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The civilisation of the Silk Road is the product of the encounter in the context of eco-

nomic, ial, and technological exch over tens centuries of people of different re-

gions, cultures, beliefs ,and races in search of survival and development. In 1987 the UNESCO

officially made the“Integral Study of the Silk Road,Road of Dialogue”a part of its “UNESCO

World Decade for Cultural Development”, with the idea of encouraging exchange and dia-
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logue between East and West and advancing the cause of world peace To this end, the UN-
ESCO initiated a whole series of undertakings which have been welcomed and supported by
academics, governments, and the people of many countries.

Maritime Silk Route Studies applies this widely recognised concept to the maritime link
between East and West and involves all manner of international exchange carried out by sea.

This includes

seafaring traffic, trade, international relations, politics, science, techniques,

culture, religion, history, geography, and immigration, The areas covered by these inter-
disciplinary, synthetic studies are many and their content rich.

In order to provide a space for academic exchange in this domain berween Chinese and
non-Chinese scholars, We will edit and publish Maritime Silk Route Studies. To be published
non-periodically, it will be collections of scholarly essays written primarily in Chinese and
English, but not excluding other languages. In addition to studies of the silk road of the sea,
there will be book reviews and news of the field both inside and outside China.

The essays appearing in Maritime Silk Route Studies represent the views of their authors
and do not reflect the opinions of the editors. They will be published as presented by the au-
thors and will not be translated , although articles will be preceded by an abstract in Chinese
or English for the convenience of the reader. Because English and other languages may be
used by people of different countries accustomed to different stylesheers, they will be pub-
lished as received, with only minor corrections of obvious errors or omissions and unification
of style.

In February 1994, in order to commemorate a three-year UNESCO silk road of the sea
study of Quanzhou,an international conference on“The Maritime Silk Route and Islamic Cul-
ture”was held in Quanzhou and a visit of ancient vestiges of Islamic culture organised. In this
first volume of Maritime Sitk Route Studies we publish a number of the important speeches
made and a selection of the papers presented by Chinese and non-Chinese scholars at this

conference.

We welcome manuscripts from scholars throughout the world, in whatever language .

they wish to use, so that the results of studies of the silk road of the sea may be shared by
all. Tt is our hope that Maritime Silk Route Studies will contribute to the advancement of mu-
tual understanding and exchanges between the peoples of the world and to the creation of a

new world of peace and friendship.
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Opening Speech
by Wang langtuan, Vice governor of Fujian Province

Todays we are holding this grand ceremony te commentorate the Third Anniversary of
UNESC() Maritime Silk Route Expedition in Quanzhou and to observe the inauguration of
the international seminar on “The Marttime Silk Route and the Islamic Culture”. 1Tam very
happy to understand that about 40 foreign scholars and experts from 17 countries have gath-
ered together at Quanzhou with the representatives of Chinese academic circles 1o participate
in the grand meeting. After the meeting, Part of the scholars home and abroad will set out
northward from Quanzhou to investigate the Istamic relics along the coastal area of China on
the tracks of Marco Polo. I consider it a great honour for Fujian 1o have so many experts
from so many countries gathered at Quanzhou for a common objective-inquiry into the Mar-
ititme Silk Route. It is now the outset of the spring time, as we have just seen the traditional
Chinese Spring Festival out and the exciting and blushing Lantern Festival in. Your presence
has added a lot of jubilance to the Festival. Thercfore, allow me on behalf of Fujian People’s
Government to extend our warm welcoming to Your Excellency Mr. Doudou Diéne, Your Ex-
cellency Mr. Lawati and Honored Guests from home and abroad.

The Maritime Silk Route has been in fact an econemic and trading route and a route of
tourism ever since the ancient time. During the Song and Yuan Dynasties, Quanzhou, also
known as Zaytun, was very brisk in business and trade. Merchants from all over the world
as warmed into this city, which brought about the prosperity and the interflow of economy
and trade between China and the alien countries. which made Quanzhou the biggest port in
the East and terminus of the Maritime Silk Route, and on the other hand promoted the cul-
tural exchanges between the East and the west, among which the Islamic culture occupied a
very important place. Variety of Islamic relics and antiquities found at Quanzhou are the wit-
nesses. Therefore, the Maritime Silk Route is also meant a route of cultural exchanges be-
tween the East and the West.

