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Lesson One

If Tigers Could Reads--

The Sabertooth Might Not Have Ended Up On the shelf
Robert Russell

If you have recently won a wrestling match with a sabertoothed tiger, please\ raise what’'s
left of your right hand. '

“The sabertooth hasn’ t been around for thousands of years!” you say?

Okay. I' Il accept almost ary one of his relatives as a substitute—mountain ;ion, leopard ,
bobeat. ’

What? Still no takers? I’ m not surprised. If it came to a shcwdown—a hand-to-paw com-
bat with almost any of our "fufry friends, and if we could use only those weapons we were born
with—how do you think we would make out?

Our teeth and fingernails would be just about useless. Qur senses aren’ t much to brag about
either. We can’ t see as well as most birds, hear as well as bats; and when it comes to‘the sense
of smell, a dog with a stuffy nose would put us to shame.

But if that' s true, how come we’ re here—so many of us too —and the mighty sabertooth is
long gone? Simple. He couldn’ t read; we can.

As puny as we are, we have two terrific advantages over our furry competitors; we can
think comblex thoughts, and we can explain to one another what we have thought.

Let’ s step back to the Stqne Age for a moment;

“You know what, Fred?” Says George to one of his neighbor cavemen one night after din- -
ner. ‘That big old tiger that hangs around here is killing so many deer we might nave to pack up
and move if we want food for the wife and kids. ”

“Been thinking the same thing,” Fred answers. “That cat is even too big for both of us. "

“True” George agrees. “But maybe if we dig a hole, down by the spring where he drinks,
and put meat in the hole, he might be dumb enough to jump in after it. ”

“Great idea,” says Fred. “And if we put a sharp stick , point up, at the bottomn of the hole,
he might fall on that, mzking it easier for us to finish him off. ”

So Fred and George devised 2 way to outsmart the sabertooth. And in time the Empire State
Building became possible, and then TV and 747s. Pretty incredible, but that’ s how it happened.

Greorge and Fred, and all the others, solved their problems by talking about them. And
talking works well, as long as we can remember exactly what was said. but that’ s not always
easy to do. Fortunately, we have access to a wonderful invention called writing.

Writing is a tremendous improvement upon speech because it never forgets; so it’ s ideal for

keeping records—records of how much we own, how much we owe, and of what we have dis-

. 1



covered about building a better mousetrap. Because writ;en recorus 22 so valuable, we keep them
safe in libraries.

A library won’ t have the final answei to every question you ask, but it will have books and
articles telling how far people have progressed with their thinking about a specific problem. If
you’ re bothered by mice, for example, you don’ t have to sit there in the kitchen all night with a
frying pan in hand, waiting for one to stick his head out from a hoie under the sink. Other people
have faced that problem, thought about it and invented a trap that doesn’ t get sleepy and doesn’ t
mind waiting.

It frequently seems that each of us is the first ever to face the difficulties we’ re up against,
but that’ s where we' re wrong. Take this kid I used to know. He th.ought no one had ever been in
his shoes. When he was five, a stick poked his eye. That eye was taken out, but not before an
infection had spread to the other one and ruined it. By age six, he was blind. He was sent to a
school where he was lonely and homesick. What he liked most-——maybe because they took his
mind off his troubles—were stories; but he couldn’ t read them, so he nagged people to read to
him.

He didn’ t know about Louis, a little boy who lived many years earlier in France. Louis was
the son of a saddlemaker, so there were lots of leather-working tools about. When he was three,
Louis found an awl and accidentally blinded himself with it. As he grew up, he regretted not be-
ing able to read and write. So, using a stylus—a tool similar to the awl that had blinded hirr;——he
punched dots into a piece of paper, devising a system of writing for blind people. The system still
bears his name—Braille.

My friend didn' t have to invent a system; he merely had to learn Braille. That helped, but
he couldn’ t read fast enough, so he kept on pestering folks until his brother brought home a
record player with a box of speciai records. He put on a record, and a voice began reading Na-
tional Velvet. Someone had figured out another way for blind people to read ;the Talking Book.

When my friend went to college, his classmates read him the assignments. He had learned to
type, so he could write his essays and exams.

“What do you plan to do with these degrees?” asked one of his professors. (My friend was
about to get his master’ s degree. )

“Teach,” he replied.

“School for the blind, eh? Well, that will be a good lifes+"

"No. At college. ”

“Hmm|” mused the professor. “How could you possibly read and grade your students’
essays?”

“There has to be a way,” said my friend. And there was.

