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What I’ll Miss

About China

ERY , N0 EEEs

(%(E)David J. Firestein






ALY AT BMA 3

I will depart China after three and a half years
working here in the Chinese capital. 1 leave with very
strong, mixed feelings. On the one hand, I look for-
ward to being closer to my family and friends back in
the United States. On the other, 1 know 1 will sorely
miss so much about China.

Most importantly, of course, I will miss my many
Chinese friends all across the country. The tremendous
hospitality I have always enjoyed in Chinese homes re-
mains unmatched. I'll miss the generosity and warmth
of my Chinese friends — not to mention® the wonder-
ful food! During the past three and a half years, my
parents have visited me twice and one of my sisters has
come once. They, too, were deeply moved by the kind-
ness of the Chinese people they met. As I leave China,
on my family’s behalf® and on my own: I thank you.

I will miss many things about Beijing. I have often
ridden on the subway and buses and in taxis. Over the
years, I have had countless discussions with people I've
met on the subway or bus or with taxi drivers. I've cer-
tainly enjoyed these conversations and, through them,
learned a lot about China. 1 have discovered that Chi-
nese spend a lot of time thinking about the same kinds of

questions Americans think about, such as how to pro-
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" vide the best educational opportunities for their chil-
dren. I'll miss those conversations, but I'll take the
knowledge I've gained from them back to the United
States to share with my family and friends.

I will also miss the little things that make Beijing
the special place it is: the famous Beijing “hutongs” and
“siheyuan” and the closely-knit communities which in-
habit them; the men and women who sing Peking opera
at Tiantan Park; the Qianmen teahouses; the streetside
barbers who cut hair — and offer advice on all maner of
problems — for a few yuan; the English corners across
the city where I’ve made many friends; and the yellow
“miandi” taxis — and the fearlessness of their drivers.
These and so many other aspects of this great city have
left vivid images in my mind, images which will be im-
possible to forget.

It’s never easy to say goodbye, and for me, this
time it’s harder than most. These three and a half years
have been the most fulfilling of my life, owing in great
measure® to the love and support you, my friends and
readers, have offered me. So it is irenic that now, as 1
prepare to leave, I cannot find the words to express the
depth of my gratitude to all of you.

As I board the plane at Capital Airport, I will look
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back and see a city that is, in many ways, like a home to

me. If a few tears fall, you’ll know why.
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Vocabulary

tremendous adj. RK M, dEHE
vivid adj. £33
fulfilling adj. W R, BEH
ironic adj. W, A B
Notes

@D not to mention: A4, This campus lacks a library wor-
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thy of the name, not to mention athletic facilities. X K%
BAEZFARETWE BN, EHREFRHT

@ on sb’s behalf: fARFE A, BT H A, I'm very grateful for
all the trouble you’re gone to on my behalf. Xt F 4K, B
B — U1, RAE W R,
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The Behavior of
Brazil’s Soccer Fans
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It seems to me that, compared with soccer fans
worldwide, Brazilian fans react to disappointing results
in a more or less average way. Although violent inci-
dents do occur from time to time, these fortunately have
been purely local in character and should not be seen as
representative. Fans in Brazil usually support their teams
with great enthusiasm. Most clubs encourage the organi-
zation of groups of fans who bring their own musical
bands® and banners to the stadium in order to cheer on
the team they favor. Such groups adopt their own
names, have their own leaders and wear their team’s col-
ors to the games. Since they are easily identifiable, the
groups tend to adopt attitudes that will not reflect nega-
tively on the team of their choice.

Traditionally, supporters of one team sit well away
from people rooting for? the other side. Occasionally
fistfights do break out in the grandstands during a game,
but again these are relatively rare incidents, usually of
little consequence. It also happens that small groups of
disgruntled fans may shout less than flattering comments
at players who have not lived up to® their expectations,
or at a referee whose decisions they consider harmful to
their team. Again, such behavior is usually confined

t0® a very small group of people or to individuals and
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cannot be considered typical of the public behavior of
fans in general. Given the passionate excitement that the
game of soccer generates among Brazilians, it must be
said that Brazilian spectators are well behaved overall,
particularly if compared with soccer fans in some other
parts of the world.

Perhaps the best example of sportsmanlike behavior
by the Brazilian public was the reaction of the 220,000
fans who crowded Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro
on 16 July 1950 to watch Brazil play the final game of
the World Cup against underdog Uruguay. A tie would
have given the home team the coveted Jules Rimet Cup.
Brazil scored first, but the Uruguayan team fought
courageously to tie the game and then went on to score
again and become the world champions. Brazilian fans
were understandably heartbroken, but there was never
any sign of disrespect toward the winners or, perhaps
more important, toward the losers.

Brazil’s national team is the only one that has par-
ticipated in the final round of all the World Cups to
date, and has managed to win it four times, always
abroad. Even when they lose, returning players are
greeted with honor back home, and their efforts,
though unsuccessful, are duly recognized by the press
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and the public alike. The most recent World Cup com-
petition is a case in point®: although deeply disappoint-
ed by the performance of their team in the match against
France, Brazilians paid due homage to® their players.
After all, the Brazilian athletes had been able to beat
powerful opponents and win for the sixth time the right
to compete in the World Cup final.

I can only hope we have better luck next time
around, but come what may, the team will be enthusi-
astically supported by all Brazilians. And if China, a ris-
ing force in soccer, is not in the final game, we count

again on@ the support of Chinese fans as well.
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