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LESSON I

REMINISCENCES OF AN INTERVIEW WITH
CHAIRMAN MAO TSE-TUNG ON THE
PAPER TIGER

by Aunna Louise Strong

We sat on the flat clay terrace under an apple tree
with a view of distant hills through the afternoon hours
until sunset.

Chairman Mao wore the usual suit of dark blue cot-
ton, but it was neater and better cared for than with
others. There was no haste or restlessness in his manner
but a poised friendliness. His comments were full of
imagery and his face lit often into vivid humour when
he smiled, but he had eyes that nothing escaped.

The conversation went easily. The interpreter did a
good job and Chairman Mao's own manner was so
expressive that 1 was not conscious of any barrier of
speech. His mind swept easily over the world, including
many lands and epochs. He first questioned me about
America. On many American events he was better
informed than I. This was surprising, for I had left
America only a few weeks earlier while for twenty years
Mao had not even had a postal connection with the
outside world.

Mao’s direct speech, wide range of knowledge, sharp
analysis and poetic imagery made his conversation the
most stimulating I have ever known. In speaking of
American -weapons captured from Chiang’s troops he
called them “a blood transfusion, from America to Chiang,
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trom Chiang to us”... In speaking of Ameriran imperialism
he used many metaphors... At one time he said: “It is
the strongest in history and also the weakest in history.
The skyscraper is highest but the foundation is shakiest.”
At another moment he sa’d, “American imperialism grows
lonely, so many of its friends are dead or ill. Even
penicillin will not cure them. It is only now that so
many reactionaries are growing sick with mortal illness.”

The metaphor of the “paper tiger” was used during
this talk and I was especially impressed, not only by
the metaphor but by the way in which Chairman Mao,
without knowing English, was able to correct the inexact
translation of his words. When he first said that reac-
tionary rulers are paper tigers, the expression was trans-
lated “scarecrow”. Chairman Mao immediately stopped
the talk and asked me to tcll him jnust what a “scarecrow”
was. When 1 replied that it is a figure like a man which
peasants put up in a field to scare away crows, he at
once expressed dissatisfaction, and said that this was not
his meaning. A paper tiger, he said, is not something
dead to scare crows with. It scares children. It looks
like a terrible tiger but actually, being made of pressed
paper, it softens when damp and is washed away in a
heavy rain.

After this Chairman Mao said “paper tiger” in English,
laughing at the sound of English words in a sentence,
the rest of which was Chinese. Before the February
Revolution in Russia, he said, the tsar looked very strong
and terrible. But a February rain washed him away.
Hitler also was washed away by the storms of history.
So were the Japanese imperialists. They were paper tigers
all. The same thing would happen to all imperialists and
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reactionaries. Their strength lay only in the lack of
consciousness on the part of the people. The consciousness
of the people is the basic question. Not explosives or
atom bombs but the man who handles them. He is still
to be educated... After a moment, he added: Communist
Parties have real power, because they awaken the people’s
consciousness.

It was nearly midnight when the Chairman and his
wife accompanied me down the hillside with a kerosene
lantern to light the path to the waiting truck. Good-byes
were said. They stood on the hill watching as my truck
jolted downwards and splashed into the Yen River. Bright,
very bright were the stars over the wild, dark Yenan
hills.

NOTES AND COMMENTARY

60

65

70

. The author — Anna Louise Strong is an American writer and
journalist. She first visited our country in 1946 and had an
interview with Chairman Mao in Yenan in August of that
year. It was in this interview that Chairman Mao made the
famous remark about imperialism and all reactionaries being
paper tigers. To mark the occasion of the publication of the
fourth volume of Chairman Mao’s Selected Works she wrote
her Reminiscences, of which the above text is an extract.

. than with others (Il. 5,6) — than was the case with others
B ARIK AR (E i)

. that nothing escoped (1. 9) — Escaped here is transitively used,
having for its object the relative pronoun ‘that’ (referring to
‘eyes’).

. I was not conseious of any barrier of speech. (1. 12,13) — I
could understand him even without knowing Chinese.

. His mind swept easily over the world.... (. 13) — He had a
firm grasp of world events, both past and present.....

. 1ands (1. 14) — Land can be used as a countable noun to



10.

1.

2.

