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Sketching Tour in
Northeast China and Xi-
njiang

by Daoping

This Summer and Autumn, |
went on a Sketching tour in the
Northeast of China with a group
of other painters from Jiangsu
province, and then went 1o Xinjia-
ng with two of them at the
invitation of the National Tounsm
Administration of China. Short
tours as they are they left me a
aeep impression

The Changbzi Mountain, an
extinct volcano. snow - coverec
all the year round. is & sacred
mountain in the eyes of the
Korean nationality We were fa-
scinated by the tranchr Lake on
the top and the waterfalls in the
montains As we approached the
top we drew some sketches. As
the height increased, the plants
changed from fir to birch and
further on grass hills patchea with
wild flowers, Looking downwards
we saw a magnificent scene of
luxuriant forest and sailling
clouds. Climbing up the Changbai
mountain which 15 3000 metres
high above the sea is by no
means easy. We were already
soaked with sweat when we
finally got to the top. What an
experientce to overlook the Tia-
nchi lake and the appealing sce-
nery in the cold menntain breeze!

Dalian is a charming city witna
darkblue sea, fresh air and green
lawns. Strolling along the seasho-
re, we were intoxicated by the

sounda of the water splashing on
rocks. patrolling clouds and sar
ging tide

Xinplang. a lanc of noems
and songs was another place |
had been looking forwarc 1o
seeing As soon as we stepped
down the plane a1 Kash:, the
1a-

piggest ciry In the south o7 Xi
ng. we were attracted by the local
style and  features, the mo-
sques with steeple *ops, different
sorts of melons and fruits. coleur-
ful silk and carpets drooping
down from tops o° booths and
Yengisar knives 1nlad with gems,
gold and silver Qur car rode
southwards from kashi, cross over
the plateau and arrived In the
Taxkorgan county where the Tajik
people inhabitad, which is near
the Sino-Pakistan border. We
saw endless canyons, snowpeaks,
swift rivers and precipitous cliffs
on the journey The Kalakulr Lake
is by all means a beautiful lake.
like a lovely piece of jade lying in
the snow covered peaks and
desclate mounfains. The reflec-
tions of motionless snow mou-
ntains and sheep scatiered on the
golden antumn grassland under
the high sky look like a tewyland.
After our visit to south Xinjia-

ng, we set out west for lli . From
Urumaqi to li, 1t took us *wo days
to cover the 700 kilometras by car
on “he streight highway cuting
through the vast Gob: Cesert. At
night we stopped a* a small town
called Jirghe, which Is abound in
Chinese wolfberry. The cried “ruit

ot the Chinese wolfberry tastes
sweet. simiar to the taste of
1as’ns On the bleak Gobi Desert
wnere there 1s water there are
lives. And the melons and fruits

growing
there are uniquely sweet, prob
ably owning to the unique natural

conditions Once you taste 11 you
will never forget i your hfe At
noon of the second dav on our

journey west In the desert we
came to the Lake After a long
time travel in the vast desert. we
were cxcited by the blue lake. It
was lke a landscape painting
with cattle and sheep rambl ng by
the lakeside, celves gamoaling
ground the mother cattle and
occasionally a Kazak herdsmar
speeding past on the horse back
The next place we passed was 4
canyon called Guozigeu, which 13
beautiful for the tall and straight
China fir trees on the cliff, wila
flowers and tinkling streams and
brooks A little further west from
the canyon stand the runs of
Huiyuan city There are plenty
traces of an ancient cwivil zation
along the sid Road. such as
Yangguan Pass, JiayLguan Pass
Gsochang and Jiaohe runs. It
used to be an ancient battlefield.
but now a famous scenic spot
which attracts thousands of tou
nsts

This collection 1s a record of
my two-month journey, which |
hope my 1eaders will like
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Zhu Daoping He was born in
Zhejiang Huangyan in 1949, Gra-
duated from the fine Art Depart-
ment of Nanjing Art College, he is
a member of the Chinese Artists
Association deputy principal  of
Nanjing Academy ot Calligraphy
and Painting, guest painter of the
Jiargsu Chinese Painting Acade-
my. Exhibitions of his works were
helc in Nanjing, Tokya. Taibei,
Hongkong. And his works have
been on display on national art
exhibitions many times. Land-
scape Paintings of Zhu Daoping
and Landscape Sketches of Zhu
Daoping have peen published.
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6 ERBWEBRZBR Seashore of Laohutan at Dawn




7 RIURIIIBUS Fine Pasture on Tianshan Mis
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8 REH ERYNE Lake in Gobi Desert




9 KEBR Desert Spring
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10 BBYUE Houxia Pasture




11 BESEP On Way to Zhaose




12 BB Autumn Scene




