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Foreword

One of the most important tasks in learning Chinese is the mastery of
Chinese pronunciation. The period of the first twenty or thirty hours to be devot-
ed to pronunciation is the most critical of the whole course. Conscientious work at
the phonetic stage will result in great ease in subsequent command of the lan-
guage. The degree of overall success students achieve in learning Chinese will de-
pend upon the mastery of Chinese pronunciation.

Drills and Quizzes in Mandarin Chinese Pronunciation is designed to pro-
vide the learners an efficient way to master the Mandarin Chinese pronunciation.
The well designed drills and quizzes will engage the students in an active learning
experience. Drills deal with the different needs of students with a Cantonese or
Taiwanese background and those with no Chinese background.

The material is divided into three modules, each with a varying number of
units. The Introduction provides with the general information on Mandarin
Chinese pronunciation in English, students can read the material at home and
save the classroom time for drills. Module One consists of presentations, drills
and quizzes. Module Two and Three consist of drills and quizzes only. The
quizzes are intended for self-testing. They can be used by the instructor for test-
ing purposes in class or in the language lab. All exercises are intended for use with
the accompanying tapes. This is necessary, so that learners can listen and repeat
after a native speaker.

Two other unique features in this material are: the enlarged pronunciation
charts is designed for the instructor to be copied on the transparency film for
classroom teaching. Answer Keys for all quizzes also provided for self-learners and
instructors to check the result quickly.

This material can be used independently, or in conjunction with the CD-
ROM HyperChinese: The Pronunciation Modules, published by Cheng & Tsui
Company, Boston, U.S.A..
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OUTLINE: Mandarin Chinese Pronunciation

INTRODUCTION: The Sounds of Mandarin Chinese

MODULE ONE;  Four Basic Tones and Single-Syllable Words Exercises
Unit I Combinations of Simple Initials with Group-a Finals
1. Simple Initials m n f | with a ai ao an ang Finals
(A) Combinations of Initials m n with o @i Finals
(B) Simple Initials f | with ao an ang Finals
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills
(c) Quizzes
2. Simple Initials b p d t g k h with a ai ao an ang Finals
Contrast Unaspirated b d g and Aspirated p t k & h with a ai ao an
ang Finals
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit I Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with “i”
(A) Contrast Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with “i” Final
(B) The a- ai Contrast
(C) The Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with ao Final
(D) The an - ang Contrast
(a) Presentation
(1) Drills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit Nl Combinations of Simple Initials with Group-0/e Finals
(A) The o - ou -ong Contrast
(B) The e - ei Contrast
(C) The en - eng Contrast
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills
(¢) Quizzes

and Group-@ Finals



Unit IV Combinations of Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with Group-0/e Finals
(A) The Combinations of Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with ou Final
(B) The Combinations of Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with ong Final
(C) The Combinations of Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with e Final
(D) The Combinations of Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with ei Final
(E) The en - eng Contrast
(F) The “i” - e Contrast
(G) The ou - uo Contrast
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit V  Combinations of Simple Initials with Group-i Finals
(A) The i- ia - iao Contrast
(B) The ie - iu Contrast
(C) The an - ang Contrast
(D) The in - ing - ong Contrast
(a) Presentation
(b) Dirills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit VI Combinations of Palatal Initials with Group-i Finals
(A) The Combinations of Palatal Initials with i Final
(B) The ia - iao Contrast
(C) The ie - iu Contrast
(D) The ian - iang Contrast
(E) The in - ing Contrast
(F) The Combinations of Palatal Initials with iong Final
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit VIl Combinations of Simple Initials with Group-u Finals
(A) The Combinations of Simple Initials with u Final
(B) The ua - ua - uai Contrast
(C) The Combinations of Simple Initials with ui Final
(D) The an - ang Contrast
(E) The un - ueng Contrast
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills
(¢) Quizzes