First there were friends and family who read those essays to him, and he dictated corrections
and grades. Then the tape recorder came along, and his students read their work into that. He
could sit with his machine; listen, and type comments and suggestions on his electric typewriter.
Smooth as silk}]
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‘I must confess. The friend I have been describing is myself.

More than 50 years ago, I picked up my first stylus’ and painstakingly punched out the first
letters on my Braille slate. Now I sit in my office in the English department of a fine college wri
ting this article on my word processor. Because it is equipped with a speech synthesizer, it can
read back to me what I have written.

In over 30 years as a professor. I have depended less on friends and family and more on
technology. I’ m especially indebted to organizations like Recording for the Blind, whose volun-
teer readers put books on audio cassettes, free-on-loan, for people like me to listen to and to teach
from. Those advances have made my career not only possible but almost comfortable.

My case is not unusuai. It' s merely one illustration that, no matter what your situation,
some person has been there before, thought about it and had some ideas about how to make
things. '

Don’ t sharpen your teeth, sharpen your wits. Find out what those others have thought, and
maybe you can improve upon their ideas. That’ s how we human beings have manage to survive
while other species have failed. If we stop ufing our minds, we risk being tossed up on the shelf

of history to gather dust with others who failed to adapt.

1. Comprehension

A. Choose the best answer

1. What does “to raise what’ s left of your right hand” mean?
a. To raise what’ s left in your right hand.
b. To raise the left side of your right hand.
c. To raise the remaining part of your right hand bitten by the tiger.
d. To raise both your left and your right hands.

2. “Still no takers?” means;
a. Noboody takes anything?
b. Noboody accepts my idea?
¢. Nothing to accept?
d. Nothing to say?

3. According to the author;

a dog a. smells best
a bat b. sees best
a bird c. hears best

4. “As puny as we are” in paragraph 7 means;
a. Although we are puny.
b. Our furry competitors are the same puny as we are.
c. We are actually not puny at all.

d. Because we are puny.



5. In paragraph 17 “He thought no one had ever been i1, his shoes” means.
a. He thought no one had ever been wearing his shoes.
b. He thought that no one had tried out his shoes.
c. He thought that no one had been in his situation.
d. He thought that no one had an eye taken out.
6. Which of the following statements is/are true according to the author?
a. Louis Braille devised a system of writing for blinded people.
b. The author didn' t have to invent a system, but he did invent the Talking Book.
¢. The corder of a few inventions.
Braille—Talking Book—typewriter—tape-recorder—electric typewriter—word proces-
sor—speech synthesizer
d. Fred and George devised a way of writing.
7. The author says the significance of his case lies in,
a. that it shows no difficult situation is unprecedented.
b. that it shows anything can be invented only if you want to.
c. that it shows wherever you are, somebody must have been there before.
d. that people often share their hardships with one another
8. The last sentence of the article means.
a. using our minds is like using a coin.
b. stopping using our minds will rank humans with other species who failed to a.daptT
¢. those who stop using their minds will become social outcasts.
d. those who stop using their minds are like dust on the shelf.
9. This passage is focused on one of the human advantages, that is;
a. writing
b. talking
¢. communication

d. listening

B. Answer the following questions

1. Since, as we read through the article, we find fighting with a tiger isn’ t its theme, why is
the tiger mentioned in the title?

2. What conclusion doés the author want to draw from all the facts he mentions in pragraph 59

3. In the part from Paragraph 8 through Paragraph 14, the author explains to us one advan-
tage of us humans over animals, what’ s that advantage? Why does the author consider it
necessary to describe this advantage?

4. This essay deals to a great extent with techonological inventions applied in human commu-
nicative activities, but in one place technological advance in general is touched upon, and
where?

5. Why doesn’ t the author confess until nearly at the end of the article that the friend he has



been describing is right himself?

I . Vocabulery

Fill in each blank with the right form of the word or phrase given below.

substitute , showdown , incredible, brag, puny, hang around, outsmart, nag, pester , indebled

1. Now it came to a point when it was high time for a
2. None of your intelligence is worth about.
3. Throughout those years he was
4. We are greatly to you for your help.

5.Some personal computers can use a tape-recorder as a
6. People
7. The patient is suffering from a headache.

8. The story sounds to me.

Il . Error Correction

with the disease.

in the street waiting for the shops to open.

for the disc-driver.

Directions ; This part consists of a short passage. In this passage, there are altogether 15 mistakes,

one in each numbered line. You may have to add a word, cross out a word, move a word, or

change a word. Mark out the mistakes and put the corrections in the blanks provided. If you

cross out a word, put a slash (/) in the blank.

