consciousness of the
Chinese Nationals and Their
Consciousness in Political Participation
Towards the End of the Qing (abstract)

Advanced Chinese designed. towards the end of the Qing
Dynasty, the programme for creating new nationals with a view
to national salvation, They placed their hopes for saving the
country and the nation from utter elimination on the emergence
of a new kind of Chinese nationals with the modern conscious-
ness of rights, duty, responsibility, freedom, equality. indepen-
dence , self-respect, self-confidence , autonomy , esteem for martial
qualities, adventurousness, enterprise, gregariousness, public-
spirit, ete. Along this torturous road for creating the new nation-
als, these people of broad vision set up schools, publi‘:;hed news-
papers, and made use of various artistic media to propagate the
nationals’consciousness, The results were remarkable.

The consciousness of political participation constitutes an
important content of the nationals’ consciousness. Whether or
not the nationals of a nation possess such a consciousness is one
of the key factors deciding whether or not a nation is in a position
to practice democracy. The awakening of the nationals’ con
sciousness towards the end of the Qing contribtted to the emer-
gence of the consciousness of political participation among the
Chinese people. At that time , the practice of local autonomy . the

establishment of the Consultation Bureaus and State Council for
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Political Consultation, and the movement of perition to the
Congress served both as marks of and impetus to the develop
ment of the consciousness of political participation among the
Chinese nationals . contributing to the progress of democracy in
China.

Handicapped by the then conditions in terms of politics, e-
concmy ., education and the quality of the nationals, it was in e
vitable that the development in the nationals’consciousness and
that of political participation was limited . However, develop
ments in these two fields did leave us with a profound historical
significance from which much can be learned; they should not be

neglected.
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