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INTRODUCTION:

The Influence of Mahan upon Seapower History

Seapower is always related to Mahan,

Seapower had been developing in the world before Mahan's
time. In his lifetime, Germany, Japan,and the United States e-
merged as big powers,the older powers of Great Britain,France,
Russia began to decline. Mahan was a mouthpiece and prophet in
his time. He invented the conception of seapower and elucidated
the influence of seapower on history. He also interpreted that
seapower is one of the signs showing the rise and fall of world
powers.

The influence of Mahan and his theory, we can say, has
been exerted not only in his time, but also in subsequent times.

In the United States,Mahan influenced deeply upon his fel-
low and {riend Theodore Roosevelt who was the 25th president
of America. Roosevelt recommended Mahan to join the Naval
Board of Strategy as a counselor during the American — Spanish
War when America became a sea power. Consequently America
was in the ascendant, rising in importance and influence in the
world.

In Japan,admirals worshipped the battle —fleet supremacy
theory of Mahan and believed the capital — ship technology of
Britain. Japan defeated Chinese naval fleet during the Sino —
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Japanese War in 1895 . Ten years later Japan perished Russian
Far East Fleet and Baltic Sea Fleet which came to reinforce the
former through the three oceans during the Japanese — Russian
War in 19(54. During the Second World War, Japanese army in-
vaded the East— Asian continent and navy attacked to the Pacif-
ic. It met with the major sea power USA who attempted to domi-
nate the Pacific. Finally Japan either failed to catch hold of land-
power in the East— Asian continent or lost seapower in the Pacif-
ic.

In Germany, Emperor Wilhelm 1 was a crazy adorer of Ma-
han,who sought to make Germany a major sea power. The Em-
peror appointed Admiral Tirpitz as Secretary of State of Naval
Affairs. Tirpitz played a vital role in the creation and operation of
the German Imperial Navy. But Tirpitz misinterpreted the
thought of Mahan and adopted a risky theory. German High Sea
Fleet waited passively for a decisive battle with Britain®s Grand
Fleet in the North Sea and lost the chance of seizing command of
the sea during the First World War. In the Second World War,
Germany attempted to win in defiance of the capital —ship theo-
ry. Marshal Donitz greatly improved the submarine tactics to
fight the merchant fleet in the Atlantic,and extended the battle
field to the Mediterranean and the Caribbean. As a result, sub-
marine warfare of Donitz drew the United States to the anti —
submarine warfare, German navy was between two fires and
failed to obtain seapower.

Great Britain was a model of sea power in Mahan’s opinion,
But there was a great maritime empire needed to be maintained,
from its home islands to the seven seas barring the Arctic Ocean.
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During World War 1, the Britain’s naval main force fleets
shrinked from the many strategical hinges in the global to the
North Sea near its home islands in order to breast the challenge
of German High Fleet. After World War I ,Britain lost many of
its colonies and came down from the maritime empire throne ,and
became a little buddy of the United States.

Russia is a traditional land power country,its land bestrides
the Eruasian continent. There was a tradition of seeking seaport
from Ivan NV to Peter I the Great and Catherine I . The Soviet U-
nion inherited the historical tradition. Marshal Gorshkov is called
Mahan of the 20th century,he wrote a book The Sea Power of
the State which enriched and developed the conception of
seapower of Mahan, Gorshkov was an architect of the new Red
Navy of USSR, who led an ocean — going navy construction
which supported the superpower of the Soviet Union.

As inventor of seapower,Mahan was a geostrategist,he first
opened out the fact of the struggle of the world powers,
videlicet, the verge of the Eurasian continent was plundered by
land power and sea powers. Mahan supposed that sea powers
would unite to attack land power Russia,and would control the
Eurasian continent further. The thought of Mahan influenced the
whole 20th century.

Looking back the 20th century,the Eurasian geostrategic en-
vironment dominated by major sea powers had undergone an evo-
lution of three phases in which China sufferred long tribulation .

In the first phase, the struggle of seizing the Asian conti-
nent between sea powers and land power which Mahan called
Middle Strip strategy. In this phase,China was a political lamb to
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be invaded and exploited by major powers for half a century.

In the second phase, controlling the Eurasian continent by
the United States, which Spykman named Eurasian Rimland
strategy. In this phase,China was a socialist stronghold being be-
sieged and restrained by the military alliances headed by the U-
nited States in the latter half century.

In the third phase ,dominating the Eurasian continent by the
United States which Brzezinski called Grand Chessboard strate-
gy. In this phase,China is treated as a geostrategic chessman in
the Far East and is weakened and suppressed by the United
States who contrives to put itself above the Eurasian continent
and attempts to upbuild its unipolar world and command the
whole globe in the new century.

History has told us and will tell us that sea powers can run
amuck in the global oceans,while small and weak countries can
not control even their shores .

But seapower has different meanings to nations which hold
on different strategic causes. As a tool of imperialism Mahan’s
seapower theory had served and are serving the needs for the ag-
gression, expansion and hegemonism. China should map out her
maritime strategy,in order to manage her maritime affairs inde-
pendently , safeguard her maritime rights and interests effective-
ly ,defend her maritime security absolutely.

However, as an expositor of seapower, Mahan opened out
the secrete of seapower :it relates to geographical position,physi-
cal conformation,extent of territory,number of population,char-
acter of people,and character of government. The famous view-
point of Six Factors of seapower posted an impersonal truth. So
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we should study of seapower history and maritime strategy of sea
powers.

Looking ahead the 21st century, the world will be one in
which sea powers dominate the oceans. We can say,the influence

of Mahan’s seapower theory can not be less evaluated.

Wang Sheng —rong

August 20,2000
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