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Preface

This dictionary is # new adaptation of the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of
Current English. Tt has becn specially prepared for those leaming English up to the
Intermediate level.

Learning a language has to be distinguished from studying a language. We become able to
understand and use the mother tongue without using books. If we ever study the mother
tongue, it is likely to be at a time when we have fully leamnt to use 1t,

Language is made up of words (the vocabulary) and of the accepted ways of putting these
words together (the syntax). We learn words and expressions in the mother tongue by
heanng them uscd, egain and agan, in infancy, and always in particular situations. Weare
strongly motivated because we have to communicate. Words may have numerous meanings
for many different situations. It 15 only when we have heard or seen a word repeatedly that
we begin t6 know it. The first step is the identification of the word. The second and more
important step 15 the close association of the word (the symbol) with what it stands for (the
object, concept, etc), When this second stage has been achieved we have learnt the word
We know it. This process of coming to know words 15 universal for the mother tongue
For a foreign language (eg English for a German child) or for a second language (eg English
for 2 Nigerian child in ahome where English is spoken by the family), there are other ways
of identifying words. The equivalent in the mother tongue may be given by the teacher, or
found by the leamer in & bilingual dictionary . BY this means identification is immediate and
can be (but is not always) accurate. This is & fast step only, however. The reaching of
complete association between symbol and what 1s symbolized remains the final aim. Until
the learner can use the words confidently and accurately, untul he has instant recognition and
recall of the word, he does not know it.

A good teacher will use well-tried methods to give the meaning of new words without the
use of the mother tongue. He may use drawings and diagrams. A very competent teachet
may explain a new word by using other words already known. "This is what a monolingusal
dictionary (such as this onc) attempts to do, This is not an easy task and cannot be effective
until the learner is past the beginning stage.

What, then, are the advantages of*a monolingual dictionary such as this, in which English
words are dealt with in English? M%nf@é urage learners 10 think, write and



speak in English only. This may be difficult at first but the rewards are well worth it. Iris the
more natural way of acquiring competence in a language. As soon as a leamcr. has the
confidence to read simple English sentences, he can use a monolinguel dictionary if it
provides simple definitions and notes to help him to usc the vocabulary in context

A bilingua) dictionary has some claims to uscfulness. There are some words for which th'ere
1s usually a clear and unambiguous equivalent (fulip, panther, chisel, valve). But there ar
thoysands of words with no exact equivalent, which, even when defined clearly nee;
examples before they are fully known. A word in isolation is a dead word. It cofnes'm lif
when it occurs in a sentence, There are hundreds of verbs for which patterns mus; be lcamte
Setis a short and easy-looking verb but if you look up setin thisdictionary you willfind lha;
it has several meanings, that it is used in several sentence patterns, that it combines with
adverbs and prepositions in meanings far removed from the simple usege of *The sun setsin
the west’. These phrasal verbs, set about/back/down/out, etc all need illustrative phrases or
sentences to show the meaning. In this dictionary the illustrative phrases and sentences help
the learnet to become familiar with words in their normal contexts. He may know that the
verb sever means ‘cut’. He must learn, from secing examples the contexts in which severis
correct. We do noi ‘sever meat at meals’ but our government may ‘sever diplomatic
selations with a neighbouring country’.

Remember, there are very few real synonyms in English. Small bilingual dictionaries which
give equivalents can encourage errors. A good monolingual dictionary such asthisone will
Bot.

English nouns, if they stand for objects that can be counted, have plural forms (one box,
many boxes). There are some nouns which are not used in the plural. We distinguish
belween machine and machinery, poem and poetry, (simple enough), but nouns such as
hair, furnitureand newsare not sosimple. Hairisnotusually used as a plural so we say *She
has besutiful hair’, But an elderly person may have ‘a few white hairs’. In some languages
the equivalents of these words may have plural forms when they do not in English. News
appears to be plural, but is singular - ‘Is there any news of him?’. This dictionary provides
desailed guidance.

The learner may think that because a bilingual dictionary provides a quick and apparently
complete answer to problems of word meanings he need not vse 8 good monolingual
dictionary. If he can be encouraged touse this dictionary systematically, he will soon see its
sdvantages.

London 1978 -A S Homby
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Sampla entrles
phonetic transcription

- for each headword
word-division | acicu racy|/ ®kjarasy/[AlU] exaciness, oi-

rectness. 1 part of speech

baby /heibt/ n (C) (pl-les) 1 very young
child [She has a '~-"boy/ girl | Which of
you 15 The ~ (= The youngest Tgmben) of | examples of usage
the family "2 |(s])lgul, sweetheart, {with stress-marks
‘baby-face(d], (of an adul) (having 8) | where necessary)

style marker|

simple definitions |

special arrapgement
of phrasal verbs
Parentheses () show
where words may be
omitted.

Obliques /show
where

alternative words
may be used.

youthful face

beby ‘grand, small grand piano

‘baby hood, state, period, of being ababy.
‘haby ish, of, like 2 baby* ~ish behaviour

“baby minder. [woman paid 10 jook aiter a
baby for Jong peniads, (¢g while the mother
1s out working)

baby siiter, person pald o ook 4
baby for & short fune, (e g while the patents
are at the cmema) Heace, baby-sit w[—tE]_-l

burst? Mast/ vi,v (pt,pp~) (For uses with
adverbial particles and prepositions. © 9
below )
[ & (uses with adverbial particles and prep=
osiiions).
buist in (on/upon), (a) intermupt: He ~ in
on our conversasion. (b) appear or aruve
suddenly.
burst into, (a) send out suddenly; break out
into The coat fell in the fire and ~ into
flames (b} ~ nto tears/laughter/song, eic,
suddenly begin to cry/laugh, etc. ~ info
blossom, begin to bloom.
burst out laughing/crying, suddenly begin

itregular tenses with

phonttic transcription

cross teference to
other words

i—" penny.|Co_pennyii]]

L to laugh/ery.

comy-ment /koment/ u_C,Ul opinIon given I
briefly 1n speech or writing sbout an event,
ot _tn explanation or cnticism [ Have you any

[~sio make on my story7[3 Vi SI¥C OPIGiOns
'~ On GA ¢530Y

know' /nan/ v¢ 1[(pt knew /mpu|[US_nb/.|
pp ~n /noun/) [T have in the muad as the

| Piersene

resull Gf eXpericace w

pretty /pon/ ad)f-ler, -iestl] 1 pleasing and
attractive withous béing beauiful or magmf-
wenty @ ~ gl garden/picturespiace of
music 2{ine, good* A ~ mess you've made
of 1t'3 (rnformal) targe wm amount or extenk

doubled consonants

countable/uncountable
uses of nouns

example sentences
showing currentusage

American English
pronunciations

| comparative and

superlative forms of
adjectives

idiomatic expressions
in bold ype



Hoadwords

Compounds

Derlvatives

idiomatic
aexpressions

Phrasal’
verbs

The arrangement of the entries

Headwords are printed in bold type:

fact faction factor

The bold dot (-) in the headword shows where the word may be
divided in written English. It is usual to divide a word when it needs
more space than is left at the end of a line.

facsimdle false-hood

Where two headwords have the same spelling they are numbered:
fan! /imn/ n ’

fan? /ten/ vi,vi

Compounds (whether written as one word, with a hyphen or as two
separate words ere printed in boid type aftter the entry for the first word
of the compound as 2 sub-group: '
fam. lly fMeml/ n

family neame = surname

family planning, (use of birth control,

tontraceptives, for) planning the sumber of

children, intervals between births, etc in a

family

hmily. tree, geaealogical chart.