Unit VIIl  Combinations of Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with Group-u Finals
(A) The Combinations of Retroflex and Sibilant Initials with u Final
(B) The ua - uan - uang Contrast
(C) The uo - uai Contrast
(D) The ui - un Contrast
(a) Presentation
(b) Dirills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit IX Combinations of Palatal and n, | Initials with Group-ii Finals
(A) The U - Ge Contrast
(B) The lian - iin Contrast
(a) Presentation
(b) Dirills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit X  Group-r Finals
(A) Suffixed r with Finalsa o e u ng: add r
(B) Suffixed r with Finals ai an en: drop final letter and add r
(C) Suffixed r with Finals i U after consonants: add er
(D) Suffixed r with Finals “i” in un: drop final letter and add er
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills

(¢) Quizzes

MODULE TWQ: Neutral Tone and Two-Syllable Words Exercises
Unit |  Combinations of Four Tones with Neutral Tones
(A) Contrast 1st-Tone with 1st-Tone + Neutral-Tone
(B) Contrast 2nd-Tone with 2nd-Tone + Neutral-Tone
(C) Contrast 3rd-Tone with 3rd-Tone + Neutral-Tone
(D) Contrast 4th-Tone with 4th-Tone + Neutral-Tone
(E) The Tone -Toneless Contrast
(F) Terms That Always Have a Neutral Tone
(a) Presentation
(b) Drills
(¢) Quizzes
Unit I Two-Syllable Tonal Combinations
(A) 1st-Tone + 1st-Tone
(B) 1st-Tone + 2nd-Tone
(C) 1st-Tone + 3rd-Tone



(D) 1st-Tone + 4th-Tone
(E) 2nd-Tone + 1st-Tone
( F) 2nd-Tone + 2nd-Tone
(G) 2nd-Tone + 3rd-Tone
(H) 2nd-Tone + 4th-Tone
( I) 3rd-Tone + 1st-Tone
( J ) 3rd-Tone + 2nd-Tone
(K) 3rd-Tone + 3rd-Tone
(L) 3rd-Tone + 4th-Tone
(M) 4th-Tone + 1st-Tone
(N) 4th-Tone + 2nd-Tone
(O) 4th-Tone + 3rd-Tone
( P) 4th-Tone + 4th-Tone

(a) Presentation

(b) Drills

(¢) Quizzes

MODULE THREE: Sound Discrimination

Unit I; Contrasts of Initials in Two-Syllable Words
(A) The Aspirated p t k h and Unasprited b d g contrast
(B) The h-f Contrast

(C) The I-r-n Contrast
(D) Contrast of Retroflexes zh ch sh and Sibilants Zz ¢ s
(E) Contrast of Retroflexes zh ch sh and Palatals j q x
(a) Drills
(b) Quizzes
Unit I1: Contrasts of Finals in Two-Syllable Words
(A)The i-ii Contrast
(B) The ian-0an Contrast
(C) The ie-ue Contrast
(D) The uan-tiian Contrast
(E) The u-ii Contrast
(F) The n-ng Contrast
(G) The en-eng Contrast
(a) Drills
(b) Quizzes



INTRODUCTION. The Sounds of Mandarin Chinese ™

The syllable in Mandarin Chinese is made up of three parts: an initial, a fi-
nal, and a tone. For example, d@, the d represents the initial, @ the final and*
the tone.

1. There are seven groups of initials:

(1) Simple Initials: mfnl
(2) Voiceless, unaspirated: bdg
(3) Voiceless, aspirated: ptk
(4) Retroflexes: zhchshr
(5) Sibilants: zcs
(6) Palatals: jqx
(7) Velar or uvular: h
2. There are six groups of finals:
(1) Group-a: a an ang ai ao
(2) Group-o/e: 0 e en eng ei ou ong
(3) Group-u: U ua uo uai ui uan un uang ueng
(4) Group-i: i ia igo ie iu ian in iang ing iong
(5) Group-0: U Ue Uan Un

