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Shorebirds in the Yangtze River Estuary
~ and Hangzhou Bay

Wang Tianhou Qian Gouzhen

abstract

Among birds, shorebirds are less knowen in
China, and this is the first monograph of China
which covers ecological and biological aspects of
shorebirds during the nonbreeding season, focusing
on identification of bird species and age, activity
,patterns, population numerical variation, community
structures and foraging behavior in the Yangtze
River Estuary and Hangzhou Bay.

All of the figures and tables in this book are
illustrated’ with English and the English abstracts

are put into each chapters,
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Chapter One
The Environmental Characters of Yangtze
River Estuary and Hang-zhou Bay

The wader study region covers with Chong-min Is-
land, the southern coastline of Yangtze River Estu-
ary and the whole coastline of Northern Hang-zhou Bay
(N 30deg co min-31 deg 55 min, E 120 deg 45 min-121
deg 55 min ) and 10 important observing stations was
set up along Yangtze River Estuary and Northern Hang-
zhou Bay ( Fig. 1-1). The physical factors in resear—
ching area such as climate conditions, tidal activities,
sediment in different zones and historical changes of
tidalflat were analyzed. It was pointed out that beach
was reclai..ed seriously as the land too small for the
human pOpulat‘ion explosion in the district of Estuary of
Yangtze River ( Tab, 1-2), which interfered with the
structures of wader community,

The biological characters of the tidalflat were an-
alyzed also and the tidalflat was divided into 3-zones
which provided with various conditions for feeding and
roosting waders,

A Algae saline zone, From water edge to the end
of middle tidalflat, The average width of this zone is
about 800 meters, no higher plant grows here, The |

1