Derlvetives follow the headword entry in the ‘ume way:
fa-nstic /fa'netk/ n

fa-natically /fanetkly adv
fa-naticlam /f:‘nztmzm/ n [U] excessive
enthusiasm; {C] instance of this,

Idiomatic expressions are included at the end of the appropriate
definition and are printed in boid itafic type:

gain? /gem/ vt,vi goin time, improve one's

chances by delaying som , making

excuses, etc, gllnlhcupporhmd be

victorious.

Phrasal verbs are printed in boid /telic type before the appropriate
definition:
gain? /gem/ vi,vi... 4 gainon/upon,(a) get

closer to (a person or thing pursued): ~ on

the other runnersina race, (b) go faster than,

get further in advance of: ~ on one’s

pursuers,
Some verbs, such as be, bring, come, get, go, make, take, axe used
with a variety of prepositions and adverbial particles to form special
expressions. These combinations are given as a separate section at the
end of the entry for the verb and are listed in alphabetical order:

close? /klouz/ vi.vi
8 (uses with advcrbtal particles and

repositions);
eloaa down, () (of afactory, business, etc)
» shut completely, (b) (of a
bmudcastmg station) stop transmitting: The



Nouns

Irregular
forms

Doubled
consonants

time is just after midnight and we are sow

closing down. Hence, close-down n

shcb.. In, the days are closing in, 3emns
orter.

clozo In on/upon, (a) envelop' Darkmess

~.d in on us (b) come near(er) and attack:

The enemy ~d in on us.

Note the usc of parenthescs ( ) and obliques / in idiomatie
expressions and phrasal verbs.

The parentheses surround words which can be omitted when using the
expression in a sentence

fall? /is)/ vi,vt fall flat {on one’s face), . . .
look? /lvk/ vi
fook

The oblique 1s used to give optional words n an expression*

fate /fert/ vt be fated to/that,

fashion /fxfon/ n . come into/go out of fashion,

Noun entries are marked [C]. {U), or [C,U]

{C1 means that the noun has a singular and a plural form 1t can be used
with a, an, another and with numbers Nouns used in these ways are
countable. i

{U] means that the noun does not have a plural form It 15 used with
some, alot of, enough, etc. Nouns used in these ways are uncountable
[C.U] means that the noun can be used as either countable or
uncountable

Adjectives times have comparative ot superlative forms by the
addition of -r, -st; -er, -est, or -ier, -iest The dictionary will tell you
when this 1s possible by printing these endings in parentheses at the
beginning of the entry

blue' lu/ adj (-r, -st)

deep' /dip/ adjl-er, -est)

funny /fany/ adj (-ler, -lest)

A few adjectives have special comparative and superlative forms
go0d? /gud/ adj{better, best)

bad /bred/ adj (worse, worst)

Whenever the forms of a verb (past participle, present participle, past
tense) are irregular, these forms are given at the beginning of anentry
in parentheses’

fall2 siol/ vi,vt (pl tell /fel/, pp ~en SMdlen/)

lose /luz/ v,vi (pt,pp lost flost US lost)

fry /tray/ vi,vi (3rd person sing pres ienst fries, pt.pp tried)

Many verbs that end in a single consonant have this letter repeated to
make the past participle or the present participle. Some adjectives
repeat the last consonant 1n the same way. The Dictionary shows this
by printing the ending in parentheses:

flap? /fiep/ vi,vi (-pp-)

sad /amd/ adj {-der, -dest)



Pronunclstion

Speaking and writing good Enaglish is not only a problem of
grammatical correctness. The word or expression must be right for the
patticular context. Entries are marked formal, informal, slang, dated,
etc to help you.

Often, the Dictionary will tell you which word is more usual-

8l /onl/ n (dated informal) = girl

veflant /velwat/ adf brave (the usual word).

American variants for spelling, pronunciation and meaning are shown
by US before the information

Bachheadwotdmddedvnﬁvehunphonqicnpellingoﬁhewo«l
immediately sfter the ordinary spelling Phonetic spelling 1s 2 way of
writing 50 that one symbol always represents only one sound. By
learning the symbols you will be able to pronounce the words in the
Dictionary. A list of the phonetic symbols used 1n this Dictionary is
printed on the inside cover for casy reference

When 8 word has more than one syllable, one of them is pronounced
with more force than the rest This 18 called stress and the syllable
which is stressed is shown with a stress-mark // before 1t in the
Dictionary. In longer words, other syllables may also be pronounced
with more force than the rest but this stress is not as strong as those
marked /°/. The stress-mark /'/ is used to show this So, /*/ 1s used to
mark the primary stressand /'/ 18 used to mark the secondary stress:
falsi-fi-cation /folsifr'kesfon/

famlharity fo'milr ety

Stress-marks are also given for compounds and expressions whenever
this information is useful:

fancy ‘free

‘god a'bout

#n ‘sny case

‘take sb ‘down a peg or two

The pronunciations recommended are those which research has shown
are Ine most common and the most useful for those learning English If
English people around you repeatedly use a pronunciation not given
here, either discuss the choice with them or join them in their usage A
patticular difference is the omission of /o/ sounds in words.
particularly from the endings Spoken English has speeded up during
the last thirty years with the effect of reducing such endings as /-bal/,
/-3, /-fom/, |-ons/ (as in able, coastal, musical, civil, station,
appearance).

You should 2im to use these shorter pronunciations as your familanty
and confidence with spoken English increases. The Oxford Advanced
Learner's Dictionary of Current English gives these shorter forms.



Symbols and abbreviations used

abbr abbreviation

adj adjective

adv adverb

(anat) snatomy

(astron) astronomy

(o] countable noun
(chem) chemistry

(C of E) Church of England
(comm) commerce

cony conjunction

eg For example
esp especially
(fig)  figurative

(Fr)  French

(GB) British

(geom) geometry

1e in other words
) Itahan

(maths) mathematics
(med) medicine
(mi))  mubtary
(myth) mythology

(naut)

noun

nautical
Proprietary name
plural

past participle
preposition
pronoun

past tense

Roman Catholicism
somebody
singular
something
uncountable noun’
American

verb intransitive
verb transitive
look at (cross-
reference)