13.

mean #h75, E%, or an uncountable noun to mean Rk, 4.

. had not even had a postal connection with (1. 18) — had

not written letters to or received them from

. direct speech (l. 20) — way of speaking which is to the point

ERTHHRFEFR

. When he tirst said that reactionary rulers are paper tigers (1.

37,38) — In indirect speech the present tense can be used in
the subordinate clause if it gives a definition or states a
general truth.

pressed paper (ll. 46, 47) — paper stuck together and pressed
until it becomes thick and hard

it softens when damp (I. 47) — it softens when (it is)
damp. In adverbial clauses beginning with ‘when’, <if’, etc.,
the subject, if it is the same as the subject in the main clause,
may be omitted along with the verb ‘to be’ in the predicate.
They were paper tigers all. (Il. 55, 56) — The usual word order
is: They were all paper tigers. For emphasis a word or group
ot words can often be put 1n a position which is not its usual
one.

Not explosives or atom hombs but the man who handles them.
(L. 59, 60) — This sentence is elliptical. See if you can supply
the missing parts.

LEXICAL AND GRAMMAR NOTES

. skyseraper (1. 28); scareerow (1. 39)

English has a great many words which are made up of
two or more elements, each of which may also be used as a
separate word. This means of word-building is called composition
or compounding. Words formed in this way are called compound
words.

Other compound words in the text are: afternoon (l. 2),
good-bye (1. 66), hillside (1. 65).
inexact (1. 36), illness (1. 32)

Another means of word-building is derévation, in which
only one of the elements can be used as a separate word.
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The other element, if it is at the head, is called a prefix; if
at the end, a suffix. Other examples are: dissatisfaction (L.
43), restlessness (1. 6)

2. it is a figure like a man (1. 41) — simile

reactionary rulers are paper tigers (1. 37, 88) — metaphor
A simile (Biigy) is a comparison between two things which
are unlike in many respects, but have one point of resem-
blance. The comparison is usually expressed by like or as.
Metaphor (18Wy) differs from sémile in that the comparison
is only implied, instead of being formally stated.
The slave-owner’s heart was ltke stone. {simile)
The slave-owner had a heart of sfore. (metaphor)
3. it was neater and bettér cared for than with others (1l. 5, 6)
The past participle cared for is here used as predicative
to the subject affer the predicate verb was, denoting a state
instead of an action.

4. 1) I was especially impressed ... by the way in which Chairman
Mao ... was able to correct the inexact translation of his
words. (II. 34—37)

2) laughing at the sound of English ‘words in a sentence, the
1est of which was Chinese. (1I. 50, 51)

A relative pronoun introducing an attributive clause
may be the object of a preposition in that clause. “Which’
in both 1) and 2) is the object of a preposition. In 1) ‘in
which’ is an adverbial modifying ‘was able to correct’, and
‘which’ has for its antecedent the noun ‘way’. (This attribu-
tive clause means ‘Chairman Mao ... was able to correct
the inexact translation of his words in that way’.) In 2)
‘of which’ is an attribute to ‘the rest’, and ‘which’ has for
its antecedent ‘sentence’. (This attributive clause means
‘the rest of the senfence was Chinese’.)

EXERCISES

1. Answer the following questions:
1) What was the author’s first impressian of Chairman Mao?
2) How did the author find out that Chairman Mao was better
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informed about what was happening in the United States
than she was?

8) Why did the author say that Chairman Mao’s conversation
was the most stimulating she had ever known?

4) Why did Chairman Mao say that reactionary rulers should
be compared to paper tigers and not to scarecrows?

5) What examples did Chairman Mao cite to show that all
imperialists and reactionaries are paper tigers?

6) What do you think Chairman Mao meant when he said
that the strength of the imperialists and reactionaries lay
in the lack of consciousness on the part of the people?

