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ABSTRACT

This book, based on the urban studies and author’s 10-year living experience in Tokyo from 1990 to 2000,
is devoted to the theme of Tokyo’s commercial cores, their renewals and environmental improvement. It is
composed of seven chapters, and ends up with the chronological table (1872 ~ 1999) of construction and
events relevant to the commercial cores in Tokyo.

Chapter I is the prologue that summarizes the background, purposes,objectives,methodology and mean-
ings of this research.Key words that are frequently used in this book — Commercial Cores, Urban Renewal,
Redevelopment and Rehabilitation — are defined in this chapter.

Chapter II focuses on the development history of Tokyo’s commercial cores since Edo Period starting
from 1603. The growth and evolvement of the commercial cores are divded into four devdlopment phases: ®
Edo Period, The development of Nihobashi;@Meiji Reformation ~ Pre World War 11, The rising of Ginza;®
Post World War 1T ~ Tokyo Olympic Games, The formation of multi-core urban structure;and @ Rapid
economic growth ~ The collapse of bubble economy, The development of multi-function cores.The features
and significant influences from social and economic changes during each phase are discussed in this chapter.

Chapter Illuses statistical data to examine and clarify the current situations and the characteristics of the
commercial cores in Tokyo. The characteristics in function, scale, urban distrbution structure,location feature,
facilities layout, space configuration, and land use are clarified and discussed in detail.

Chapter IV provides an overview of the theories and methods applied to the redevelopment and rehabili-
tation of the commercial cores in Tokyo through the four development phases. The aspects of architectural
and urban space manipulation, investment and operation, and planning and legislation are mainly studied and
discussed.

Redevelopment and rehabilitation case studies are presented in Chapter V. These case studies include the
Ginza historical commercial core; Subcenters in Shinjuku, Shibuya, lkebukuro,Ueno and Asakusa; sub
subcenters in Hibiya and Ebisu; the special commercial core in Roppong; the suburban commercial core of
Machida; and the newly developed core in Tama Center. The development history, characteristics, current
situations and main issues, renewal strategies, and recent action and prominent projects are extensively ex-
plores in each case study.

The long-term and short-term development planning of Tokyo’s commercial cores is reviewed in Chap-
ter VI. These features of the most recent development planning —— the intensive land use strategy, the
transportation system improvement, the mixed-use policy, and exurban cores devclopment strategies -- are
commented and imtroduced in details.

Chapter VII concludes with a summary of lessens that can be learned from Tokyo’s urban studies. The
growth principles and the regular development patterns of commercial cores are summarized. The influence
upon the growth,the development and the urban structure of commerial cores are explored from the perspec-
tives of urbanization scale, urban configuration and population growth, traffic accessibiliy, planning amd
legislation, natural and physical environment, The significance of “soft” programming to the revitalization
and the sustained prosperity of commercial cores are highlighted. The lessons and the enlightenment from

large-scale**one action” redevelopment and sustained improvement are discussed as well in this chapter.
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