taboo

shows a change in
the part of speech
1n an entry



Aa

A, 8 /e1] (plA'8, 8 s/’elz/) the first letter of
the English alphabet.
A1 /'et “wan/ (a) (of ships) first class. (b}
{informal) excellent: feeling Al, in excel-
tent health.
a? /3 strong form: ei/, an /an strong form:
mn/ indefinite article (an is used before a
vowel) 1 one (but no particular one): [ have
a pen (pl = some pens). Have you a pen (pl
= any pens)? I said >a train was coming,
not “the train. 2 (used when speaking or
writing about number, quantity, groups,
etc): a lot of money; a litle more; a few
books; half o dozen; half an hour; a friend of
mine, one of my friends. (Note: When
several objects, etc are parts of & known
group, the indefinite article is not repeated:
a knife and fork.) 3 each: 60 miles an hour;
twice a week; 20p o metre. 4 that which is
called; every: A horse is an animal (p} =
Horses are animals). § another; one like:
He thinks he is a Napoleon.
aback /y’bzk/ adv be ‘taken a'back, be
suddenly surprised or upset.
abacus /zbakas/ n [C) (pl ~es or ~Ci
 ['ebasay/) frame with beads or balls sliding
on 1ods, for teaching numbers to children, or
(still in East Asia) for calculating.
abaft /o'baft US: o'bzft/ adv, prep (naus)
a1, in, toward, behind, the stern half of a
ship .
aban-don' /o*bzndon/ n [U) careless free-
dom without thinking of the consequences or
of convention.
aban.don? />bandan/ vt 1 go away from,
not intending to return to: The order was
given to ~ ship, for all on board to leave the
(sinking) ship. He ~ed his wife and child. 2
give up; stop: They ~ed the game because
of rain. 3 abandon oneself to, allow
oneself to feel, act, etc because of necessity,
extreme emotion, etc: He ~ed himself to
despair.
sben-doned adj (a) immoral; having no
shame: an ~ed girl. (b} left or deserted
{with no intention to return ‘or reclaim): an
~ed car/wife.
sban-don-ment n[U)
abase /bers/ vt abase onekelf, (formal)
lawer oneself in dignity or respect.
ohaso-ment nlU)
ed />bzf/ adj
embarrassed or ashamed. .
abs#te /rber/ vi,vi 1 (of winds, storms,
flaods, pain, etc) make or become less: The
ship sailed when the sorm ~d. 2 (legal)
bring to an end: We must ~ the smoke mui-

(formal) | very

A/ablding

sance in our big cities

abate-ment n (U] abating; decrease.
ab-attolr Szbatwa(r) US: 'ebatwat/ a[C})

slaughter-house (for cattle, sheep, etc).
ab-bess /xbes US: “abis/ s [C) woman

. (Mother Superion) at the head of a convent

of nunnery

ab-bey /‘:ebl/ niC) (pt~s) 1 building(s) in
which monks or nuns live as a community in
the service of God. 2 the community.

ab-bot /=bat/ n [C} man (Father Superiory
at the head of an abbey or monastery.

ab-brevi-ate /2'brivient/ vt shorten (a word,
title, etc): ~ January to Jan.

ah.brevi-ation /o'brivitesfss/ n 1 (Ul
abbreviating or being abbreviated. 2 IC]
shortened form (esp of a word).

ABC /'e1 bi “sif n the alphabet. as easy as
ABC, very easy.

ab-di-cate /&bdikent/ vt,vi 1 surrender or
renounce a high office, control or responsi-
bility. 2 give up the throne: King Edward
Vil ~d in 1936.

ab-di-ca-tion /zbdrikerfan/ n 1 [U] abdi-
cating. 2 {C} instance of this.

ab-do-men /zbdemsn/ n [C] 1 part of the
body that includes the stomach and bowels.
2 last of the three divisions of an inseet.
spider, etc.

ab.domi-nal peb'dommsl/ adj in, of, for,
the abdomen: ~ pains.

ab.duct /=b'dakt/ vt take or lead (esp a
woman or child) away unlawfully, by force
or fraud. > kidnap.

- gh-duction /zb dakfan/ n[C,U}

abeam /o'bim/ adv (naus) on a line at &
right angle to the length of a ship or aircraft.

ab-ar-ra-tlon /'zba‘teifan/ a 1 (U] (usually
fig) tuming away from what is expected,
normal or right: stealing something in a
moment of ~. 2 [C] instance of this; defect:
an ~ in the computer.

abet /3‘bet/ v (~tt-) abet (In), (legal) help
or encourage {(in vice, crime). sid and sbet
sh, (legal) help him to do wrong.

ahsy-ance /o*betans/ n (U] condition of not
being in force or in use for a time. be In
abeyance, suspended, e g until more infor-
maticn is obtained. fall/go into abeyance,
{legal) (of a law, rule, custom, etc) be sus-
t nded; be no longer observed,

ab-hor /ab‘ho(r)/ vt {-re-) (formal) think of
with hatred and disgust: ~ cruely to both
children and animale.

sh-hor.rence /sb'horons US: ~*har-/ n {U)
(formal) hatred and disgust: hold something
in ~orence.

sb-hor-rent - /ob'horant US: -‘hor~/ adj
(formal) hateful; cxusmg horror.

abide /5baid/ v1,vi 1 ablde by, (formal) be
faithful to; keep: ~ by a promise/decision.
2 cannot/cant/coukdn’t ablde, cannoy/
could not tolerate; hate(d): She can’t ~ that

man.
ab?d-!nﬂ Ja‘bardiny adj (liter) lasting.



ability /about

abillty /3'bilati/ n (pl-ies) ¥ [U] (possible)
capacity or power (to do something physical
or mental). to the best of my abifity, &3
well as I can. 2 [U] cleverness; intelligence:
a man of great ~. 3 {C] mental power;
talent: a man of many abilities.
ab.Ject f=bdsokt/ adj (formal) 1 (of condi-
tions) poor; miserable: living in ~ poverty.
2 (of a person, his behaviour) disliked or
thought to be worthless because cowardly or
undigniﬁeda; an ~ apology.

abjectdy adv

ablaze /o'blerz/ adj, adv (formal) 1 on fire:
The whole building was soon ~, 2 (fig)
shining; bright; excited: The streéts were ~.
with lights.

able /cibol/ adf 1 be able to do sth, have
the power, means or o%portunity: Will you
be ~ to come? & can?, could. 2 {-r, -st)
clever; capable; having or showing know-
ledge or skill: an ~- lawyer/speech; the
~st/most ~ man I know.
‘eble-"bodied adjphysically strong.

~able (also -ible) /-3bsl/ suffix 1 (noun +
~ = adj) showing qualities of: fashionable;
responsible. 2 (verb + ~ = adj) that can
be, fit to be: eatable; reducible.
~ably, -bly adv

eb-lutions /s>blufsriz/ n pl ceremonial
washing of the hands or the body, esp as an
act of religion.

ably /eibli/ advin an able manner.

ab-nor-mal /'zbnomsl/ adj different from
what is normal, ordinary or expetied.
abnor-mally /-mali/ adv

ab-nor-meltty /ebno*melat/ (U] quality
of being abnormal; [C] (pl -1es) thing that is
abnormal.

aboard />'bsd/ adv, prep on, in; onto or
into 2 ship, aircraft, or (US) a train or
motor-coach: It’s time to go ~. All ~.! Wel-
come ~!

ubode /a'bovd/ n of/with no fixod ~,

(le%al) having no permanent home.

abolish /a*bolif/ vt put an end to, do away
with, eg war, slavery, an old custom.

ebolltion /'zbs‘lifsn/ n [U] abolishing or
being abolished (csp used, in the 18th and
19th centuries, of Negro slavery).
abokition-ist /-1st/ n [C] (esp) person who
wished to abolish Negro slavery.

