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HIFXABS :

1 The System of the Federal Government

1.1 Text Translation

The United States is a federal union of 50 states. The District
of Columbia is the seat of the national government. The Constitution
outlines the structure of the national government and specifies its
powers and activities. Other governmental activities are the respon-
sibilities of the individual states, which have their own constitutions
and laws. Within each state are counties; townships, cities and vil-
lages, each of which has its own elective government.

All government in the United States is “of, by and for the peo-
ple.” Members of Congress, the President, state officials, and those
who govern counties and cities are elected by popular vote. Heads of
federal departments are named by the President, and judges are ei-
ther elected directly by the people or are appointed by elected offi-
cials. Voting ballots are unsigned and marked by the voters in pri-
vate booths so that no one else can find out for whom a citizen is vot-
ing. Public officials may be removed from office for failing to per-
form their duties properly as well as for serious violations of law.

When the Constitution was written in 1787, there were only 13
states. The drafters of the Constitution saw that the future might
bring a need for change, so they provided a method of adding a-
mendments. Over the years 26 amendments have been added, but
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the basic document has not been changed. The pattern of govern-
ment planned so long ago for 13 states today meets the needs of 50
states and more than 50 times as many people.

Individual rights and freedom are assured in the Constitution
and are listed in the first 10 amendments called “the Bill of Rights”,
which were added in 1791. They include provisions for freedom of
speech, of the press and of worship; the right of citizens to meet
peacefully; the right to be secure in one’s own home against unrea-
sonable searches and seizure of person or property; and the right of
any person charged with breaking the law to have a speedy trial by a
jury of fellow citizens.

The Constitution divides the powers of the government into
three branches — the Executive, headed by the President; the Leg-
islative, which includes both houses of Congress (the Senate and the
House of Representatives) ; and the Judicial, which is headed by the
Supreme Court. The Constitution limits the powers of each branch
and prevents any one branch from gaining undue power.

The whole system of American government is based on the
principles established in the Constitution and Bill of Rights. The
people believe that the government should provide a framework of

law and order in which they are left free to run their own lives.

1.2 Notes to the Text

(1) District of Columbia : a federal district of the U.S. occupied
by the city of Washington, also known as Washington D. C.
(District of Columbia B4 5 . FA K ERX [ Ni® . KR E
X BD 36 B AR R )

J— 8 J—



(2) Within each state are counties, townships, cities and vil-
lages,... SREARR, ZEM“B"H T, RUKTH”
BT BUX % B 0LH B Los Angeles County HH .

(3) (government)“of, by and for the people” i B #kH (Abra-
ham Lincoln 1809—1865) & 4t 1863 4F 11 A 19 B Get-
tysburg REZ WM F A B L (8 K “Gettysburg Address”), X
H ,of the people % 3 belongs to the people; by the people &
4 run by the people; for the people & works for or serves
the people, X/MEBAERBOTIER“RA (R .RE”
(BB ) o

(4) Congress: the lawmaking body of the United States (41 24F
P E M Parliament) , FL4 BT o

(5) Private booth: a small secluded enclosure for voting at elec-
tions

(6) the Bill of Rights: (¥E){ABIER); (ER)(RAIER)
(1689 EMAMEERR T B I T BN EEMIH). &
BXFRA R FEE, R K.

(7) freedom of speech, the press and of worship, the press: press
BT 10 5B 727 the, 7R newspapers and magazines in general
(often including the news-gathering services of radio and tele-

vision) , SER“HTENL(FR)” Bk (F)7o

1.3 Aids to Translation

(1) The Constitution. . . specifies its powers and activities.
The drafters of the Constitution saw that. . .
The people believe that the government should provide the
framework of law and order. . .
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(2) the right to be secure in one’s own home against unreasonable
searches or seizure of person or property.

FEX A TE B, searches and seizure of person or prop-
erty 38T X I AO P53, B search (v. )F seize #RA
PAH#7 5215 person or property, (M A] E45H— M HFME
o

R, IR ERBRIOGE, ‘HEMEBA S HEE,
“WERR "R E, “EEMBRA SRR E,
HiEXEE, B RBDGERMNBRRE, SHIHE seizure
BB AR DUEE , A 88 IE 78N 25k E X,

seize ( seizure, n. )ZEX BE “take into custody” ¥, 5
person # AL, AR “H) 8 R ", 5 property # B, W4
‘B, XHERATLE EEIBANEENEEB S EFRCA
BAZAHBENRE MEAZLBRENRK,

Al - HE A RRARHIGEE, RIGER AN T E,
X EARMIGERIER X LSRR R —BH, X~ —
WE LR ERFEN, A ABEY,

1.4 Sentence Translation

(1) When a man is over 70, his time of full activities is usually



