Make Yourself at Home
English Conversations
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Unit One Metropolitan Life

Lesson 1 Telephone

When Bell invented telephone, he would never have
imagined his invention could mean so much to® the modern man.
Telephone is now widely used both at office and at home. It has
become an indispensable means of communication in this Age of

Information Explosion®

, and it has made our lives far more easy
and efficient. With telephone we are able 1o keep in close contact
with each other, no matter how far apart we are from each other.
In the following are twenty typical sentences which can bé used

when you talk to each other by telephone.

1 . Typical Sentences:

1.Hello, I'd like to speak with Mr. Smith.
——0.K. But who is that speaking please?
R, R R EH R EEIS,
— ¥, AT, {HR TR E R ?

2.Hello, John. Are you calling from home?

No, we don't have a telephone yet. I'm calling from a
1



public telephone.

R, 9%, IRBRAREBITHIEENG?

T, RMNAELRERE. RANRAR®IE.
. This is 8899987. Can I help you?

Hello, operator. Can you put me through® to extension

3717

XA 8899987, FEEH IRt Ang?

— R RE R . HREREE 371 40,
.Operator. Can you connect me with London?

——A minute, please. I'm sorry. The line is busy. © Will you
hold? _

BRY5, TR HEER R, Q7

— RS, AR, M &, HEFERYE.
.I'd like to make a collect call® to 2245336. Can you put me
through?

——Just a2 moment. I'm sorry. Your party® doesn’t reply. 1
guess his telephone is out of order®.

BT — XI5 (T3R8 RIS, TR 2245336, ERKER
— T, 4rg? .
—H%E—T, ¥AR, HFEAE. ZEMHGHEIETEES
BT
. Caller. You have been put through now. Go ahead.
——Thank you *-- Central! I've been cut off and someone is
talking over the wire. Will you connect me again?

W, A, REVHIERE T . HIRIE.

— gL, - B, TR ERT, R ER AR
AWiE. SREEE—K, 597
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7. Information. ® What can I do for you? :
——Would you mind telling me the area code of California?
XERSIENEE. REBSEMtaY? . 3
—EEFR-TFT A EEEMNX S, 52 - Uk

.Hello! George! Can vou speak louder? I can’s hisar: you at all!

Put your mouth closer -to the mamhpmoe ;

—=It's a bad connection; hang up® and I'll call batk agsin.
3, Fi6! IREEHARFE — E LG &#ﬁﬂ“ﬁ*i‘-ﬂ'ﬁ‘lﬁﬁ"
1L UReY o B R R B E N — R “
——R R EE MR AT o RN, RETIE Ok,

.Operator. Anything wrong with my telephone? ‘I can’t get an

outside line.

You must dial zero for outside calls®.
BAH, RAEIEHEE T W FITRESNE,
— TS diE, R EE,

10.Jane. I'd just got through to you when the rélephone went

11.

dead on me®.

Oh, I'm sorry. My baby hung up the receiver.

LR, BiERA BLBET, TRER-TRFET.

— M, AR, R4 BRI FHET @iF.

What’s the number of the Central-South University? -
—Sorry, it has completely - slipped my mind. Why don't

i)

you lock it up in the telephone directory* or ask information?

FERFHRIESBREL T -
—XAE, RELERERT . KT 2FE—ERIEHE
HE R EFEARE? '

12. May I speak to your manager?



13.

14.

15.

16.

——Hold the Line.® I'll see if he's in. May I know who is
calling? .

AT LA R A8 2 YR E S ? : ;

— RN, REEERE, HA—TEREBL?
Good morning, miss. May I have a word with Grace?
—There is no Grace here. Maybe you have a wrong num-
ber. What number are you dialing? Oh, wait. I see. Thisisa
party line®. Will you dial again?

B E#, MA, FEER MR IEE? :
XEDEER. RIFRITET. fENRESEES
A7 B, E--T, REAT . ARBERE, FBEE K H
g ?

Jack! Is the telephone ringing?

Oh, yes, will you answer the call please? My hands are
occupied.

B, EESRAEWT?

—m, Bay, (FE-THY? RNFIAEE

Peter. You are wanted®. Your girlfriend is on the phone.

Thank you. I'm coming. I knew she is going to phone
today. 1 car [eel it in my bones®.

4%, A BIE, RIS LA RITS (F89.

— ik, kT . RBMAERSRIITHRIERY, KA
&

Is it Johnson? Will you accept a collect call from a Mr. Smith?

Yes, put it through, please.

 RARBIG? (RE S s 8 6 4 A T 60 R

B HREGT?
4



17.

18.

19.

20.

—17, WA K

Our boss is not in at the moment. Any messagé that T edn pass
® to him?

please Have hlm call Milton 244 — 234756.