A-bomb /e1 bom/ rc> atomic.

abom:-in-able />*bominsbsl/ adj 1 causing
hatred and disgust. 2 (informal) unpleasant;
bad: ~ weather/food.
abom-in-ably /-abli/ adv

abom-in-ate />*bommert/ v11 (formal) feel
hatred or disgust for. 2 (informal) dislike.

abom-in-ation /o'bomi™netfon/ n (formal)
1 [U] horror and disgust: hold something in
abomination. 2 [C] something that arouses
horror and disgust. -

abo-rig-nal /'zba'ndsonsl/ adj (of people.
living oreatures, eic) belonging to, existing
in, & region from earliest times, of from the

2

time when the region was first known. 0 »
(C] earliest inhabitant, plant, etc of a region.

Abo-rigdne /'ebs‘nidsons/ n [C] Australian
sboriginal person.

the abo-rig-ines /'zba'ndymiz/ the aborigi-
nal inhabitants.

abort /a'bst/ vt,vi 1 come to nothing; can-
cel: ~ a space mission, eg because of
mechanical trouble. 2 give birth to an
undeveloped foetus.

abortion /a%bsfan/ n 1 {U] (legal) expul-
sion of the foetus from the womb during the
first 28 weeks of pregnancy; helping or
causing this. 2 [C] instance of this: have an
illegal ~.

shortlondst /-1st/, persan, "who brings
about an abortion; person who favours and
supports legal abortion.

abort-ive />'botrv/ adj unsuccessful: an ~
rebellion,

abortively adv

sbound /o'baund/ vi have, exist, in great
numbers ot quantities: The river ~.s with
fish. Fish ~ in the river.

about® /a'baut/ adv of degree a little more
or less than; a little before or after: ~ as
high as that tree; for ~ three miles; ~ six
o'clock; on or ~ the fifth of May. >
exactly, just3(5). be about time..., (infor-
mal) time to do something immediately: It's
~- time you stopped being so rude. be about
It/the size of It, (informal) be how I assess
it, how I see it.

about? />bavt/ adverbial particle 1 (used
with verbs of movement) here and there, in
no particular direction: The children were
rushing ~. The boys were climbing ~ on
the rocks. 2 (used with other verbs, showing
position, etc): There were books lying ~ on
the floor. 3 (used with be): There was no
dne ~, no one to be seen. be (out andi
about again, able to get out, work, etc after
an illness. be up and about, out of bed and
active. 4 bring sth about, <> bring(s).
come about, > come(13). § facing round;
in the opposite direction: It’s the wrong way
~, A~ turn! (GB), A~ face! (US), (mil
commands} tumn round to face the other way.
(do sth) turn and turn about,c> turn '(4),
a'bout-‘face viturn and face the other way.
o n [C) complete reversal of opinions, efc:
He did a complete ~-face!

about? />'baut/ prep 1 (used with verbs of
movement) here and there, in no particular
direction: walking ~ the town; travelling ~
the world. 2 (used with other verbs showing
position, state, etc): idle men standing ~
street corners; books and papers lying ~ the
room. 3 near to: I dropped the key some-
where ~ here. 4 concerning; regarding; in
connection with: He is careless ~ his perso-
nal appearance. What do you know ~ him?
Tell me all ~ it. How/What about. .., (used
to ask for information, to make a suggestion
or to get a person’s opinion): How ~ going



1o France for our holidays? B concemed or
occupied with: And while you're ~ it...,
while you'se doing that... go/set about
sth, deal with it: Do you know how to go ~
117 6 sound (the usual word); the fields ~
Oxford. She hung ~ his shoulders. 7 be
about to + Inf, be just going to (do some-
thing): As I was (just) ~ to say, when you
lnterrupted me... He was ~ to start.

above' /3*bAv/ adv 1 at a higher point;
overhead; on high: My bedroom is just ~, A
voice from ~ shouted a welcome. 2 carlier
(in a book, article, etc): As I mentioned/
stated~ ... .
a'bove-‘board adv without deceiving;
honourably. o adj frank; open(8), o> under-
hand.
a'bove-‘mentioned/-‘named adj men-
tioned/named earlier in this book, article,
list, ete.

ahove? /a'bav/ prep 1 higher than: The sun
rose ~ the horizon. The water came ~ our
knees. We were flying ~ the clouds. (Note:
Compare: We flew over/acrossthe Sahara.)
2 greater in number, price, weight, etc: The
temperature. has been ~ the average
recently. It weighs ~ ten tons. Applicants
must be ~ the age of 21. 3 more than.
above all, more than anything else. over
and above, in addition to. 4 too great,
good, difficult, etc for: If you want fo learn,
you must not be ~ asking (= not be too
proud to ask) questions. He is ~ decelt, docs
not practise deceit. 5 out of reach of
(because too great, good, etc): His conduct
has always been ~ reproach/suspicion. 6
(various uses): the waterfall ~ (= up stream
from) the bridge.

ab-ra-ca-dabra /'zbroke’dzebrs/ n [U)
word used to encourage magic.

ab-ra-sion /o'breigon/ a 1 U] rubbing,
scraping, or wearing off. 2 (C] area where
something has been worn or scraped away:
an ~ of the skin.

ab-ras-lve /> breisiv/ 1 [C,U] substance (eg
emery) used for rubbing or grinding down
surfaces. 0 adj 1 causing abrasion. 2 (fig)
harsh, rough: an ~ voice/character.

abreast /s‘brest/ adv (of persons, ships,
etc) on a level, side by side, and facing the
same way: walking three ~; warships in line
~. ba/keep abreast (of/with), up to date:
keep ~ of the news.

abridge />*brids/ vt make shorter, esp by
using fewer words: an ~d edition of ‘David
Copperfield’.
sbdge-ment, abridg-ment n (U] abridg-
ing; [C] thing, e g a book, that is abridged.
abroad /o'brad/ adv 1 in or 10 a foreign
country or countries; away from one’s own
country: be/go/live/iravel ~; visitors who
have come from ~. 2 (dated) far and wide;
everywhere: There’s a rumour ~ that...,
People are saying that...

abrupt /'brapt/ adf 1 unexpectedly sud-

above/absorb

den: The road is full of ~ turns. 2 (of
speech, writing, behaviour) rough; bad.
tempered; unfriendly: sound ~ on the tele

phone. 3 (of a slope) steep. .

abruptly adv

abruptness n (U]

ab.scess /zbses/ n [C] collection of thick
yellowish-white liquid (called pus) formed
in a cavity in the body: ~-es on the gurrs.

ab-scond /ob'skond/ vigo away, suddenly,
secretly, and aware of having done wrong,
espto avoid arrest.

ab-sence /zbsons/ n 1 [Ul being away: He
met her during his ~ in America, while he
was there. In the ~ of the Manager (=
While he is away) Mr X is in charge of the
business. leave of absence, > leave(1). 2
[C] occasion or period of being away: after
an ~ of three months. 3 (U] non-exisience:
in the ~ of definite information.

ab.sent! /f=bsant/ adf 1 ebsent from, not
present at: ~ from school/work. 2 lost in
thought; having onc's attention elsewhere:
When I spoke to him he looked at me inan ~
way but did not answer.

