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This book provides a general picture of the
development of printing techniques in
ancient China.

The facts and artefacts prove not only that
China invented woodblock printing and clay
movable type, but also that China was the
first country in the world to use wooden
movable type and metal movable type. The
use of two-colour printing began in the Song
Dynasty (960-1279). By the Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1368) it had been used to print books
and further developed into three-colour and
four-colour printing. The colour printing
invented in the Ming Dynasty was the first in
the world. The prints could almost match the
originals and the printed products showed
levels of gradual colourization.

With regard to the printing materials, China
contributed to the use of ink in printing apart
from the use of woodblocks. The fact that
bronze plates were used in the Song Dynasty
indicates that technical problems associated
with printing ink suitable for metal plates
had been solved by then.

The above shows that in the history of
printing, the inventions in China were multi-
faceted and were perfected gradually. These
inventions have contributed enormously (o
human civilization and social progress.
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This book chronicles the glorious history of
printing in China. The illustrations enable readers
to visually and systematically understand the
entire process of printing in ancient China, from
its origin to its later development. Representative
examples of printing form the bulk of the book.
They provide an overview of the styles and
characteristics of printing throughout various
dynasties, including the level of block printing
reached at those times. Historical figures who
have contributed to the history of printing are also
introduced. '
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