- Rewrite or paraphrase the following in youwr own words:

1) We sat on the flat clay terrace under an apple tree with
a view of distant hills through the afternoon hours until
sunset. (1. 1—3)

2) There was no haste or restlessness in his manner but a
poised friendliness. (1. 6, 7)

3) The interpreter did a good job and Chairman Mao’s own °
manner was so expressive that I was not conscious of any
barrier of speech. (1. 10—183)

4) Meo’s direct speech, wide range of knowledge, sharp analysis
and poetic imagery made his conversation the most
stimulating I have ever known. (Il. 20--22)

5) After this Chairman Mao said “paper tiger” in English,
laughing at the sound of English words in a sentence, the
rest of which was Chinese. (ll. 49—51)

€) The consciousness of the people is the basic question. Not
explosives or atom bombs but the man who handles them.
He is still to be educated. (1. 58—61)

. State how the following words ave formed:

midnight, soften, sunset, outside, interpreter, consciousness,

downward, interview

. Translate the following sentences tnto English, using the words and

evpresstons given below:
to light; to escape; to be conscious of; well-informed; to lie
in; barrier; to handle; to impress
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1) 2Tl AY LT U0 A E BN TR, R EBHERAME.
2) fLE& LM AMELBTER W A AERR.
3) ®—m Eft Aty fidfl, SER—IRAEME AT
4) (REYBRSTETIL S AfE WEMRECHAER.
5) thrEh B i EMEHRBENETRARNEGRIAE XM
PR 2k 4 3 RGBT £R 0
6) s SHIRM KA W FEEAABMAEERRGHAE.
7) TERRER, ¥ EBHAER—ERLEBRL
8) MAlAyTHAR BRI LLE MM FAN B EH MiE SR 2.
9) fibiff T PAfk, TTRBEGR A ERR .
10) 4 7R PG th A A B AL R Ay BR B
5. Write sentences using ‘through’ in cymbination with words denoting
time, according to the following models:

1) We sat on the flat clay terrace through the afternoon hours.
2) The dying man won't last through the night.

6. Explain the use of the ilalicized words in the following semiences:
1) (1) He had eyes that nothing escaped. (1. 9)
(2) Chairman Mao’s own manner was so expressive that I
was not conscious of any barrier of speech. (ll. 11—13)
(3) It is only now #hat so many reactionaries are growing
sick with mortal illness. (1. 31, 32)
2) (1) I't is only now that so many reactionaries are growing
sick with mortal iliness. (1. 31, 32)
(2) It was nearly midnight when the Chairman and his wife
accompanied me down the hillside ... (1l. 64, 65)
38) (1) The tsar looked very strong and lerrible. But a February
rain washed him away. (ll. 52, 53)
(2) Mao’s direct speech ... made his conversation the smos¢
stimulating 1 have ever known. (ll. 20—22)
4) (1) The expression was translated ‘scarecrow’. (Il. 38, 39)
(2) He called them ‘a blood transfusion’. (1l. 23, 24)

7. Complete each of the following sentences with anm object clause,
paying special attention fo the word order:
1) He did not teli me where ..




2) Did you ask him which ...

3) We shall soon find out who ...

4) He pointed out to me why ...

5) I don’t quite remember how ...

6) I wonder whether ...

7) I don’t care what ...

8) Please say what ...

9) Can you suggest who ...

10) Does anyone know whose ...

8. Recast each of the following pairs of semfences in such a way that
they become a single senténce with an attvibutive clause:

1) When she was in Yenan, she had an interview with Chairman
Mao. During the interview the metaphor of the “paper
tiger” was first used.

2) He kept for himself only a small portion of the grain. The
rest of the grain was distributed among the sick and
wounded comrades.

3) He wrote a large number of books. Many of them have
been translated into Chinese.

4) We were all deeply moved by the story 4 Bag of Grain.
In that story the character of a true revolutionary is very
successfully drawn.

5) A scarecrow is a figure like a man. Peasants scare away
crows with it.

6) I advise you to read memoirs by veterans of the Red Army.
You are sure to learn a great deal from them.

. Translate the following sentences into English, using past participles
as predicatives after the pattern:
It was ... better cared for than .... (1. 5)

1) fREVHKRIFIRAT

2) BEVRIMNES, RTUEL#E.

3) R EFH S ERERA L PR AR
4) Sty 5 Lo AR IR 13 S8 4 T -

10. Fill in the blanks with the necessary prepositions or adverds:

— the day following our arrival — . the commune we




11.

12.

