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Preface

Since China’s economic reforms began in the late 1970s, in-
creasing numbers of Chinese students and scholars have gone abroad
for further study. Initially, most came on formal exchanges or on
government-funded programs. Increasingly, however, China's students
go abroad after locating for themselves the best program, and arranging
their own funding. The task of finding the right schools, figuring out
the application process, handling departure from China and adjustment
to the new cultural and academic milieu has been handled very well by
most. But the process has not been an easy one, as those of us who
have welcomed many such students have long realized.

Therefore it was with double pleasure that I learned that Zheng
Kai was planning te provide a guide for students planning to study
abroad. First, because I had long felt that a guide of this sort would
ease the difficulties of thousands of students. And second, because I
know that he is the ideal person to provide that guide. His earlier
book, Road to World Wide Web, a guide to the Internet, demonstrated
his talent and enthusiasm for first exploring and then for leading others
smoothly through new territory. And he has, since the publication of
that book, explored firsthand all the stages of the process that he now
describes, and by relying on what he has learned from others and
adding his own ingenuity, he has succeeded.

If this book succeeds, as I am sure it will, in making less .



daunting the challenge of arranging study abroad, it will be a great
contribution not only to Chinese students but also to their host coun-
tries, by encouraging foreign study. The United States and other
countries with large numbers of Chinese students have changed with
the influx of these new members of the student body. Chinese students
have altered the composition of many campuses, but they have also
had an influence well beyond the boundaries of our campuses. Mil-
lions of Americans have now encountered people from the PRC, not as
tourists but as members of the same academic or residential commu-
nity. As my own extended family welcomed Zheng Kai to the U.S., |
could see that getting to know him also taught them a great deal about
China, Chinese culture, and the Chinese people. I firmly believe that
those who make use of this book will, like him, soon become part of

the strong tie that links our two people in friendship.

Kathleen Hartford

Professor of Political Science

University of Massachusetts /Boston
Associate in Research

Fairbank Center for East Asian Research
Harvard University
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