‘absant-‘minded /"mamndid/ adj so deep or
far away in thought that one is unaware of
what one is doing, what is happening, etc.
absent-mindedy adv
absent-minded-ness n(U}

ab-sent? /ab'sent/ v1 (formal) stay away
(from): Why did you ~ yourself from school

esterday?

a ntee /'zbson'ti/ n [C] person who is
absent, eg a landlord who lives away from
his property: (attrib) ~ landladies.
absenteeism /-1zm/ n(U) frequent failure
to be present, eg the practice of often being
away from work without a satisfactory
reason.

ab-go-lute /=bsolut/ adj 1 complete; pera
fect: When giving evidence in a law court,
we must tell the ~ truth. 2 unlimited; having
complete power: An ~ ruler need not ask
anyone for permission to do anything. 3
real; undoubted: It is an ~ fact. Do you have
~ proof of his guilt?
‘absolute ‘zero, lowest temperature
theoretically possible, = -273-15°C.

ab.sol-uta-ly /zbsslutli/ adv 1 completely:
~ impossible; ~ right. 2 urconditionally:
He refused ~. 8 /'zbsa"lutli/ (informal) (in
answer to a question, or as a comment) ]
agree; certainly.

ab-so-lutism /'zbse*lutizm/ n [U) (polit-
ics) despotism.

ab-solution /zbsa'lufan/ n (Ul (RC
Church) freeing from consequences of sin:

rant ~ from sin.

ab-solve /sbzolv/ vt absolve (froin),
declare free (from sin, guilt, a promise,
duty, etc): I~ you from all blame/from your
VOWS.

ab-sorb /ab'ssb/ vt 1 1ake or suck in, eg &
liquid, heat, light, 2 (fig) gain knowledge,

3



absorbent/accent

etc: The clever boy ~ed all the knowledge
his teachers could give him, 3 use up a great
deal of the attention, interest or time of: He
is completely ~ed in his work.

eb-sorb.ent /3bzabant/ adj able to absorb:
~ cotton-wool. 0 n[C] absorbent material.

ab-sorp-tion /ab*sopfan/ n{u) absorbing or
being absorbed: Complete ~ in sport
interferred with his studies.

ab-staln /ab'stem/ vi hold oneself back: His
dogtor told him to ~ from beer and wine. At
the last election he ~ed (from voting).
ab-atainer, person who abstains.

'total ‘abstainer, person who never takes
aicoholic drinks.

ab.steml-ous /sb'stimees/ adj sparing or
moderate, esp in taking food and drink.
ab-stami-ously adv

ab-steml-ousness nfu)

ab-sten-tion /sb'stenfan/ n (U] abstaining,
esp not using one's vote at an election, etc;
[C) instance of this: six votes for, three
against and two ~s.

ab-stlnence /ebstmens/ n[U] abstaining,
eg l"i:'om food, enjoyment and esp aleoholi¢
drink.

'tq‘nzl ‘abstinence, not taking any alcoholic

drink.

ab-stract! /ebstrakt/ adj thought of sepa-
rately from facts, objects or particular exam~
ples: A flower is beauriful, but beauty itself
is ~. In the abstract, regarded in an ideal
or theoretical way.
‘abstract ‘art, art which does not represent
objects, scenes, ¢i¢ in an obvious way.
‘abstract ‘moun, (gram) one that is the
name of a quality or state, eg length, good-
ness, virtue.

ab.stract? /ab'straekt/ vitake out; separate:
~ metal from ore.

ab-stract?d /zbstraekt/ n [C) short account,
e g of the chief points of a piece of writing, a
book, speech, ctc.

ab-stracted /ob'strzkted/ adj not paying
attention,
ab-gtract-ad-ly adv

ab.gtraction /ob'strekfon/ n 1 [U)
abstracting or being sbstracted, 2 (U]
absent-mindedness: in a moment of ~. 3 [C]
idea of a quality apart from its material
accompaniments: Don’s lose yourself in ~s,
Keep a firm hold on reality. 4 (U] formation
of such an idea or ideas.

ab-struse /sb'strus/ adj (formal) whose
meaning or answer is hidden or difficult to
understand.
ab.struse-ly adv
ab-struse-ness n (U]

ab-surd /ab'sad -‘23d/ adj unteasonsble;
foolish; ridiculous: What an ~ suggestion!
ab-surdity n [C] (pl ~ies) 1 [U) state of
being absurd. 2 [C] absurd act or statement.
ab-surd-ty adv

abun-dance /a'bandons/ n [U] 1 great
smount: food and drink in ~, 2 an abun-
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c:'anco of, mor¢ than enough: an ~ of good

things.

abun-dant /s‘bandant/ adj more than
enough; plentiful: We have ~ proof of his

uilt.

abuse' /3‘bjus/ n 1 [U] wrong use; (C]
instance of this: an ~ of trust. Z IC] unjust
custom or practice that has become estab~
lished. 3 [U] angry or violent attack in
words; bad language; cursing: shower ~ on
somebody.

abuse? /5'bjuz/ vi 1 make a bad or wrong
use of: Don't ~ the confidence they have
placed in you. 2 say severe, cruel or unjust
things to or about a person.

abusbve /o'bjustv/ adj using, containing,
curses: ~ language.
abusively adv

abysmal /5'b1zms)/ adj (esp fig and infor-
maf) extreme: ~ ignorance.
abys-mally adv

abyss /o'bis/ n[C) (pl ~es) 1 hole so deep
as to appear bottomless; hell. 2 deepest
degree: (fig) the ~ of despair.

aca-demic /'zks"demik/ adj 1 of teaching,
studying; of schools, colleges, etc; schol-
arly, literary or classical {contrasted with
technical or scientific): ~ subjects; the ~
year. 2 too concerned with theory and not
sufficiently practical:, The question is ~, is
of no practical importance. 0 n1C} profes-
sional scholar.
academic freedom, liberty to teach and to
discuss problems without outside eg
Government, interference.
aca-deml-cally /-kli/ adv

aca-dem-ician /s'kzda'mifan US: ‘ekods-
‘mifon/ n [C] member of an academy, ¢ g of
the Royal Academy of Arts.

acad-emy /okadomi/ n [C) (pl -ies) 1
schoo! for higher learning, usually for a spe-
cial purpose: a ‘naval/military ~; an ~ of
music.

ac.cede /ak'sid/ vi (formal) 1 agree, egtoa
request. 2 take or succeed to (a position of
authority).

ac-cel-er-ate /ok'selarert/ wt,vi 1 increase
the speed of; cause 10 move faster or happen
earlier. 2 (of a motion or process) become
faster.

ac-col-er-ator /ak'selsrents(r)/ n [C] 1 dev-
ice, eg the pedal in a car, for controling
speed. 2 (physics) device for accelerating
particles or nuclei.

accent! ,zksont US: ‘sksent/ n [C) 1
force when speaking (by means of stress or
intonation) given to a syllable: In the word
‘today’ the ~ is on the second syllable. 2
mark or symbol used in writing and printing
to show a vowel sound or syllabic stress. o>
acute, circumflex and grave3, 3 [C, some-
times U] individual, local or national way of
pronouncing: speaking English with a
foreign ~. 4 (informal) emphasis given to
one aspect of a display, performance;etc: At



this year's Motor Show the ~ ls on sports

cars.
ac-cont? /ek'sent/ vt 1 pronounce with an
accent(3). 2 put emphasis on (a syllable or

word). :
ac-con-tu-ate /ok'sentfvert/ vi give more
force ot importance to.
ac-capt /oksept/ vf,vi 1 (agree t0) teceive
(something offered): ~ a gift/an invitation,
2 agree; recognize: approve: I ~ that the
change may take some time. It is an ~ed
truth/fact, It is something that everyone
believes. 3 take responsibility for: ~
delivery of gocds.