Fujian is onc of the provinces that have been carrying out the policy of opening to the
outside world the earliest. Since the reform of apening up, it has obtained great achievements
in economical construction and socialist cause. Up to 1993, we had accomplished the strategic
task of doubling the gross national product seven years ahead of time. In the following, we
will manage to fulfill a third doubling of the gross national product at the end of this century

and enter the first eight places to the whole country in terms of per capita. In implementation
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of the said goal,we should adhere to the reform and opening to the outside world . import and
make full use of foreign advanced techniques scapital and talents. Besides, we need the carnest
help from the broad masses of Chincse home and abroad, overseas Chinese and the country-
men in Hong Kong. Marco and Taiwan. So we are against a big problem, that is how to ad-
vance and enrich the spirit of the Maritime Silk Route. In the establishment of the socialist
market economy, we shall bring into full play the superiority of Fujian including the Islamic
cultural wealth coming down in the history, the friendly relations with the surrounding Is-
lamic countries, the friendly relations with the Arabic countries in the Middle East, Iran and
so forth.

Tt is absolutly necessary 10 develop the economical trading and tourism and cultura! ex-
changes with these countries, hang together will the international markets. Only relying on
these practices, with the economic construction of Fujian develop continucusly, healthily and
rapidly. I'll venture to say that these problems should be emphasized in the study of the Mar-
itime Silk Route for the academic circles.

Finally, I wish the seminar success!

Wish all parricipants the best of health and a pleasant stay in Fujian! Thank ycu.



Address on the Opening Ceremony
by Doudou Diéne

Tt is now three years since Quanzhou welcomed the scientific team of the Maritime Silk
Route Expedition. On this occasion Quanzhou took exceptional measures to highlight the cen-
tral place it occupied throughout the history of the Maritime Silk Route. The harbour had
been newly developed,and the whole town,ablaze with lights and filled with the sound of fes-
tivities-for it was the beginning of the Chinese New year-was decked with signs and symbals
bearing witness to its historical role. But it was especially through the building of the
Quanzhon Maritime Museum . which we had the honour of inaugurating, that Quanzhou, in
the spirit of the scientific and cultural dialogue of the Silk Roads Project, aimed not only to
prescrve a prodigious memory . but above all to establish itself as a centre for reflection and
study of the intcractions and contacts which took place along the Maritime Silk Routs.

Today we are back in the ancient port of Zaytun to acknowledge this historical role,and,
more specifically, 10 give wider resonance to the dialogue of civilizations wheh UNESCO has
pledged 1o renew through the Iniegral Study of the Silk roads: Roads of Dialogue. On the
long Maritime Silk and Spice Route. Zaytun, through its history and its culture,, is indeed the
most appropriate place to discuss a theme which is so rich and which concerns the multiple
and wide-ranging exchanges and contacts between peoples: the Maritime Silk Route and Ts-
lamic Culture, Historians generally attach greater importance to the spread of Islam along the
fand routes, across the deserts of Arabia to the distant Orient, Central Asia and China, How-
ever, the scientific teamn of the Maritime Route Expedition was able to gain a clearer insight
into the extent and multiple forms of the movements of Islam by sea towards the Far East,
starting from their memorable stay in Oman. May I recall that it was thanks to the generosity
ol Sultan Qaboos bin Said of Oman that this Expedition could take place,

From port to port, and country 1o country . from the configuration of coastal ciries to the
lay-out and architecture of towns . from the mausoleums and tombstones to the museums , the
scientific team was able to rediscover the traces,signs and expressions of the movement of Is-
lam to the East. In this way ,three essential concepts were brought to light . first sconfirmation
of the fundamental contribution made by Arab science and nautical techniques to the history
of the opening up of the maritime routes; then, in the same context, the rediscovery of the
Arab merchant advancing into the unknown bearing in one hand his wares and in the other
the Koran; and lastly, on 2 more profound, plane, the interactions between Islam and the
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