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The Eastermn Qing Tombs, the first imperial cemetery the Qing
Dynasty built after the Manchus crossed the Great Wall and en-
tered Beijing, are located at Malanyu in Zunhua City in Hebei
Province, 125 kilometres east of Beijing. They are one of the best
preserved burial grounds in China, an important state-protected
cultural site, and a well-known scenic attraction for tourists.

The construction of the Eastern Qing Tombs began in the eigh-
teenth year of the Shun Zhi Reign (1661). All together 15 imperial
tombs were built here including five for emperors: Xiaoling for
Emperor Shun Zhi, the first emperor of the Qing Dynasty after the
regime was established in Beijing; Jingling for Emperor Kang Xi,
the second emperor; Yuling for Emperor Qian Long, the fourth em-
peror; Dingling for Emperor Xian Feng, the seventh emperor; and
Huiling for Emperor Tong Zhi, the eighth emperor. There are four
for the empresses Xiao Zhuang, Xiao Hui, Xiao Zhen (Ci An) and
Xiao Xin (Ci X1), five for imperial concubines Jingfei, Jing-
shuangfei, Yufei, Dingfel and Huifel, and one for princess. It took
272 years from 1663 when Emperor Snun Zhi was buried to 1935 when
the last imperial concubine was interred to complete, and all to-
gether 161 people were buried in this large cemetery.

The Eastem Qing Tombs cover a total area of 2,500 square
kilometres and consist of two parts: the Rear Dragon -and the
Front Site.

The Rear Dragon starts from the Great Wall behind the tombs
and runs through the Shaozu and Wuling mountains to Chengde in
the north, borders Miyun County to the west and extends to the
city of Zunhua on the east side. With undulating high mountain

- peaks rising one after another, and grotesque rocks standirg here
and there, the area is of great beauty.

The Front Site, where the cemetery lies, covers an area of 48
square kilometres. It starts from the Grand Palace Gate in the
south, with a surrounding wall on the eastem and western sides
totalling 20 kilometres. The surrounding wall runs northward along
the ranging mountain slopes through Malanyu to Malanguan to con-
nect with the Great Wall on the east and across the Xida River to
pass through the hills to the southern side of the Huanghua Moun-
tain on the west, providing a protective wall for the entire ceme-
tery.
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The imperial burial grounds are closely related to the “Feng-
shui”, or the natural topographical features of the area. The
practice of Fengshui appeared very early in China. Geomancers of
the past dynasties developed a concept for an ideal residence for
poth the living and the dead: mountains to the near north serve as
shelter, mountains to the far south as a response to the mountains
in the north, low hills on the right and left sides as guards, broad
flat land on the site, and rivers flowing nearby. Such a place was
called “land of four divinities” or “land of four spirits”.

To tally with this traditional Chinese theory of Fengshui, geo-
mancers bore in mind the instruction that “the best location must
be chosen” when they went to conduct surveys of the site. The
Eastern Qing Tombs have the Changrui Mountain Peaks rising one
higher than another on the north, the undulating Yingfeidaoyang
Mountains in the east, the high Huanghua Mountains to the west
and the natural screen-like Jinxing Mountains to the south. Fur-
ther south Xiangshan and Yandun form an entrance to the cemetery
which is called Xinlingkou and to which all the water in the vicinity
flows to form the Xida River. It is a typical “land of four
divinities”. .

Once the site was decided upon, a series of structures would
be erected. They would be arranged as those in the imperial
palace: with an outer court for the emperor to handle state af-
fairs and an inner court as living quarters. A long path called “Sa-
cred Way” led to the entrance of the tomb.

A main Sacred 'Way to the head tomb (the oldest) and sup-
sidiary Sacred Ways to lesser tombs are always found in an impe-
rial cemetery. The main Sacred Way of the Eastermn Qing Tombs is
the one to Xiacling. The subsidiary Sacred Ways are connected to
the main one, and they form an integral whole in the cemetery.
The Sacred Ways reached a height of development in the Ming and
Qing dynasties, and the Sacred Way of Xiaoling is five kilometres
long. Along the Sacred Ways are a stone archway, Grand Palace
Gate, the Hall for Changing Clothes, Divine Merits Stele Tower,
Screen Hill (an earth mound to block direct view to the tomb),
stone columns, stone sculptures, the Dragon-Phoenix Gate and
Seven-arch Bridge.

The buildings at the end of a Sacred Way are for sacrificial
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ceremonies. The ceremonial structures in the Eastermn Qing Tombs
are arranged In this order: Stele Tower on the Sacred Way,
Kitchen Storehouse, Pastry Room, Guardhouse, Long’en Gate,
Sacrificial Paper Burmer, Wing Halls on the east and west,
Long’en Hall, Three-Arch Bridge, Gate to the Burial. Mound,
Double-Pillar Gate and the Five Stone Altar Pieces.