*Ga, ga, ga,” the young seagull cried, begging his
mother to bring him over some‘ foods. “Gaw-ool-ah,” she
screamed back derisively. But he kept to call plaintively, and
after a minute or so he uttered a joyful scream. His mother
picked up a piece of fish and was flying across to him with it.
he leaned out eagerly, tapping the rock with his foot, trying
to get nearer to her as she flew cross. But when she was just
opposite to him, abreast of the ledge, she halted, her legs
hanging limp, her wings motionless, a piece of fish in her
beak almost within the reach of his beak. He waited a mo-
ment in surprise, wondering why she did not come nearer,
and then, maddened by h.unger, he dived the fish. With a
loud scream he fell outwards and downwards into the space.
His mother had swooped wpwards. As he passed beneath her

he heard the swish of her wing. Then a monstrous terror

10.



seized him and his heart stood still. He could hear nothing.
But it only lasted a moment. The next moments he felt his 11.
wings spread outwards. The winds rushed 12.
against his breast feathers, then under his stomach and a-
gainst his wings. He can feel the tips of his wings cutting 13.
through the air. He was not falling headlong now. He was
soaring 'gradually downwards and outwards. He was no
longer afraid of. He just felt a bit dizzy. Then he flapped his 14.
wings once and he soared upwards. He uttered a joyous

scream and flapped them again. He soared highly. 15.

N. Writing

Werite a composition of about 200 words on the topic The dif ference between Humans and Ani-

mals.

V. Translation

Part A
LmRHEEHETERNELS AREUE5ZTES.
2. XA T AL AL ET — A KH .
LREAHFHEXIEHEL.
4. B A xBEE KFHEFIA?
5. RAMATHE IR TR. TRBILBERT.

Part B

EANBEHRI BT, BROERTRBRBNET . HEARULE iR REH,E
BARFNAMEE, MR ARG AEAAZE, THARRRORRRBERE  4E
ZRAUMEFHERBI AR, =4 ATRMMFNER LT ARR B EE? HT
HEE, HAEBHEE. HEAFETY, BB BEE - ENE N KR LY
TRy, FriAgietEl, 2R —V, BMARA S, ILRNFRERE—2 . 5818



Lesson Two

Lesson for a Doctor

Frank Burke got into his car and drove quickly down the street, away from the hospital.
He' d just had words with one of the other doctors, and he was urlo;ls. 0Old Dr. MacDonald
knew that the Wilkins boy was Frank’ s patient. He had no business interfering, none at all.
Frank accepted ai lot of criticism from the older physician, but he drew the line at this. Just be-
cause MacDonald was the oldest doctor at Mayfair Hospitéll, he thought he could do anything he
wished ; the younger men should think nothing of it. Anyone would think Dr. Burke was inca-
pable of treating someone who had just caught coid!

The other doctors at Mayfair Hospital all had complaints about the older man. As one intern
said, “He makes you feel you’ re trying to put something over on someone just because you want
to be a doctor!” '

Another thing, Dr. MacDonald’ s methods were extremely old-fashioned. He was, for ex-

ample, quite unprofessional in his treatment of patients. It was true that he was very friendly to-

ward them, but he spent too much time with each; other patxentszoften had to wait hours to see

sl
him. His attltude towards the younger physicians was that of an in eiﬁent superior being deal-

ing with a lot of 1&‘10ts. Well, if the facts were known, young Dr. Burke, at 31, probably had
twice the medical education that MacDonald had at 64! Frank had attended one of the best medi-
cal schools in the country; it stood to reason that he would become an excellent physician. One
day, when the opportunity arose to do so, he’ d take a stand with Dr. MacDonald, come to the
point, tell him exactly what he thought of him. In his present frame of mind, that would be
easy |

Frank glanced down and saw that the speedometer registered forty-five miles an hour, ten
miles over the speed limit in this zone. “Take it easy,” he told himself. He was so much on edge
thinking about Dr. Macdonald that he hadn’ t realized he was driving so.fast. It was lucky there
were no policemen around at the moment. All he needed was to be arrested for speeding while
thinking about Dr. MacDonald] Maybe it would serve him right, bui that would be the last
straw | ! -

This being his free afternoon, Frank decided to take a drive in the country. He had been ex-
tremely busy all morning, and now he needed to relax. So far it hadn’ t been a very good day for
him.

Autumn was here, and the red and gold leaves of the trees had never been more spectacular.
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His anger began to leave him as he viewed the beautiful scenery.