(6) Group-r: final r occurs as part of the syllable er and as a suffix attached to
many of the finals listed in the previous lists.
3. Tones
Tone is the variation of pitch within a syllable. Tones are part of all Chinese
words. Chinese uses tones to distinguish words. Therefore, it is very important
to say the tone of each word correctly. In the Beijing dialect there are four basic

tones and a neutral tone. The following chart illustrate the four basic tones:
, ‘
Pl N\
~ /7 \
/ N\
\. N

ma mother ma numb ma horse ma scold

W = N

— N W e n
— N




Tone Chinese name Description

1st Yinping FH(BZ)F  high-level
2nd Ydangping FH(E%)¥ high-rising
3rd Shangsheng FA(&) low-dipping
4th Qushéng == (&) high-falling

Pitch Svmbol

55: )
35 )
214; )
51: )

These tones vary relatively to the range of the speaker’s voice. They main-

tain their distinctive characteristics whether enunciated by a soprano voice or a

bass voice. The tone mark is placed over a vowel letter:

mad zhi ché fu

If there are three vowels in a syllable, it is written over the middle vowel:
kugi huan chudng gqiang

If there are two vowels, it is placed over the first, unless this is i or u:

gi do é&i ou
ia ié iu
ua ué ui uo

The neutral tone, occurs on stressless syllables and has a pitch entirely deter-

mined by the tones of adjacent syllables. Neutral tones are unmarked in the pre-

sent transcription. The pitch of a neutral syllable after each of the four tones is il-

lustrated by the (*) in the accompanying chart.

feile féile maile maile

flew away getting fat bought it sold it
5 5
4 \ /! ¥ \ 4
3 \\\ / % / \ 3
2 * / ‘\ 2
1 \/ Y1
Half-low after 1st tone feile K(H) T flew away
Middle after 2nd tone féile BT getting fat
Half-high after 3rd tone maile E(H)T bought it
Low after 4th tone maile E£E)T sold it

+  The description of the Sounds of Mandarin Chinese in this book is based on Yuan-ren
Chao (1948). Mandarin Primer. Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University Press and John

DeFrancis (1963). Beginning Chinese. New Haven: Yale University Press.
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MODULE ONE: Four Basic Tones and Single-Syllable Words Exercises

Unit I: Combinations of Simple Initials with Group-@ Finals

1. Simple Initials: mn f |
Group-a Finals: a ai ao an ang

The initials m, n, | and f have the same pronunciation in Chinese as in English.

m as in might
n as in night
f as in fight
I as in light
The Group-a Finals:
a as in father
ai as in aisle
ao like the au in sauerkraut
an as between the an in can and the on in con

ang a as in father plus ng as in sing
The group-a finals can all occur by themselves (that is, without an initial) .

* * % DRILLS * * %

(A) Combinations of Initials m n with @ @i Finals:

(1) a a a a
(2) ma ma mad ma
(3) ai Gi ai ai
(4) nai nai nai nai
(B) Combinations of Initials f | with ao an ang Finals:
(5) @o do do’ ao
(6) lado lao lao ldo
(7) an én an an




Drills Module One

(8) fan fan fan fan
(9) ang ang ang ang
(10) fang fang fang fang
2. Simple Initials: bdg (voiceless, unaspirated)
ptk (voiceless, aspirated)
Velar or uvular: h (voiceless)
Group-a Finals: a ai ao an ang
b like the p in spy (not the b in buy)
o] as in pie, but with a much stronger aspiration
d like t in sty (not like d in die)
t as in tie, but with a much stronger aspiration
g like the k in sky (not like the g in guy)
k as in kite, but with a much stronger aspiration
h like the ch in German nach — that is, much rougher than

English h
¥ x ¥ DRILLS * % %

The Unaspirated b d g - Aspirated p t k and h™ Contrast:

(1) ba & pa
(2) bdo () pdo
(3) da 17 ta %
(4) dang H(#) tang % ()
(5) gan FT(#%) kan &
(6) g&i Z(GZ) kai FF(BE)
(7) ha "
(8) hai
(9) hdo #f
(10) han (%)
(11) hang 77

In Mandarin Chinese, h is unaspirated. But the h pronounced by many American stu-
dents is too weak so that, for example, hu@i cannot be differentiated from wai. For this
reason, this book provides drills that put h together with aspirated initials for practice in or-
der to correct the errors in pronunciation of those students.

10