13.

worked ____ the field ___ the terrace ___ a view ___ the
valley __ the whole morning and afternoon ____ sunset.
—__ noon we took our lunch which we had brought ___ ____
us when we set ___ ___ the morning. Afterwards we had a
nap ___ the field covering our faces ____ our straw hats.
— the intervals ____ rest the group leader came ___ to talk
—_us. Hehad ___ a suit ___ blue cotton, patched but
well cared ___ . There was friendliness ____ his manner and
a smile ___ his face when he spoke. It was surprising how
well-informed he was ___ almost all questions ____ agricultural
development.

Translate the following passage into English:

KEME, BREAELRH LT HTHEKEE IRRAIXRE
B REROVAIHE. FEEBHEER AN THEREKRBN
JTHE, B AR RS AR, PERBERALS ELS TITRIEAR
BYRE 0T, B KA.

REBHFETEREFTEY BT REREN. ®MHEE
AR, REERFEAVREA MAREMHKE. dEAOGZRETHE
AR, R HERETERNEEAR, mMARETERR 2EER
e, 24T, ATHRI$EARRBL FEE CRRFHRL.
Topics for composition:

1) A Summary of the Interview

2) Why the ‘Paper Tiger’ Is a Good Metaphor
Phonetic exercises:

1) Mark the stress of the following:

apple tree, skyscraper, paper tiger, scarecrow, atom bomb,
hillside

2) Study the stress of each of the following:
(1) 'clay “terrace, 'flat clay “terrace
(2) 'after*noon, the 'afternoon “hours

(8) 'dark “blue, 'dark ,blue ‘cotton
(4) 'out’side, the ‘outside “world

(5) to 'scare a‘way, to ‘scare away ‘crows




8) Mark the stressed syllables in the following sentences and
divide them into sense groups:

(1) His comments were full of imagery ... that nothing
escaped. (ll. 7—9)

(2) This was surprising ... with the outside world. (Il. 16—
19) .

(8) It was nearly midnight ... to the waiting truck. (Il. 64—
66)
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LESSON II
HOME IS THE SOLDIER
by Alexander Saxion

“It smells like America,” the man shouted. He flung
his arms into the air and stamped on the familiar
American pavement. “It smells like no foreign country.
It smells like America. We’re home, man!” Pledger
McAdams laughed, Lut he could not speak. He heard the
white lieutenant call them to attention. The band began
to play, and they went up Fifth Avenue with their
bayonets flashing in the winter sunlight. Marching, Pledger
held his head stiff between his shoulders, but sometimes
he turned his eyes sidzwise to look at the white people
lined up along the sidewalks. The white people were
shouting and waving little flags which said, ‘“Welcome home
to our heroes.” In front of the public library stood the
Mayor of New York City with his hat in his hand, and
a lot of big officers were with him, saluting the flags
which went past, while company by company, the men
turned their heads to the left.

Pledger threw back his head while tears rolled down
his face. Thank God, thank God, we have come back,
he kept saying half aloud.

A little later, Pledger was on a train bound for
Chicago. Half asleep, he lay with his head on the arm
of his seat, dreaming how it would be when he stepped
down from the train and Sarah came towards him along
the platform, when he reached out to her and pulled her
against him.
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Towards morning, the train stopped in an Indiana
town. He shook himself awake and jumped down to the
platform. Then he walked across the street from the
station for a cup of coffee. A few people were in the
restaurant eating breakfast and Pledger smelled the
American smell of coffee and toast and bacon. Grinning
with pleasure, he sat down at the counter and took up
the menu.

The counterman leaned over and said, “What do you
want in here, fellow?”

“Coffee and fried eggs,” Pledger said.

“We don’t serve coloured people here.”

Pledger stared at him for a moment before he
understood.

“We don’t serve niggers here,” the counterman said.

Getting up from his seat, Pledger lifted his large
brown fists. Then he let them drop, turned and walked
to the door. He saw the other people in the restaurant
watching him with expressionless faces. The door banged
shut behind him. He was no longer hungry and now he
did not even feel angry.

He felt empty and strange. For a moment, he re-
membered the Mayor of New York standing with his
hat in his hand. But now it was as if he were waking
from a dream, and the friends who had been his friends
disappeared with the warm shadows of sleep. He found
himself alone in the winter daylight, staring across the
snow-covered fields.

* * *

In the spring of that year, Pledger McAdams re-
turned to his old job as car repairman in the coach yard
of the Great Midland Railroad. Through the long after-
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