After a while he came to a small town in a valley. He had driven through it many times but
had never stopped. He decided to do so. At the edge of the town was a hospital. Why not visit
it? He had plenty of time. For a doctor working in one of the state’ s largest, most modern hospi-
tals, it would be interesting to see this small, old-fashicned one. ’

A very attractive nurse greeted him. “May I help you?” she asked pleasantly.

Frank told her who he was. "1 just want to look around a liitle,” he explained.

“Come in, by all means,”she invited. “Dr. Bryant is free at the moment. He’ s been under
the weather lately and hasn’ t been working so hard as usual. He’ s our director, and I’ m sure
he’ 11 be pleased to talk with you. ”

Within five minutes Frank was being given a tour of the hospital by its director. “Not the
most modern equipment in the world, but never mind, it serves the purpose. As you can imag-
ine, we bought most of it on credit, and we had to cut corners ¢ven to do that.”

When Dt Bryant leatned where Frank worked, he exciaimed enthusiastically, “Then of
_ course you know my old friend, Ralph MacDcnald 7"

“Yes, I know Dr. MacDonald. ” Frank would have to watch his step with what he said, or
he might put his foot in it. Dr Bryant obviously respected MacDonald a great deai.

“A fine man and one of the best doctors in the country.” he told Frank. “They don’t seem
to make doctors like him anymore.—-men who really dedicate their whole lives to medicine. You
may be sure I put in a word for him and his way of practising medicine every time I have the
chance. ” )

Frank wanted to comment that there was a big difference between dedication and interfer-
ence, but he said nothing. He hoped the other physician wouldn’ t ask hjs ~~inion of Dr. Mac-
Donald. Today wasn’ t the day to ask such a thing.

"I worked with Ralph when 1 first came out of medical school. ” Dr Bryant said. “In fact, I
can say that I’ m head of this hospital today because of him. Working with Ralph MacDcnald
taught me the most important lesson I had to learn as a doctor. "

Frank stared at Dr. Bryant questioningly. What could anyone lcarin from old Dr. MacDon-
ald? Everyone kpew that his methods were out-of-date.

I learned,” Dr. Bryant was saying, “that there are certain qualifications all doctors must
have. In every medical school they make sure the students remember what they are. There is
one, however, that they don’ t always tell us. We have to learn it for ourselves and some doctors
never do. Ralph MacDonald taught me that one. I’ Il always be grateful to him for that.

"It wasn’ t anything he said, really. It was something I observed in him. He showed his pa-
tients that he cared about them. At the moment he was with them, it was as though there was no
other patient in the world. They were more than just patients to Ralph; they were his friends. If
he sometimes acted rather stern, so much the better; they understood that he meant it for their
own good. The response sometimes was almost miraculous.

"] know that Ralph has been criticized. There are certain people, especially more modern-



thinking physicians, who claim he doesn’ t have a very professional manner. That depends on
what you call professional. 1 only know that his quality of caring for people and wanting to help
them compensates for everything else. Now come this way, Dr. Burke. I want to show you our
new operating room. We' re quite proud of it.”

Driving back to the city that afternoon, Frank thcught over Dr. Bryant’ s observations. He
suddenly realized he had been wrong about Dr. MacDonald. To that old physician at Mayfair
Hospital, his patients were individuals who needed his understanding of their problems. They
were more than just human bodies in need of remedy.

Thinking back on what had happened that merning, Frank knew now why Dr. MacDonald
had interfered in fhe case of the little wilkins boy. He had observed that Frank, in his very effi-
cient, professional manner, was neglecting the most important thing of all; concern for the boy
as a person. His efficiency could not be criticized, but neither could it put him in the clear with
Dr. MacDonald if Frank couldn’ t communicate to Jimmy Wilkins that he cared about him.

When he reached the city , Frank drove directly to the hospital.

“Hi, Jimmy,” he said as he entered the Wilkins boy’ s room. “How do you feel this
evening?”

The boy looked surprised. “Hello,” he replied, smiling. “I thought it was Dr. MacDo
nald. He's the only one who comes to see me in the evening. ”

“Well, Jimmy, you’ re going to see a lot more of me, too, from now on.”

Just then Dr. MacDonald entered the room. He had an expression of astonishment, though
not disapproval, on his face upon seeing Frank Burke there “Well, you’ re here, aren’t you?”

“Just checking up on my young friend,” Frank replied.