acceptable /-sbsl/ adj worth accepting;
welcome: if this proposal Is ~able to you.
ac-copt-ance /ok'septans/ n{U] 1 accepting
or l:leing accepted. 2 approval (the usual
word).
ac-c9ess /"zkses/ a[U] 1 way (in) to a place;
The only ~ to the farmhouse is across the
fields. 2 access to, right, opportunity or
means of reaching, using or approaching:
Students must have ~ to good books.
ac-cess-ible /ok'sesobsl/ adj able to be
reached, used, visited, influenced, cic: a
collection of paintings not ~ible to the
general public.

ac-cessi-bility /ok'sesi*bilott/ iU}
8c-cos$s-ary /ok'sessri/ a (C (pl -les), adf
(US = accessory{1)) (legal) person who
helps in any act, esp a crime. aeccessary
before/after the fact, > fact(1).
ac-ces-sion /zk'sefon/ n 1 [U] reaching a
rank, position or state: the Queen’s ~ 1o the
throne. 2 [C,U} (formal) (an) addition; (an)
increase: recent ~s to the school library.
ac-cess-ory /ok'sesar/ n[C) (pl-les) 1 =
accessary. 2 thing that is extra, helpfui,
useful, but not an essential part of: the
accessories of a bicycle, eg the lamp, a

pump.
ecchdent /zksidant/ n 1 [C] something
that happens without a cause that can be seen
at once, usually something unfortunate and
undesirable: He was killed in a “car ~.
Accidents will heppen, (proverb) Some
unfortunate events must be accepted as ine-
vitable. &> prone. 2 [U] chance; fate. by
aeccldent, by chance: We met by ~.

* prone, frequently involved in
accidents

ac-cl-den-tal /'=ksi*dentsl/ adj happening
unexpectedly and by chance: an ~ meering
with a friend.
ac-chden-talty /-tol1/ adv

aoclaim /a'kleim/ vt 1 welcome with shouts
of approval; applaud loudly: ~ the winner of
a race; ~ him as a greas actor. 2 make a
person a ruler: They ~ed him King. o n[U)

lause; approval: The film received great

crisical ~,

sc-cla-mation /ekls‘meifon/ n (U] (for-
mal) loud and enthusiastic approval-of &
proposal, etc; elecred/carried by ~

accent/according

acclimatdze /oklammstarz/ ve,vi 1 get
(oneself, animals, plants, etc) used to a new
climate. 2 (fig) get used to a new environ-
ment, new conditions, etc: You will soon
become ~d. '
accl-matdaation /o'klamstarzerfsn US:
-t1'z-/ n[U]

ac-col-ade /zkalerd US: '=ka‘lerd/ n(C] %
granting of a knighthood by a tap on the
shoulder with the flat of a sword. 2 (fig)
praise; approval.

ac-com-mo-date />‘'komadert/ vt 1 have,
provide, lodging for: This hotel can ~ 600
guests. 2 (formal) change a plan so that it
fits with something else: I will ~ my plans to
yours.

ac-com-mo-dating /s‘komoderty/ adj
willing to do things to please others; easy to
deal with,

&c-com-mo-da-tion /s'koms‘deifan/ n (U)
(GB) fumished or unfumished room(s), eg
in a flat, hotel, ete: Hotel ~ was scarce dur-
ing the Olympic Games.

ac-com-pani-ment />*kampnmmoant/ n [C)
1 thing that naturally or often goes with
another thing: Disease Is often an ~ of fam-
ine. 2 (music) (usually) instrumental part to
go with a voice, choir or solo instrument: g
song with a piano ~.

ac-com-pan-st /a*kamponist/ »{C] person
who accompanies a musician.

ac-com-pany /a‘kampni/ vt (pt,pp -led) 1
go with: He was accompanied by his secre-
tary. 2 occur or do at the same time as: fever
accompanying a heedache. 8 (music) play
an accompaniment(2) to.

ac-com-plice />'kamplis US:3'kom-/ a(C)
helper .or companjon (in doing something
illegal).

ac-com-plish /s*kamphf US: o'kom-/ vt
suc:eed in doing; finish successfully: ~ a
task.
ac-com-plished adj well trained; skilled: an
~ed dancer.

ac-com-plish-ment /s‘kamplifmont US:
a%kom-/ n (formal) 1 {U] completion; fin-
ishing: the ~ment of their aims. 2 [C] thing
well done or successfully completed; skill.

accord! /a'kod/ n {U] of one's own
accord, without being asked or forced; wil-
lingly. In/out of accord (with), agreeing/
not agreeing with. with one accord, every-
body agreeing.

ac-cord? /o'kad/ vi,vt 1 be in agreement or
harmony: His behkaviour does not ~ with his
principles. 2 (formal) give; grant: He was
~ed a warm welcome,

ac-cord-ance />'kadans/ n in accordance
with, in agreement with; as is expected of:
in ~ with your wiskes/the regulations.,

accord-ing />°kodwy/ according to, prep
1 on the authority of: A~ rto the Bible,
God created the world in six days. 2 in
proportion to: He will be punished ~- to the
seriousness of kis crime. 3 in a manaer

&



accordion /acid

consistent with: The books are arranged on
the shelves ~ to subjects.
ac-cord-ing-ly advfor that reason.
ac-cord-fon />'kadian/ n [C] portable mus-
ical instrument ‘with a box of air, metal reeds’
and a'keyboard.
ac-cost /a'kost US: o'kost/ vt go up to and
speak to first, esp a stranger in a public
place: Iwas ~ed by a beggar.
ac-count' /3kaunt/ n 1 [C] (commerce)
statement of money (to be} paid or received
(for goods, services, etc): I have an ~ with
the Midland Bank, keep my money with this
Bank. open an secount; open a bank/
post office, etc account, start to keep one's
money at a bank, etc. settle one's account
{with), (8) pay what one owes. (b) (fig) do
something to get revenge for an injury, etc.
square/balance accounts (with sb), (a)
receive or pay the difference between debit
and credit. (b} (fig) end a quarrel, etc. by
giving or taking punishment. > current(3),
deposit’(1), joint?, private{1}) and
save'(2). 2 [C] counting; calculation: He is
quick at ~s, can do arithmetic quickly. 3 [U]
benefit; profit. etum/put sth to {good)
gccount, use money, abilities, talent, eic
profitebly. 4 give a good seccount of
oneself, do well; act in @ way that brings
credit. 6 {C) repost; description: Don’t
always believe newspaper ~s of events. by
cne’s own account, eccording to what one
says onesell. byAfrom all accounts,
gccording to what everybody, all the papers,
etc. say. 6 [U) take sth into account; take
sccount of sth, nole or consider if; pay
attention to it. take no sccount of sth, pay
no attention to it. 7 [U] on account of,
because of. on this/thet account, for this/
that reason: Don't stay away on ~'of John/
on John's ~. on no account, nok for any
reason; Don't on any ~ leave the baby alone
in the house.
as-count? /okaunt/ vi;vi1 account for, (a)
be an explanation of: His illness ~s for his
absence. Ah, that ~s for it! (b} give an
explanation of money spent. 2 consider to
be: In English law a man is ~ed innocent
unsil he is proved guilty.
gccount-able  /-3bol/ .adj responsible;
expected to give an explanation: A mental
patient is not ~able for his actions.
ac-count-ancy /a'kountans/ n (U] profes-
sion of an accountant,
ac.count-ant /o'kauntent/ n(Cj (GB) per-
son whose professior is to keep and examine
business accounts.
ac.credit /o>kredit/ vt appoint or send a per~
son as an ambassador.
ag-crue /o*kru/ vi come as a natural growth
or development: If you keep your money in
the Savings Bank, interest ~.s.
ac-cu-mu-late /okjumijvleit/ vi,vi make or
become greater in number or quantity: Dust
soon ~5 if the rooms are not swept.
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ac-cu-mu-la-tion fo'kjumju'terfany n 1C, Ul
collection: an ~ of books/rubbisk.

