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UNIT ONE

READING COMPREHENSION

READ — FASTER AND BETTER

A few years ago some teachers of French did an interesting
experiment with a group of English speaking beginner stu-
dents. They gave the students a difficult reading passage
in French. Some students finished the article quickly. Other
students read slowly and stopped when they couldn’t under-
stand a word. The result was that the fast readers
understood the general meaning of the passage, but the slow
readers didn’t. Of course, this shows that it is better to read
quickly,

If you want to read quickly you must learn to use your eyes
quickly. You must learn to look at groups of words at the same
time and not one word only. Perhaps when you read your own
language you read groups of words automatically. Certainly,
when a lot of students read a foreign language they read
word for word. Now try to read groups of English words
together — if you practise this exercise soon you ' 1l under-
stand the general meaning.

First read a passage at your normal reading speed. Then
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read the same passage again twice as quickly. And again,
more quickly. When you read quickly youll find that two
things will happen. First you’ll read groups of words naturally.
Secondly it will be impossible not to read the “key” words.
The "key” words are the most important words. And, of course,
they help you to understand the general meaning.

There are two important things to remember when you read.
You must sit comfortably because your brain can understand
more when it is relaxed — so you must be relaxed. The
other important point to remember is that you must practise
— in the same way as you practise a sport. It’s better to
practise reading for ten minutes every day than for an hour
once a week.

READING TIMES : READING SPEED:

st reading _____ minutes 5 minutes=59 WPM
2nd reading minutes 4 minutes=74 WPM
3 minutes=98 WPM

2 minutes= 147 WPM

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following ques-
tions.

1. According to this passage, if you want to understand the
general meaning of an article, it’s better for you to read
A. carefully C. the "key” words
B. slowly <. quickly
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2. To read quickly one must learn to

A. read word for word carefully
B. look at one word only at a time
C.  read groups of words together
B./ sit comfortably and be relaxed
3. Which of the following is NOT correct according to the
passage?
A. A good reader sits comfortably.
B. A good reader is relaxed.
C. To be a good reader, one must practise reading regu-
larly.
\9’ To be a good reader, one must read for a long time
once a week.
4. According to the author, if we read a foreign language
quickly
A. it will be possible not to read the "key” words.
B. we’ll read groups of words naturally.
C. it’ll be impossible not to read the "key” words.
3. Both B and C
5. In paragraph 1, "English speaking beginner students”
were most probably »
A. children who began to learn English
B. adults whose mother tongue was English
f students who were learning to speak English
% students whose mother tongue was English and who
were learning French

6. In paragraph 2, the word “automatically ” most nearly
means
-4l without thinking C. with self - confidence
B. without help D. with self- control
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7. In paragraph 3, the sentence "read the same passage
again, twice as quickly” most nearly means
A. read two identical passages equally quickly
B, read the same passage once more as quickly as you can
ytread the same passage once more at double the speed
D. read the same passage at the same speed the second
and the third time

Vocabulary
I. ANTONYMS

Match the words in Column I with their corresponding antonyms
in Column II.

Column [ Column II
1 majority
2 encourage

3 primitive
4 advantage

C disadvantage  ‘~
D temporary

5 adult E civilized

6 opponent Y \F tecammate
7 legal ‘\G minority

8 permanent ' H discourage

II. Choose the word that, if inserted in the sentence, would
agree most closely with thought of the sentence.

cover . encouraged involve
SRR

3 i
e s
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accept opponents advantages
proportion contrast permanent
Try to yourself in the general activity of the

house; it'll be good for you.

This dictionary doesn’t the whole of the Eng-
lish vocabulary.
Her success her to continue her study in the for-
eig country.
There are several ____ in making computers as small
as one can.
The government officials are not allowed to _______ re-
wards.
This book shows the very interesting ______ between life
now and life a hundred years ago.
The ____ of men to women in the population has
changed so that there are now fewer women and more men.
Thetwo _____  in the game were of almost equal skill.
Substitute, in place of the italicized word or words,
the idiomatic expression partially indicated in parentheses.
Change the word form where necessary.
Those books with coloured illustrations are mamly
prepared for use in kindergartens.
[design ]
You'll soon get used to the change of climate.

[accustom ]
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3. 1 don’t see how happiness can be connected with having
money.
[associate ]

4. Next time the problem comes up, I'll take action about it.

5. T hurt my arm on the stone that is in a position further for-
ward from the wall.
[stick ____ ]

6. He read through the timetable carefully and wanted to learn
when the last train arrived.
(find _____ ]

7. What are you going to be when you become an fzdult?
(grow ]

8. You must consider these matters all together, not one by
one.
[ whole]

STRUCTURE

I. UNTIL

Look at these examples:

Most children become permanent right- or left- handed
after they are five or six years old.
—» Most children do not become permanent right- or
left- handed until they are five or six years old .
OR
— It is not until they are five or six years old that
most children become permanen tright- or left- handed.
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Rewrite the following sentences in the other two ways.