Usually an imperial tomb is constructed in the following way:
after the burial chamber is completed, a high and thick wall is
bullt to go around the chamber that rises higher than the ground
level, the earth is piled inside the wall to form a mound with its
top higher than the wall. The wall-enclosed area is called the
“Precious Citade!” and the mound is called the “Precious Top”.
The high wall is complete with pattlements and crenels. There is
a square walled area in front of each tomb called “Square City”. A
tower on top of it houses a stone tablet inscribed with the de-
ceased emperor’s posthumous title. The tower, integrated with
the “Precious Top” in structure, can be reached by two ramps ei-
ther inside or outside the wall.

The high earth mound and the tower on top of the Sguare City
greatly enhance the solemnity and grandeur of the imperial burial
ground.

The mammoth burial chamber, known as the * Underground
Palace”, is comparable to the palaces for the empsrors in its ex-
travagant design and decoration. Many cbjects were buried along
with the dead emperor. These “Underground Palaces” were myste-
rious to the common people in the past, but after Dingling of the
Ming Tombs, and Yuling and Empress Cl Xi's tomb of the Eastem
Qing Tombs were opened up, they are not so mysterious today.

The Underground Palace of Yuling of the Eastern Qing Tombs
is an arched structure without pillars or beams. Fifty-four metres
below the surface, the 372-square-metre ground is composed of
nine vaults and four stone gates, with Buddhist engravings on all
ceilings and walls. It Is not only a great artistic treasure-house
but also an underground Buddhist hall.

The front gatetower is carved out of a whole piece of white
marble. The eaves gutters and animal beams are exquisitely
carved. The semicircle Moonbeam Stone on top of the gatetower
is carved with auspicious objects such as Buddhist images, pots,
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peacock feather and conches. Carved on the fourth stone gate are
eight relief images of Bodhisattva. About 1.5 metres high, they
are beautifully clad. On the vault's walls and ceiling are the im-
ages of Four Deva-Kings and other Budadhist figures.

The Burial Chamber is the |ast vault and main part of the Un-
derground Palace. In it the coffin of Emperor Qian Long is placed
in the middle of the 12-metre-wide marble bed. On either side of
the emperor’s coffin are the coffins of two empresses and three
imperial concubines. Beneath the coffin of Emperor Qian Long is
an auspicious well. It was said that the well never went dry or
flooded. In fact the well with a diameter of only ten centimetres
in the mouth serves as “an auspicious point” for the tomb and has
no water in it. Buried in it were treasures belonging to the emper-
or when he was alive. On the ceiling of the vault are engraved
three large Buddhist flowers with 24 petals. In the centre of the
flowers are Sanskrit and Buddhist images surrounded by corals
and pearls. Engraved on the semicircle Moonbeam Stones on the
eastern and western walls are also Buddhist images and Eight-
Treasure patterns. At the foot of walls are Buddhist scriptures
engraved in intaglio in Sanskrit and the Tibetan language. The en-
gravings are neat and very powerful.

Of particular interest are the sacrificial objects In the impe-
rial tombs. People in ancient times believed that the dead would
lead a life much similar to that of the living. They would need pro-
duction implements, articles for dally use and things for enter-
‘tainment, so these things were buried along with the dead. Emper-
ors, royal family mempers, the rich and high-ranking officials in
the several thousand years of feudal society took numerous arti-
cles of daily use, arts and crafts, jewellery, and other things with
them to thelr burial grounds. Every large tomb is an underground
treaures-house.

~—* Objécts buried with Emperor Qian Long in the underground
palace are numercus. They include a gold crown with pearls, a
robe embroidered with dragons in gold, pearls, silk purses, etc.

In a word, the Eastern Qing Tombs have beautiful
surroundings, exauisite buildings and numercus cultural relics.
The place is not only a scenic attraction for tourists but provides
valuable materials for the study of Qing history.
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A Fairyland  The cemetery of the Eastern Ohng Tombs is a scenic
place. After morning clouds and mists have scattered, blue rivers,
white bridges, golden roofs, red walls and green pine and cypress trees
appear to form a beautiful picture. People took this place for a fairy-
land.
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Portrait of Emperor Shun Zhi Emperor Shun Zhi ( reigned
1644-61), named Fu Lin, was the first Qing emperor after
the Manchus took Beijing. During his reign, he promoted
production and the unity of various nationalities, playing an
active role in stabilizing the society in the early period of
the Qing Dynasty.
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A Panoramic View of Xiaoling The oldest of the Eastern
Cing Tombs on the central axis is for Emperor Shun Zhi
and his empresses Xiaokang Zhang and Xiao Xian. Start-
ing from the Stone Archway, it is 5, 600 metres long and
consists of 28 groups of buildings. The largest of Eastern
Qing Tombs . the tomb served as an example for all conse
quent imperial tombs after the Manchus took Beijing.
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