sccu-mudative /okjumjvkty  US:
~lertiv/ adj growing by being added to.

ac-cu-racy /Sekjorss/ n {U] exactness; cor-
rectness.
ac-cur-ately adv

ac-cu-rate /=kjorat/ adj 1 careful and
exact: be ~ in one’s work/in what one says.
2 free from error:” Clocks in railway stations
should be ~.

ac-cursed, ac-curst /a'kast/ adj under a
curse; hateful.

ac-cu-sa-tion /=kiju*zeifon/ n 1 [U) accus-
ing or being accused. 2 [C] charge of doing
wrong, of having broken the law: bring an
~ (of theft) against a person.

ac.cuse /a'kjuz/ vt say that he has done
wrong, broken the law, is to be blamed: ~
him of theft/ be ~d of stealing.
the accused, the person(s) charged in a cri-
minal case.
ac-cuser, person who accuses.

ac-cusing-ly /o'kjuzmls/ adyin an accusing
manner: He pointed ~ at me.

ac-custom /a'kastom/ vt make oneself
used to: This is not the kind of ireaiment I'm
~ed to, not the kind I usually receive,
ac-customed adjuscal: in kis ~ed seat.

ace /ers/ n [C] 1 the one on dice, playing-
cards, etc; card so marked: the ~- of spades.
2 (informal) person who is first rate or an
expert. 3 within an ace of, (of bad or
unlucky incidents) only just escaping: within
an ace of death/of being Lilled.

acatic /3'sitk/ adjof vinegar.

acety-lene />'setolin/ a (U] (chem) colour-
less gas (C;Hy) which burns with a bright
light, used for welding and cutting metal: an
~ torch.

ache /eik/ n [C] dull continuous pain: have
~ 5 and pains all over; have a “head~.; suf-
fer from head~s. (Ache is only combined
with back, ear, face, head, heart, stomach,
tummy and footh) 0 vi 1 have a steady or
continuous dull pain: My head ~s/is ach-
ing. 2 want very much: He was aching for
freedom.

achieve /a‘tfiv/ vt 1 complete; get (some-

- thing) done: He will never ~ arything, will
not do anything successfully. 2 gain or reach
?? effort: ~ success/distinction in public
ife.
achisvable /-absl/ adj that can be
achieved.

achlsve-ment /a\fivmant/ n ¥ (U] achiev-
ing: the ~ of one's aims. 2 IC) thing done
successfully, with cffort and skill: The
inventor was rewarded by the Government
for his scientific ~.

acid /esid/ adj 1 sour; sharp 10 the taste: 4
lemon is an ~ fruit. Vinegar has an ~ taste.
2 (fig) sarcastic: an ~ wir; ~ remarks. 0 n
[C,U) (chem) substance that contains hyd-
rogen, which'can react with metals to form 3



salt: Some ~s burn holes in woed and cioth.
‘acid test, (fig) test that proves of the value
of something.

acld-ty /osidifor/ vi,vi (pt,pp -ied) make
or become acid.

acldity />'sidot1/ n (U] state or quality of
being acid.

acknowl-edge /ok'nolid3/ vt 1 admit the
truth, existence or reslity of: He refused to
~ defeat/thas he was defeated. 2 report that
one has received (something): ~ (receipt
of) a letter. 3 express thanks for: We must
~ his services to his country. 4 show that
one recognizes (somebody) by giving a
greeting, a smile, 2 nod of the head, etc: 1
met her (n town but she didn't even ~ my
wave.

acknow.ledge-ment, acknowl-edg:
ment /sk‘nolidsment/ n 1 [U] act of ack-
nowledging: We are sending you a gift in ~
of your kindness. 2 [C) somcthing given or
done to acknowledge: We have had no ~ of
our letter, no reply.

acne /ekny/ n [U] discase (common among
adolescents) in which there are pimples and
blackheads on the face and neck.

/COMN Sekons n (C) seed or fruit of the oak

tree.

ecoustic />kustik/ adj of sound, the
science of sound and the sense of hearing. O
n [C] studio, hall, etc from the consideration
of how well music, speech, etc can be heard.
acous-tics n 1 (uscd with a sing verb) the
scientific study of sound. 2 (used with a pl
verb) the physical qualities of sound; the
design of a hall cic, that makes it good,
poor, ctc for hearing music or speeches: The
~ 8 of the new concert hall are excellent.

ec-quaint /akwemt/ vt 1 acqusint sb/
onoself with, make known: ~ oneself/
become ~ed/make oneself ~ed with one’s
new duties. 2 be acguainted (with sb),
have met (him) personally: We are not ~ed.

ac-quaint.ance /s*kwemtans/ n 1 [U)
knowledge or information gained through
experience. make sb’s acqualntancs, get
to know him, ¢ g by being introduced. 2 [C)
person whom one knows (less intimate than
e friend): He has a wide circle of ~s.

ac-quiesce /'mkwies/ vi accept silently or
without protest.
ac-qukescence /-‘csans/ n [C) (act of)
scquiescing.

ac-quire /s'kware(r)/ vt gain by skill or
ability, by one's own efforts or behaviour:
~ @ good knowledge of English/a reputaticn
for dishonesty. an acquired tasts, one that
comes when on¢ has experimented with food
or drink and, in the end, likes it.

sc-qul-si-tion /zkwrzifon/ n 1 [U) (for-
mal) gaining; collecting: He devotes his time
t0 the ~ of knowledge. 2 [C] person or thing
acquired: Mr Brown will be a valuable ~ to
(= a valuable new member of) the teaching
staff of ouf sthool.

acldify /act

ac-quis-itive /a*kwizatrv/ adj fond of, in
the habit of, collecting, buying, more and
more things.

ac-quit />'kwit/ vt {-tt-) 1 gequit sb (of/on
sth), give a legal decision that (he) is not
guilty, eg of an offence. 2 (formal) conduct
(oneself): He ~ted himself well/like a hero.

acquittal />kwisl/ n [C,U] judgement
that a person is not guilty: rhree convictions
and two ~-s.

acre /eika(r)/ n [C) measure of land, about
4000 sq metres,

acre-age [etkorids/ n (U] area of land
measured in acres.

ac-tid /xknd/ adj (of smell or taste) sharp;
bitter.

ac-ris-moni-ous /'zkmmavnos/ adj (for-
mal) (of arguments, etc) showing hate, dis-
appointment.