Th.ank you. NN

HNTHERESE FEERNEG?

g, R AY, ﬁ‘f@.ﬁ&%’ﬁﬁﬂ‘?‘%tﬁ lﬁf&%‘ﬂ%ﬁ 284 -

234756, il . ‘

Do you know when he will be in? How can' I reach him by
phone? :

——He's always on the move®, but he’s got a beeper. You
can have him paged® by the number of 126-884.
At AR RIE? RABRFEERAEMBREL?
—ft S RARF T, HitH —1 BP . #RA[FS 126 - 884
el

Operator. Can you make a long distance call for me?

Yes, of course. Will you please hang up the receiver?
‘When you are through, I'll ring you up.

BR R, GERERRIT - MREREY?

— MM, WS, BT, ARENE,

Can I make a long distance call here? '

Yes, you may dial it direct, but you must leave a deposit
with us. The phone meter® will tell you how much you should
pay. - :
ﬁﬁ‘éﬁﬁﬂ—’f‘k:&%ﬁﬂ%?

» iin

ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂ""&o
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I . Practice Dialogues;

Jimmy:
Cathy H
Jimmy
Alice:
Cat hy H
Alice:
Cathy H
Alice:
Cathy :
James:

Linda:

James:

A Man;

James:

Linda:

1. May I Spezk to Alice?

Hello.

Hello. May I speak to Alice Weaver, please?

Just a minute, Alice. You are wanted on the phone.
Hello. Who is speaking?

Hi, Alice. This is Cathy. Can't recognize my voice?
Would you like tc go to a movie tonight?

Thanks, I'd love to. I haven’t been to a movie for a
long time.

Good. I'll pick you up around 7:30, then. The movie
starts at 8.

Fine, I'll be ready. If there's nothing else, I'll hang up
now. I'm very busy at the moment.

Okay. Bye now.

2. Can I Take a Message?

Was that the telephone ringing?

I didn't hear anything. Will you go over and have a
look? My hands are occupied.

Hello. This is Johnsons Company. May I help you?
I'd like to speak to the manager, please.

Hold the line. I'll see if he is around. Linda, it is for
the manager. Do you know where he is now?

I think he has gone out and won’t be back for quite a



while.

James; Hello, sir. The Manager isn’t in at:the moment. Can I

takea message?

The man:Oh, yes, please. Just tell him I'll expect his call at 10
this evening. My number is 546337. Thanks.

Secretary:
Wang Hong:

Secretary:
Wang Hong:
Secretary:

Wang Hong:

Secretary:

‘Wang Hong:

Mr. Smith:

Operator:

3. When Can I Reach Him?

Good afternoon. Dr. Perkin's office.

Good afternoon. I'd like to speak to the doctor. Is
he in?

Who is this calling please? ; .

My name is Wang Hong. I'sa from China.

I'm sorry. Dr.Perkin is now at an important meet-
ing and can’t answer your call. :
I'm an exchange scholar. Dr. Perkin asked me to
give a lecture. There are some details I want to dis-
cuss with him. I know he is busy, but do you think
he can squeeze me in? for just two minutes?

I see. You must speak to himself shout that. Oh,
well, if you leave your number I will*have him call
you back as soon as he’s available.

Thanks. My phone number is 783-82997.

4. For Outgoing Ca]ls'Dial: 8 First

Operator. Anything wrong with the phone in m¥
room? It can't go out.

For outgoing calls you must dial 8 first. |



Mr. Smith: I want to make a collect call to Chicage. Can you do
that for me?

Operator: No, it is more than I can do. You must do it your-
self. You can dial it direct. First the area code and
then your number.

Mr.Smith: Thank you. But what about my telephone bill? Do
I have to pay it now?

Operator; No, don't bother, We'll just add it to your ac-
count.

# M X O M O N X ¥ O O N O N ¥ ¥ O O O OF X N M O X

Operator: 453278. Can I help you?

Mr. Smith: Operator. Will you please put me through to exten-
sion 3717

Operator: Just a moment. I'll connect you. Dr. Brown, will
you accept a collect call from a Mr. Smith?

Mr. Brown: Yes, please put it through.

Operator: ~ Mr. Smith. You are through. Go ahead.

K . Comprehensive Dialogue:
Don’t Hang Up on Me!

Helen: George. 1 don’t want to listen to any more of your rub-
bish. I have had enough of you. Don’t try to call me a-
gain. I'll pull out the wire.

Linda: Hello, Helen! It’s me, Linda. Don’t hang up.

Helen: Oh, is that you, Linda? Where did you spring® from? 1
thought you were in America.



Linda:

Helen:
Linda:

Helen:
Linda:
Helen:
Linda:
Helen:
Linda;
Helen:
Linda:
Helen
Linda:

Helen:
Linda:

.1 returned two days ago. I had been trying toget you on

the phone all morning. Your line was’ always busy. At
ten o'clock, I'd just got through to you when: the. phore
went dead on me. Did you slam it down? What's going
on between you and George? Avavar? . i-ooged o

More than a war. A divorce.

