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Foreword

The purpose of this book The Plants of Shanghai, their Taxonomy and Economics is
not only to provide a ready means for the identification of the species in the flora of the
Shanghai area. In order to meet the needs of the flourishing economics and the gradual ris-
ing of living standards of the citizens of Shanghai, to incorporate recent scientific informa-
tion concerning the utilization and exploitation of economic plants of the city in this book is
an unshirkable duty of us. This has brought forth the edition of the present volume.

This volume is divided into seven parts according to the different uses of plants; orna-
mental and forestry plants, medicinal plants, field crops, vegetables and fruit trees, crop-
land weeds, plants concerned with environmental protection, and plants of seabeaches and
estuaries. This volume provides data on the species name, distribution and information
concerning the production and uses of economic plants in Shanghai based on recent
achievements of interrelated disciplines. The contents are closely integrated with the actu-
al situation of Shanghai, and stress their practicality without departure from scientificity,
systematicness and completeness. It is hoped that this volume will be contributive to the
development of the economics of Shanghai in the following respects;

Flowering Gardening and Forestry. To increase the number of species and variety of
ornamental plants and forest trees, improve their quality, and breed new and fine varieties
with high ornamental or economic value that are easy to propagate and cultivate by con-
ventional as well as by modern breeding techniques. To establish large-scale production
bases of flowering plants. All these to increase exports and economic benifits.

Medicinal Industry. To increase the number of medicinal plant species, to determine
their active chemical components, to increase multiple and rational uses of raw plant mate-
rial and its extractions with the view of exploiting new medicines with great developmental
value and reducing their production costs.

Agriculture. To increase the number of species and new varieties of vegetables, fruit
trees and field crops, to increase yields and improve their quality, to produce a variety of
agricultural products unique to Shanghai, and improve utilization and refined disposition of
Shanghai economic plants.

Protection of Environments. This will contribute to the protection and improvement
of environmental conditions of the city against pollution by using plants acting as monitors
or indicators of environmental pollution and the landscaping of plants adapted well to con-
taminated environments.

Exploitation and Utilization of Plants of Seabeaches and Estuaries. A thorough inves-

tigation of the floristic composition and vegetation of the said area will contribute data for
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the rational exploitation and utilization of the vast territory and to increase more land re-

sources.

Publications on economic plants are frequently monographs or text books. To incor-
porate economic plants into this book, and to compile them according to the flora format,
is a new attempt of us. The authors would appreciate knowing the deficiences of this vol-

ume.

Hsu Pingsheng
(Xu Bingsheng)
Chief Editor

October, 1994
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Part 1 Ornamental and Forestry Plants
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