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Preface

The museum's collection is the heart of the museum's soul. It defines the museum and also
determines how the museum will function. Each collection represents society's wisdom of life, and
the steps toward civilization that has been polished through the years. Because of these unique
characteristics of collections, a museum is able to serve the intellectual needs of the public and
promote the civilization of a country. Only by taking good care of the collections can a museum
conduct its research and exhibits to better serve the public.

In addition to devoting itself to improving the physical standard of living and social stability, the
government understands the importance of the public's intellectual development. With this as a
guiding principle, the government planned the establishment of the National Palace Museum and the
National Museum of History in Taipei in 1955. In the beginning, the National Museum of History
had no collection and had to use replicas in exhibits. After years' of collecting through purchases,
donations, and official transfers, the museum has amassed a collection more than fifty thousand
objects.

According to their different characteristics, the museum's collections are classified into two
categories, art and artifacts. The art has two-dimensional and non-practical features, and it includes
Chinese painting, calligraphy, western painting, woodblock prints, seals, photography, and paper
cutting. The artifacts have three-dimensional and practical features, and they include bronze, pottery
and ceramics, porcelain, currency, jade and stone, metalware, enamel, lacquerware, bamboo and
wood, textiles, bone and ivory, archives, and miscellaneous items. I strongly believe that a museum
must have a catalogue of its collections to serve as a reference so I assigned the Collection and
Preservation Department to take this responsibility. The Art Volume I and The Artifacts Volume 1
have been published last year. As planned, these second volumes of art and artifacts have been
published now to complete the task.

The museum's role as an educator is becoming more and more important. Since the collections are
the fundamental resources for almost all the museum's activities, it will be a great help to have a
catalogue to quickly access and survey the collections. I sincerely hope this catalogue helps the
public better appreciate our cultural heritage and motivate them to learn more about the beautiful
treasures at the National Museum of History.

NS

Dr. Kuang-nan Huang
Director
National Museum of History
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