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DIRECTOR’S PREFACE

Buddhism found its way east, to China, sometime in the Han period (206 B.C.— 220
AD.). The Latter Han Emperor Ming (r. 58 —76 A.D.) dreamed of a golden man
with a radiant halo around his head, flying in the palace. The Emperor’s advisor, Fu Yi
explained that it must be the Buddha. This is the best known tradition concerning
the introduction of Buddhism into China, Later, Buddhist sttras were brought
to China and translated into Chinese, while Buddhist temples and monasteries appeared
and flourished. During the Six Dynasties period (222 — 589 A.D.) eminent monks appeared
one right after the other, with lofty ideals and an understanding of the philosophy of
Buddhism which grew increasingly profound. By their vision and efforts, Sakyamuni
Buddha’s teachings were widely propagated and accepted.

In tracing back the sources for the many images of all the different Buddhas and
Lohans (Arhats), one must make note of the artist Ts’ao Fu-hsing who massed garment
folds in regular, concentric series, as well as Wu Chien, famous for his simpler, more graceful
style.  Ts’ao painted garments as if the wearer had just emerged from water, while Wu’s
were as if blown by the wind. In the Three Kingdoms period (220 — 280 A.D.), their styles
reigned supreme in the state of Wu. Also, in the biography of Liu Yao in the Wu Kingdom
section of the San kuo chih (Records of the Three Kingdoms), it states:

When Tse Yung, from Tan-yang, became a subordinate of T’ao Ch’ien (132 — 194
A.D.), he sponsored the building of a (Buddhist) temple on a large scale; it contained
a bronze Buddhist figure, gilt, and adorned with silk brocades. There were copper
parasols (on the mast of the stupa) nine high; below was a series of stories and
hallways, and the walk could accommodate more than three thousand people, who

came and would recite Buddhist scriptures together.

This record may be among the earliest evidence of the beginning of casting Buddha images
in China, and it is, certainly, earlier than the work of Ts’ao Fu-hsing and Wu Chien.

After Fu Chien’s Ch’in Dynasty (334 — 394 A.D.), the great Buddhist cave sculptures
began to be carved, on a huge scale, in several different localities. Prominent among them
are Tun-huang, Yiin-kang, Lung-men, and T’ien-lung Shan. Within these caves, there were
stone sculptures as well as molded clay sculptures, carved beams, and wall murals. Buddhist
art in all its forms thrived, none without grandeur and expressiveness. It is a fact, however,
that of all the Buddhist art that was created down through Chinese history, very few were
signed by the artists or craftsmen. Of the host of works which have come down to us,

almost none have a name attached to them. On the other hand, some of the famous names
which are recorded in history, like Yang Hui-chih, Liu Chiu-lang, and Wang Wen

cannot be connected with any surviving works of art. Our knowledge of gilt bronze

Buddhist sculpture is in the same condition.

I come now to the esteemed Mr, Nitta of Japan, who is as reverent toward Buddhism

as he is infatuated with art. He has devoted his energies to the collection of Chinese

gilt bronze Buddhist images from the various historical periods, as well as to those from
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India, Nepal, Korea, Japan, and all the other Buddhist cultures. While his collection is
astounding in its breadth, it is also marvelous in its choice quality. In all there are 218
exquisite objects which are to be exhibited at the National Palace Museum. This loan
exhibition is a particularly remarkable event for us all, and it is my great pleasure to mark
the event with a few words upon the occasion of the opening of the exhibition and the
publication of its record in the form of this catalog. After having seen the Nitta Group
Collection, I cannot help but commending the unflagging energy with which the collection
has been formed, and the strict and unerring standard of quality. |

Ch’in Hsiao-Yi
Director

National Palace Museum, Taipei
Republic of China

October, 1987
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COLLECTOR’S PREFACE

To Lovers of Buddhist Art:

The National Palace Museum of Taipei is vast in scale, its holdings of cultural treasures
extensive. It certainly ranks among the top five museums in the world. Accordingly, since
its founding more than sixty years ago, and after having moved to Taiwan about forty years

ago, it has always exhibited its own pre-eminent collection, with never any need to borrow
from other institutions.

In June of 1985, the Director of the National Palace Museum, the esteemed Mr. Ch’in
Hsiao-yi, was passing through Tokyo on his return from a trip to Europe and America. He
visited and admired the Nitta Group Collection of Buddhist art, and flattered us with a very
high appraisal of its artistic merit. Director Ch’in suggested that it would be a worthy
enterprise to mount an exhibition of the collection at the National Palace Museum. The
esteemed Director’s inspiration and encouragement had a profound effect on me, and moved

me deeply. At the time, inducements and invitations to exhibit our collection were arriving

- g Cormgeages S T T T | e s R & o 0 o

from many different quarters. However, as I listened to Director Ch’in’s sincere and earnest

suggestion, I felt that an exhibition at the National Palace Museum would be an honor

for myself and for the Nitta Group. More than that, I recalled that Taiwan was where I

{ was born, and it had nurtured me as I grew up. It we could stage this exhibition in

.‘. my original native place, Taiwan, I felt it would in some small way repay the debt of
' gratitude I have to my old home. 1If the support of my compatriots could be enlisted,

we could bring some benefit to my fellow-countrymen. At that moment I accepted

the suggestion, and took on the responsibility for the exhibition,

Toward the realization of this exhibition, the great support and energy of Director

Ch’in cannot be emphasized too much. Also the many people inside and outside of the

National Palace Museum who lent their understanding and help for this endeavor, and
the Museum itself which generously marshalled the necessary financial support, are respectfully
and sincerely otfered thanks.

From ancient times down through to the present, Buddhism has tlourished in every
region of East and South Asia. Taiwan is no exception. According to tradition, Buddhist
art originally began to be transmitted from India along with Buddhism itself around the
second century A.D. It is a pity that due to historical and geographic factors, in our old
home, Taiwan, the remains of Buddhist art are by no means extensive. Those in the National
Palace Museum who were aware of this situation, sincerely desired to remedy it by the
exhibition of Chinese Buddhist cultural objects. By arranging as well that the Buddhist art

of other cultures should also be included, this affords the visitor to the exhibition the
opportunity to deepen his understanding of the sources for Chinese Buddhist art and the
paths along which it developed. In terms of temporal scope, the exhibition includes
Ch’ing, Ming, Yian, Sung, and T’ang Dynasty' works of art, as well as some which are even
earlier. The geographic parameters are equally wide, and representative works of the very
early period of Indian art from the Gandhara region are included, as well as of China,

Korea, Japan and every country in the world which produced Buddhist art. One will

I
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discover in the exhibition that none of the works are without significance, and some
represent the profoundest of truths. We sincerely welcome each and every one to come,

with family and friends, and take part in the viewing of this exhibition.
The exhibition is divided into two sections: those works to be on exhibit for six months,

and those on exhibit for one year. The exhibition is of relatively long duration, and we
hope that this will give both our overseas compatriots as well as our foreign friends who
travel to Asia the opportunity to visit the exhibition. Above all, the fact that Taiwan will

be host to this exhibition, is to us the greatest honor.

Nitta Group Collection of Buddhist Art
represented by:

Mr. Muneichi Nitta
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