ac-ri-mony /zknmom US: -mavnl/ n [U)
(formal) tempcr, manner, language, show-
ing hate, disappointment.

ac-ro-bat /zkrabat/ n [C] person who can
do clever or unusual physical acts, eg on 8
tightrope or trapeze.

ac-ro-batic /akrsbauk/ adj of or like an
acrobat.
sc-ro-batdes n pl (used with a sing verb)
acrobatic tricks or feats.

ac-ro-nym /zkronmm/ n [C] word formed
from the initial letters of a name, cg NASA
/nesa/, National Aercnautics and Space
Administration.

across' /a'kros US: o*kros/ adv from one
side to the other: Can you swim ~? The
river is a mile ~, wide.

across? /a%kros US: a'kras/ prep (for com-
binations with verbs, © the verb entries, eg
come, get, put, run.) 1 from side to side of:
walk ~ the street; draw a line ~ a sheet of
paper. 2 on the other side of: My house is
just ~ the street. 3 50 as to form a c10ss; so
as to cross or intersect: He sat with his arms
~ his chest.
a'cross-the-‘board, including all groups,
members, etc. in a business or industry: an
~-the-board wage increase.

act! /=kt/ n[C) 1 thing done: To kick a dog
is a cruel A, 2 process of, instant of, doing;
action. (catch sb) in the (veryl ~ (of
doing sth), while doing it: The thief was
caught in the act of breaking into the house.
3 law made by a government: an ~ of Par-
liament. 4 main division of a play: a play in
five ~. 6 one of a series of short perfor-
mences in a programme:; @ circus/variety ~.
put on an act, pretend (in order to getone’s
own way, $tc).

Agt of God, something which is the result of
unconirollable natural forces, eg siorms,
floods, earthquakes.

&8ct? /eeki/ vi,vi 1 do something: The time for
talking is past; we must ~ at once. &ct on
(a suggestion/sb's advice/an order), do
what is suggested, advised, etc. 2 do what'is:
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acting/add

required or normal: The brakes wouldn't ~
properly. 3 do one’s professional or official
duty: The police refused to ~, would not
interfere. act for/on behalf of, represent {a
person) as a solicitor, barrister in a legal
case: A solicitor ~s for his clients. 4 take
the part of, eg a character in a play or
cinema film, or in real life: Who is ~ing
(the part of) Hamlet? She's not really cry-
ing; she's omly ~ing (= pretending) in
order to gain your sympathy. act up, (infor-
mal) behave badly so as to attract attention.
acting /=ktin/ adj doing the duties of
another person for a time: The ~ Manager/
Headmaster, 0 n[U] (ant of) performing in a
play for the theatre, cinema, TV, etc: She
did a lot of ~ while she was at college.
ac-tion S=kfen/ a 1 (U process of doing
things; (way of) using energy, influence,
etc: The time has come for ~, We must act
now. bring/cell (sth) Into action, cause (it)
to act. put (sth) out of sction, stop (it)
working, make (it) unfit for use. take
action, begin to act. 2 {C] thing done; act:
We shall judge you by your ~s, not by your
promises. 3 [C] bring an sction against
sb, (legal) seek judgement against him in a
law court. 4 [C,U) fight(ing) between bodies
of troops, between warships, etc: go into ~,
start fighting,
‘action psinting, form of abstract painting
in which paint is splashed, dribbled, etc on
to the canvas.
‘action stations, (mil) positions to which
soldiers, etc go when fighting is expected to
begin.
ac-tlvate Sektivent/ vt make active.
ac-tive /xkuv/ adj doing things; able to do
things; in the habit of doing things: He's
over 90 and not very ~. Mount Vesuvius is
an ~ wolcano, is onc that erupts. under
&ctiva coasidsration, being considered.
active volce, (gram) (a) form of a verbal
phrase not containing be + a past parti-
ciple, as in: He was driving. Compare: He
was being driven. (b) sentence containing a
transitive verbin which the nounor pronoun
in front of the verb refers to the doer of the
action: The children finished off the cake.
Compare: The cake was finished off by the
children. .
ectively adv
ac-tivist /fzktvist/ n [C person taking an
active part, e g in a political movement.
ae-tivity /ekuvety/ n (pl-ies) 1 [U] being
gctive or lively: When a man is over 70, his
time of full ~ is usually past. 2 [C) thing (10
be) done; occupation: My numerous activi-
tizs leave me little leisure.
€3¢a? Nzkes(r)/ n [C] man who 2cts on the
grge, TV orin films.
£tress Sxkirss/ n[C] women who acts on
the staze, TV or in films.
egetus) l=ktfusl/ adj enisting in fact; real:
Can you give me the ~ figures, not an esti=
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mate or a guess?

ac-tu-ally /=kifali/ adv 1 really; the polit-
ical party ~ly in power. He looks honest,
but ~ly he’s a thief. 2 strange or surprising
as it may seem: He not only ran in the race;
he ~ly won it!

ac-tu-al-ity /'zktfu =lotr/ n (pl -ies) 1 [U)
actual existence; reality. 2 (usually p)) actual
conditions or facts.

acu-men />'kjuman/ a (U] ability to under-
stand quickly and clearly: business ~..

acupuncture /=mkjupankt/s(r)/ a (U]
(med) pricking of the flesh of the human
body with fine needles to relieve pain and as
alocal anaesthetic.

acute /a'kjut/ adj 1 (of the senses, sensa-
tions, intellect) keen, quick to react: A bad
toath can cause ~ pain. 2 {(of diseases)
coming quickly to a crisis: the ~ stage of the
disease, the brief period during which the
disease is severe and at a tuming point. &
chronic. 3 (of sounds) high; shrill.
scute angle, angle of less than 90°.
acute accent, mark over a vowel ("), as
over ein café.
acutely adv
scute-ness n (U]

ad /zd/ n(C) (informal) (abbr for) adver-
tisement.

ad-age /zdids/ n{C] old and wise saying.

Adam /zdom/ n not know sb from
Al:hm, have no knowledge of what he looks
tike,
‘Adam’s apple, part that projects in the
front of the throat, esp in men, and moves up
and down when one speaks.

ada-mant /Szdsmant/ adj refusing to give
in: On this point I am ~, Nothing can
change my decision. )

adapt /o*dzpt/ vt make suitable for a new
use, need, situation, eic: When you go fo a
new country, you must ~ (yourself) to new
manners and customs. Novels are often ~ed
for the siage, television and radio.
adap-ter, adep-tor /-1o(1)/, (@) person who
adapts. (b) thing that makes it possible for
something to be used in a different way from
that for which it was designed, ¢ g a fitting
for an electric socket so that more than one
plug(3) may be used.

adapt-able />'dzptobsl/ adj able to adapt
or be adapted: an ~ man can change
according to circumstances, etc.

ad-ap-ta-tion /'zdzpieifon/ n 1 (U] state
of being adapted; adapting. 2 [C] thing made
by adapting: An ~ (of a novel) for the
stage/for television.

add /ed/ vi,vi 1 join, unite, put (one thing to
another): If you ~ 5 and/to 5 you get 10,
add to, increase: This ~ s to our difficulties,
&dd together, combine two or more things.
odd sth up, find the sum of: ~ up a column
of figures; ~ them up. edd up (to), (8) give
s a result, when joined: The figures add up
to 365. (b) (informal) indicate; amount to;



