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Children’s education is changing very fast today. In the past,
teachers made children sit still for hours. They made them
memorise all sorts of things. In other words, the children
had to go on repeating things until they knew them “by
heart”. Today, many teachers wonder if it is possible to
make children learn at all. They say you can only help them
learn. They say you must let children learn and discover
things for themselves. But for too many children,school is a
kind of prison. They are there only because their parents
make them go. They get out of the classroom as soon as the
teacher lets them leave.

Many of them want to find jobs but the law will not let them
work until they reach a certain age. And so, they have to
stay at school. Often they do not learn anything at all and
hate every moment.
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1. What is happening to children’s education today?
A. Nothing is happening to it.
B. It is becoming worse.
C. It is changing fast.
D. There is little change about it.
2. “+++Until they knew them by heart”. This part of the sen-
tence means
A. Until children knew each other very well
B. Until teachers knew children very well
C.Until teachers and children became good friends
D. Until children remembered the things they had learned
very well
3. According to the auther,many children
A.enjoy going to school
B. hate going to school
C. feel happy at school
D. are eager to-go to school
4. According to the passage,which of the following conclu-
sions might be reasonable?
A.Hf the law allows them work,many children will try to
find jobs.
B. Even if the law allows them work ,no children will look
for jobs.
C.1f the teacher let them leave,most of the children will
stay at their classroom doing their exercises.

D. Every child will go to school even if his parents do not
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make him go.
5. What is the auther’ opinion on children’s education today ?
A. It is perfectly(52 %) good.
B. 1t is still to be improved.
C. 1t is even worse than that in the past.
D. It is as bad as that in the past.
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He studies acoustics,the science of sound.
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Her sister is clever,but unlike her sister,Mary is a dull
girl.
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After a whole day of walk,he felt exhausted,so he lay
dwon for a rest at once.
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(1) My Grandfather

My grandfather was a teacher. He was the headteacher
of a school for boys between the ages of thirteen and eigh-
teen. I know that he was a kind and gentle man at heart,be-
cause when I was young(and he was old),he gave me pre-
sents,and sat me on his knee,and told me stories. But I be-
lieve the boys at his school were afraid of him.

At school, when he walked into .a room full of noisy
boys.there was silence (%##) at once. When he looked at a
boy with a certain look in his eye, that boy went red, and
looked down at his shoes. If a boy didn’t try his best to do
his work,or if his work was poor and careless,my grandfa-
ther picked up the boy’s book and threw it across the room,
shouting: ‘Do it all again,and bring it back first thing in the
morning!’ If the boy was late,or if he forgot to bring the
work, he had to do it again,and again,and yet again. My
grandfather never forgot. A

He was a very different man at school,{from the man in
his own home.

1. My grandfather was .
a. a kind and gentle teacher
b.a teacher,who gave presents to the pupils
c. the headteacher of a boys’ school
d. a teacher who didn’t like his pupils in his school
2. I knew my grandfather was kind and gentle, because
..



a. he was the headteacher of a boys’ school
b. he gave presents and told me stories
c. he told me stories about how kind he was
d. he let me sit on his knee and tell him stories
3. When he looked at a boy in a certain way, that boy

a. went red and could not return my grandfather’s look
b. looked back at my grandfather’s red face
c. looked at his shoes to see if they were dirty
d. went red in the face because his shoes were dirty
4. My grandfather did not like to receive
a. worse work than he could do himself
b. work that the boys could not do
c- work that was not as good as the boys could do
d. the most careful work that the boys could do
5. When he received poor work ,my grandfather .
a. shouted at the boy and threw his work across the room
b. went red in the face )
c. threw the book on the floor , and shouted across the room
d. threw the book at the boy
6. He was a different man at home,for
a. he did not get angry at school as he did at home
b. he was gentle at school .
¢ . he did not throw books about at school as he did at home
d. he did not get angry at home
27T



(2) A Story of the Beard and Passport .

Mr and Mrs Cooper arrive at London Airport, at the
end of a three-week holiday in Italy. It has been hot there,so
Mr Cooper has taken off the beard (452 4§F) that he has
always worn. But his passport ({7#) photo shows him with
his beard.