No! You aren’t serious about it, are you? He was so
fond of you in college. A e

It’s all over now.. I doh’t warit. to talk about it over the
telephons. Where ere you? In a telephone booth?

At home. The first thing I did when | arrived home was
to- have a telephone installed so that I can get in contact
with my old friends. ) ’
What's your telephone number?

667788. It's very easy to remember.

Just a moment. Let me put it down.

Are you free tomorrow? If you are, please come over for
a chat.

I'd like to. But I can’t say for certain now. I'll call back
this evening to confirm it. Is it okay?"

Okay. You'd better cail me after ten. I won’t be at
home before that rime.

 Fine. I’'m sorry about what happened this morning.

What happened this morning?

I mistook you for George and hung up-on you so rudely.

Nonsense. Don't give it another thought. I sincerely

hope you'll soon get over the crisis and make peace®
9



with each other. If there's any way I can help, please
let me know.
Helen: Thank you. I will. Goodbye.

F . Other Expressions for Study:
Permission

1.May I come in, Mr. Brooks?
——1'd rather you didn’t, Miss Green. I'm very busy just
now. Would you mind coming back ten minutes later?
i R, R R .
— AN, B AT, RIERT, RS+ 2HEE
¥, 47157

2.0h, please, Tim. Let me leave my cat in your place.
——No, Ann.You'll have to leave the cat at home. And that's
final.®

R, TITEFR, ik FRAB I BTE R JLIE,

—'ﬁ‘ T, RBEERERE. RXHET, N BHE
To

3. These figures don't look quite right to me, Betty. Would you
mind if I check them?
——Not at all. Go ahead.
EE XHEHTFEREALNSD. HRE—T, AAEE?
— LR, FE!

4.Mr. Jones. Er-- could I have permission to take Friday off?

—Do you really have to? It's a bit difficult, with so many
people away on holiday, you know. If you really want to go,
10



you'll have to talk to the personnel-offiter and ask his -permis-
sion. I¥’s all right as far as I'm conééned®, but the regulations

say you should give a week's notice®. REE

BHTAK, - AR EBAT R, ALARGT o
——REMERED? Hal, ﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁlﬁ Hﬂﬁ'ﬁ
M. WRFHAERR, FEEFATSIHEES T HH
M, L LigmE, BikEe, %Fﬁéﬂﬂ?“%‘ﬂ#ﬁﬂ'?ﬁ
B,

5.Can I build a house on this empty lot? :

Oh, I don’t know, but I'm afraid you have 1o get official

permission for that sort of thing. I’'m not the one to say . yes or

no. You must wait until Mr. Brown comes back .

REEE X BT H E R TG
— W, RAAE. EREXHABHKBELIEFEES
7o MEBBBRII0GE, 17155708 f 4 EERH .

V .Notes: :

(Dmear to:be of importance to the stated degree. f 3 A H - &
X o e.g. Your firendship means a great deal to me.

@ The Age of Information Explosion: (& BH#E+ERT(L, _

@put through to: connect with. $EHE]-- e.g. Operator, would
you please put me through to'the Department of Srudies?

@The line is busy: The line is engaged. &2,

®a collect call: a call in which you reverse the charges or which is
paid by the receiver. BRI F T # A B1E, e. g’ Call'me col-
lect as soon as you get home.

®party: a person or a group of persons concerned. X F; — .

i



e.g.This proposal pleases all parties.

(Dout of order : not working properly. &, e.g- My radio is
out of order.

® Information: G F & o

@hang up(on) : put the receiver back. H#. e.g. 1 was so angry
that I hung up on her.

@ outside call: telephone call that goes out of one enclosed system.
LA A

(Mgo dead (on): stop working due to lack of power. FlT. e.g-

. The telephone went dead in the middle of our conversation.

@telephone directory: phone book. HLiE#.

@Hold the line: Don’t put your phone down. 1%k,

@a party line: a telephone line connected with more than one
telephones. B EH

@®You are wanted (on the phone): There is a call for you. VI"H
B,

@feel in one’s bones: believe strongly ( though without proof) . ER
EWiM. c.g.1 feel in my bones that it will be a sunny day to-
MOTTow .

(D pass on:give sth. to another person. {&i% ., e.g. Read the note
then pass it on.

®on the move: travelling around. A%, e.g. I don't know
where Mike is. He's always on the move.

Dpage:call (aloud) for sb. {58F, FHF. e.g. 1 couldn’t find my
friend at the airport, so I had her paged.

@phone meter: a meter which is used to record how long you've
spoken over the phone. HiEITHT#%.
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