1.
2.
3.

The violin can be played after it has been carefully tuned.
Mary came home after she had finished shopping.

She remembered her appointment with the doctor after she
had arrived home.

4. The mother left the room after the child fell asleep.

IL.

. He went to bed after his brother came back.
. People know the value of health after they lose it.

V-ING AS SUBJECT

Look at these examples:

A.

In sports it is often an advantage to do things with the left
hand (or left foot).

In sports doing things with the left hand (or left foot)is
often an advantage.

If you throw, kick, punch or bat from the "wrong side”,
you may disconcert your opponents .

Throwing, kicking, punching or batting form the “Wrong
side” may disconcert your opponents.

Rewrite the following sentences, changing the italicized verb into
- ing form .

1.

It can be a difficult matter fo decide on where to spend on-
e’s holidays.

. If you live in a big city, you have many advantages, such as

good schools, libraries and theatres.
It requires great patience and understanding to try to teach
backward children.

. If you smoke heavily, your healthmay be affected seriously.
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5. It always amuses children to sail toy ships in a pool of wat-
er.

6. 1f you make a big change, problems may be caused.

Now complete the following sentences, using the gerundial
clause as the subject.

. Reading good books ---

1

2. Swimming in the sea ---
3. Eating to excess ---

4. Seeing him sad ---

5

. His always doing things in a hurry ---

CLOZE

Young people and older people do not always agree.
They sonetimes have 1 ideas about living, working and
playing. _2 in one special program in New York State,
_3 _ and teenagers live together in space.

Each summer 200 teenagers and 50 adults live togeth-
er _4 eight weeks _S5 members of a special work group.
Everyone _6  several hours each day. The aim is not just
to keep _7 . It is to find meaning and enjoyment 8
work. Some teenagers work inthe woods or _9  the farms
near the village. Some learn _10 furniture and to
build houses. The adults _11  them these skills.

There are several free hours each day. Weekends are
free, _12 . During the free hours _13 of the teenagers
learn photography or painting. Others sit _14 and talk or
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sing. Each teenager chooses his own way 15  his free
time.

1. A.the same . different C.similar D.many

2. A. And B. So & But D. Moreover
3. A.children B. old people Q’ adults D .middle-aged men
4. A. for B. during C.within  D.in

5. A. like Q. as C. with D. among

6. A.studies B. talks G2 works D. plays

7. 4Asbusy B. free C.studying D. talking

8. Aifor  B.at Gin D. during

9. A. for ,gt on C. at D. beside

10. A.touse By to make C.use D. make

11. 4. give B. learn Q teach D. lend

12. A. also Qtoo G cither D. neither
13. A. all B. any L. some ID. most

14. A.down B.through C.up J». around

15. A.spend B.spent . C.spending R to spend

WRITING

COORDINATION: SIMPLE COORDINATORS

Coordination is a very common and effective way of
joining similar elements within a sentence. It occurs when a
word called coordinator — a word like or, and, or but

— connects one or more elements in a sentence to anoth-
er. The elements joined by a coordinator may be single
words, phrases, or clauses. Coordination allows writers to be

economical with their words and helps avoid needless repeti-
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tion.

Exercise A: Combine each of the following groups of sen-
tences into a single sentence by using an
appropriate simple coordinator,

1. In sports, throwing from the "wrong side” may disconcert op-
ponents.

In sports, kicking from the “wrong side” may disconcert
opponents.
In sports, batting from the “wrong side” may disconcert
opponents. ) E
2. Mary studied for a math test last night.
Mary wrote an English composition last ni;ght.
Mary read a chapter in her history test last night.
3. John was happy with his achievement.
John was tired from the strﬁggle.

4. Today left- h\a\ndedness is generally accepted.
Left-handedness is still a disadvantage in an indisputably
right- handed world.

5. He will continue to go to college.

He will have a lot of wasted time to make up for.

6. Do it now.

You will have difficulty later.
7. Kathy is a writer.
Kathy is an actress.
8. Peggy cooked breakfast.
Then she fed the baby.
Then she reviewed her notes.
Then she wrote her newspaper article.
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Exercise B: Study the examples carefully, paying special attention

to the coordinators. Then combine each of the
pairs of sentences into a single sentence after the
examples.

Examples:

a.

The word right in many languages means correct or
legal , whereas words associated with left' generally
have bad meanings.

. He felt no fear, for he was a brave man.

. I decided to stop and have lunch.

I was feeling quite hungry.

. This year I am comparatively free.

Last year 1 was very busy.

. She doesn’t go out now.

She is very old.

. They want a house.

We would rather live in a flat.