An officer looks at the photo for a moment,and says:
‘Will you excuse me. Please sit down. I shan’t keep you
long. ’ With this, he walks away,shows the photo to a sec-
ond officer,and says: ‘I know that face. > The second officer
looks at the passport and asks where Mr Cooper has come
from. When he hears that the Coopers have just arrived back
from Rome,the second officer’s eyes light up,and he says:
‘An Englishman with a beard stole a painting (4 @) in
Rome on Friday. And that man looks-+’

Suddenly, the first officer knows who Mr Codper is. He
returns to him,and asks: ‘Did you teach at Feltham High
School?” When Mr Cooper answers, wth some surprise,that
he did, the first officer smiles,and says: ‘I thought so. I'm
Alan Simpson. You taught me French. You haven’t changed
a bit.’ ' '

1. Mr and Mrs Cooper are at the airport
a. simply to show their passport
b. on their way back from their holiday
c. on their way to a holiday abroad (1)
.8



d. to meet Alan Simpson
2. The Coopers
a. have just come back from the airport
b. are on their way to Rome for three weeks
c. spent three weeks in Rome before going to Italy
d. have been in Italy for three weeks
3. Mr Cooper
a- has a beard on his face but not in his photo
b. grew a beard while he was on holiday
c. has a beard in his photo but not on his face
d. took his beard off long before he went on holiday
4. The first officer is sure
a. Mr Cooper stole the painting
b. he knows the second officer’s face
c. he has seen the face in the photo before
d.a man without a beard stole the painting
5. The second 6fficer says that
a. Mr Cooper stole the painting
b.an Italian with a beard stole a painting
c.an Englishman who has just taken his beard off stole a
painting
d. a man with a beard,from England,stole a painting in
Rome .
6. Mr Cooper taught .
a. Alan Simpson to be a first officer
b. Alan Simpson French at Feltham High School
© 9.



c. at Feltham High School,in France

d. French when his name was Simpson,not Cooper

(3) A Close Friend of Mine

A close friend of mine lives with six hundred wild ani-
mals on the Greek Island. Ever since he leit school (I first
knew him there)he has travelled all over the world collect-
ing animals for his own zoo. He hoped to collect at least two
samples (BE f& ) of every kind of animal on his island, like
Noah (¥ ) before the Great Flood (KX #7K). But my friend
was afraid of a flood not of water,but of people. I expect you
have heard of my friend;he writes books about his travels,
and about the wild and wonderful animals that he collects.
The money from the books helps to pay for all the food that
these animals eat.

My friend told me that when he was out looking for wa-
ter last week, (there is not enough water on the island,
though there is plenty all round it),he found oil. He needs
money for his travels,and for his zoo,and a little oil would
buy enough water for a life-time; but he knows that if he
tells anybody else about it,it will be the end of his z00,and
his life’s work.

So, if 1 know my friend,he will not tell anybody (but
you and me)about what he found ——because oil and water
do not mix.
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- My friend lives
a.on an island in the middle of a great flood
b. at the school ;she once studied there
c.on a Greek island with six hundred animals
d. all over the world;he is always travelling
. Since he left school
a. he has collected books about every kind of animal
b. h¢ has lived in zoos all over the world
c. he has lived all the time on a Greek island
d. he has travelled all over the world collecting animals
. My friend was afraid of
a.a flood of too many people
b.a great flood of water
c.a flood of too many animals on his island
d. a flood of oil
. He pays for the food the animals eat by
a. collecting two samples of every animal
b. travelling all over the world
c. writing and selling books
d. selling the oil on his island
. Last week my friend
a. found enough water on his island to last a life-time
b. was looking for water,and found oil
c. found plenty of oil all round the island
d. went out looking for oil to pay for his travels
. If he tells anybody about the oil .
e 11«



a. it will be the end of his life’s work
b. he will have as many animals as he needs
c. he will not write any more books

d. people will no longer come and visit his zoo.

(4) Mr Dodds

" Some people do not like anything to be out of place;
they are never late for work ;they return their books to the
library on time;they remember people’s birthdays;and they
pay their bills (# 88) as soon as they arrive. Mr Dodds is
such a person.

Mr Dodds works in a bank.and lives by himself. His on-
ly family is in the next town:His sister lives there with her
husband ,and her son,Mark. Mr Dodds does not see his sis-
ter,or her family,from one to the next.but he sends them
Christmas cards,and he has not forgotten one of Mark’s sev-
enteen birthdays.

Last week Mr Dodds had quite a surprise. He drove
home from the bank at the usual time, driving neither too
slowly nor too fast;he parked his car in the usual place,out
of the way of other cars,and he went inside to make his
evening meal. Just then, there was a knock at the door. Mr
Dodds opened the door,to find a policeman standing on the
door-step.

“What have I done wrong?’ Mr Dodds asked himself.
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