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Act One

.

Arrival in Beijing

.

Scene 1 On the Airplane

(The plane has landed at Capital Airport and the

passengers are getting down, but Dora Dobbs, a smartly

dressed young blonde with sun-glasses, is stitl reading a book

on a seat by the window. An air-hostess approaches her. )

Hostess ;

Dobbs .

Hostess :

Dobbs ;

Hostess ;

_DObbS :

Hostess ;

Excuse me, madam, we’ve already arrived in
Beijing.

(puts down her book calmly) Yes, I know.

But you don’t seem to be ready to get off.

The book is so fascinating! It’s about Sherlock
Holmes’ trip to China, you know.

You mean Holmes, the world-renowned
detective? But as far as I know, he never came to
China.

Yes, he did. According to this book, he became a
merchant when he was old, and came to China for
china. T

He came to China for China®?! 1 beg your
pardon)! 1 haven’t the faintest idea of what you’re

talking about. madam.
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Dﬂbbs e

Hostess;

Dobbs ;

Hostess:

Dobbs ;

Hostess :

Dobbs ;

Hostess :

Dobbs .

Hostess ;

Debbs

Hostess ;

1 mean he came to China to deal in chinaware.

1 see! But it’s no time to discuss Sherlock
Holmes, madam. All the passengers have got off
except you.

(looks at the empty plane) So they have. Well,
somebody has to be the last to leave. I’ll just
collect my baggage and off I shall go! (looks for
her travelling-bag) Golly! Where’s my bag?

It’s right in your hand, madam.

No! This is my hand-bag; it’s the travelling-bag
that is missing.

Is it the brown one on the luggage-rack?

No. Mine is a dark brown one, and a bit smaller
than this. I put it on the rack, next to this brown
bag. '
Somebody must have taken yours by mistake.
These sorts of things have happened before.
That’s too bad! I shouldn’t have been reading
this book just now, but it was so thrilling! —
The murderer was just going to bump off a rich
old woman when Sherlock Holmes peeped in at
the window.

And you were just reading that exciting part of
the story when the plane landed, I suppose?
(smiling) Yes, that’s exactly what happened.
How could T keep an eye on my belongings when 1
was so absorbed in the book?

You are taking all this very calmly, madam, but
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other passengers would be flabbergasted if they
find their luggage missing. Is there any money in
_ that bag of yours?

Dobbs: No. There are some clothes and things, that’s
all. 1 keep my traveller’s cheques and jew?llery in
this hand —bag of mine, and I never part with it.

Hostess: That’s very wise of you, madam. We’d better
send this big brown bag to the Lost Property
Office; if anyone comes to claim it, he or she
would probably be the person who has taken
away your bag by mistake.

Dobbs: Or on purpose. You never can tell.

Hostess; Come with me, please]

(Dora Dobbs follows the air-hostess down the plane. )
Scene 2 At the Airport

(The air-hostess is taking the travelling-bag to the office
building of the airport, with Dobbs following her.)
Hostess: Where are you from, madam?

Dobbs: 1 got on the plane in Hongkong.
Hostess: That 1 know; it was a Hongkong-Beijing flight.
| What’s your nationality, if I may ask?

Dobbs: I’'m a Revivian.

Hostess; Pardon?
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Dobbs ;

Hostess ;

Dobbs :

Hostess ;

Dobbs ;

Hostess ;

Dobbs;

Hostess ;

Dobbs :

Hostess ;
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I’m from Revivia. Have you ever heard of the
place?

No, I'm afraid not. Where is it?

It’s a small country on the Pacific. I’ve been
hoping to come and see China ever since 1 was a
kid, but I never knew that the moment I arrived
here, my bag would be pinched. What luck!

But I don’t think it has really been stolen,
madam. If the person had taken it on purpose, he
wouldn’t have left his own bag behind, would he?
I’'m taking this brown bag to the Lost Property
Office; will you come with me, so as to register
your lost bag there?

Never mind. lSince there aren’t any valuables in
it, I won’t bother to get it back.

But your clothes are in it, madam. ’_Don’t you
need them during your stay here?

I’ll buy some new ones in Beijing, and another
bag or a suitcase.

Apparently, you can afford it easily. ‘Maybe you
are a millionairess, for all that 1 know.

A millionairess? (laughs) 1 wish 1 were! I’m only
a poor student that’s been saving up for years for
this China trip.

I don’t believe a word of what you are saying!
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Dobbs ;

Hostess ;

10

Since you don’t want your luggage back, you
needn’t follow me to the Lost Property Office.
(points anather way) That’s the way to the
Customs. Goodbye, madam!

Bye-bye, miss! Thanks a lot,.

Not at all. If I may say so, madam, next time
you travel as a “poor student”, you should be
disguised as one, instead of wearing such an

expensive suit.