“"Well, it’ s about time. Keep it up and maybe you’ Il even be a good doctor some day. ”

Frank smiled. Yes, he thought, after today’s lesson maybe he would be. At least he was
going to try. ‘

I . Comprehension

A. Choose the best answer.
1. Tuois story happered
a. in the fall, probcbiy, soine years ago
b. in an awful autumn afterncon tﬁis year
¢. when Frank was 31
d. when Dr. MacDonald was 54

2. Frank Burke drove quickly away from Mayfair Hospital because he ) .
a. wanted to go back home as soon as possible
b. was criticized by Dr. MacDonald

c. was free that afternoon and was going to take a drive in the country to ease himself

d. wanted to visit a hospital in a small town



3. Dr. Burke could have been charged and arrested for
a. his qua_rrel with Dr. MacDonald
b. his attitude toward his patients
b. visiting a nearby hospital without being invited

d. neglecting the traffic law

4. Young doctors at Mayfair Hospital all had a dislike for Dr.

thought

a. he was too critical

b. he often had words with them

c. he always had words with his patients

d. his attitude to them was that of a wise man to many fools

MacDonald because they

5. Frank had words with Dr. MacDonald that day because he thought the latter

a. had interfered in his business
b. had interfered with him
¢. wanted to treat his patient—Jimmy
d. should be given a good lesson
6. Dr. Burke calmed down when he saw
a. Dr. Bryant
b. an attractive murse
c. the attractive scenery

d. a small country hospital

7. Frank Burke did not stop until he came to a small town in a valley

a. which he had never driven through
b. which he had seen many a time but never stopped in
¢. which had a big and modern hospital
d. which had a small but modern hospital
8. Dr. Bryant was
a. Dr. MacDonald’ s student
b. a friend of Frank’s
¢. the head of an old-fashioned hospital
d. the nurse’ s husband
9. Frank Burke learned his most important lesson at
a. one of the best medical schools in the country
b. one of the state’ s largest and most modern hospitals
¢. Mayfair Hospital
d. a small old-fashioned hospital
10 . Dr. Bryant said that he had learned from MacDonald
a. the medical science
b. the most impottant lesson he had to learn as a doctor
10 .



¢. some qualifications for a doctor
d. ways of treating all kinds of people, especially, the sick
11 . The most important lesson for a doctor is to learn how .
a. to be a physician with modern ideas
b. to gain some qualifications that all doctors had to
c. to possess the quality of caring for the patients and being eager to help them
d. to treat sick children
12. Dr. MacDonald was when he met Frank Burke in the Wilkins boy’ s room that
evening.
a. shocked
b. frightened
¢. annoyed

d. bothered

B . Answer the following questions
1. Where was Dr. Burke driving cne afternoon? Why?
. Why did Dr. Burke get angry with Dr. MacDonald?
. Where did he stop? Why?
. What did he decide to visit?

. Who took him on a tour of the hospital ?

2

3

4

5

6. Was it a modern hospital? Where was it?

7. What did Dr. Bryant tell him about Dr. Macdonald?

8. Where did Frank go next?

9. What was Frank thinking about on his way back to the city?

10. How did Dr. MacDonald feel when he saw Frank talking with the Wilkins boy in the ward
that evening?

11. What did Macdonald say to Frank when they met that evening?

12. What was the lesson Frank learned that day?

I . Vocabulary

A. Find single words in this text which have roughly the meanings given below.

I

Example; Violent=furious

i.along
2. right
3. a practice medical student
4. out-of-date
11



5. a focl

6. to go at an illegal speed

7. to ease oneself
8. striking

9. pleasing

10. to pretend

. Match the words given under A with the meanings given under B. List B has some extra

items.

1. spectacular
2. interfere

3. unprofessional

a. in the way of a layman

. an instrument that shows how fast a motorcar is

running

4. opportunity ¢. devote one’ s own time, life, etc. to a noble pur
5. speedometer pose
6. enthusiastically d. any one human being

7. dedicate e. attracting public attention
8. compensate f.chance
9. individual g. being full of strong feeling of admiration or inter

10. astonishment

h.

i.

je

k.

1.

est

a pair of glasses

meddle

give help to someboody

give or do something to make up (for loss, injury,
etc)

great surprise

H. Error Correction

Driections; This part consists of a short passage. In this passage, there are altogether 15 mis-
takes. One in each numbered line. You may have to add a word, cross out a word, move a
word, or change a word. Mark out the mfstakes and put the corrections in the blanks provided. if

you cross out a word. put a stash(/) in the blank.

Lawrence himself was born into a working class family
in 1885, when England was on the height ot its industrial 1.
12



