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PREFACE

Over the last 36 years, I have learned several foreign
languages successfully, and recently began studying Chinese
and Japanese. For the past 27 years, I have also been a
teacher of languages and a trainer of language teachers. It
has been my experience that one of the most effective and ef-
ficient ways of learning the spoken variety of languages is to
study increasingly complex conversations. Words and sen-
tences in isolation are easily forgotten, but conversations
usually have a beginning, a development, and an end, and
are much more memorable than odd snippets of language.

Mr. Li’s conversations in this book are all dé_rived from
dialogues that he overheard or participated in, while on a re-
cent study tour from Vancouver to Montreal. He has edited
them somewhat, to concentrate on the many idioms that fill
spoken English, but they are still quite reflective of mod-
ern, conversational, informal English. Because of their re-
cent origin, they are indicative of the way North Americans
speak in the 1990s. Many British English speakers would al-

so use, or at least understand these idioms.



1 am sure that intermediate and advanced level Chinese
learners of English will find this book of dialogues to be a
useful way of increasing their knowledge of idioms. It

should prove to be a bestseller.

Pa2lmer Acheson, Ph. D.

Associate Professor of Applied
Linguistics

Director, Undergraduate Programs

Centre for Teaching English as a
Second Language

Concordia University

Montreal, Quebec., Canada
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