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INTRODUCTION

The Repertory of Proper Names in Yiian Literary Sources %4#w4§ is designed to
complement, as well as to supplement, the existing biographical indices for the Yiian
period, in particular the Combined Indices to Thirty Collections of Liao, Chin, and Yiian
Biographies i 47 154, =+ 42 #7 48] #% (2nd ed., Tokyo, 1960); the Index 1o
Biographical Marerials of Yiian Figures XA, 1‘%‘5{, ﬁﬂ»ﬁ‘ 8] (Taipei, 1979-82);
IANLRHADTFA TG (Peking, 1979); F £ 7 L 1E %0 F 8l Kyoro,
1972);, and the Index to Biographical Material in Chin and Yian Literary Works
L7 AX 15 2 F #:£ 5], First, Second and Third Series (Canberra, 1970, 1972,
1979); to which we must also add the two valuable indices to the jt , namely
2y ng-ﬁ’:ﬁii‘ (Kyoto, 1961-63), and ¢, ¥ A_& & §| (Peking, 1982). Since there
is considerable overlapping with the Chin, Southern Sung and early Ming periods, the
Repertory is also a useful companion to the numerous indices of Chin, Sung and Ming
biographies available today.

Most of the above-mentioned indices are either selective in registering individual
names, or limited to specific works of the Chin/Yiian period, and therefore fail to provide
a complete coverage of Yiian personalities and individuals mentioned in the surviving
corpus of Yiian literature. In view of the growing interest in China and elsewhere for the
Yiian period, and the publication in recent years of rare Yiian works in photo-
reproduction, the present compilers felt that a comprehensive index of proper names
encountered in the extant Yiian literary sources would be an essential tool for scholars
investigating this important and complex period of Chinese history.

The project, begun in the mid-70s in the Department of Far Eastern History at the
Australian National University, Canberra, was completed in 1987. The number of titles
brought together and fully indexed is 324, which in the compilers’ estimate represent
about 90% of the extant ;(,ﬁ: and other literary productions of, or concerning, the
Yiian, the remaining 10% being works that could not be obtained or photocopied.

The individual names are arranged in alphabetical order in the Wade-Giles
romanisation as in the Index to Biographical Material in Chin and Yiian Literary Works;
however, in order to save space, only the initial sound (A, AL, AN, etc) is given in
romanisation in the Repertory.

The abbreviations for different names and appellations are the same as those used
in the Index, ie.:. H. for another4# ; M. for another g ; T. for F and. L% ;
h. for _g,f s /%% 7S, forf,"ﬁ ; a. for an alternative or variant form. These
abbreviations always precede the name.
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In the case of relationships, the abbreviations are also those used in the /ndex,
i.e.: W. for wife; M. for mother; F. for father; S. for sister; C. for concubine; D. for
daughter; and D.L. for daughter-in-law. These abbreviations always follow the
person’s name in parenthesis.

As in the Index, the place of origin of each person is given whenever
available,

The references are to the individual works in abbreviated form as listed in the
Table of Titles, Authors and Editions, followed by the j‘é number and the page/leaf.

Please note that the Repertory lists all names and occurrences in the indexed
works except those of the rulers of the Chin, Sung, Yiian and Ming dynasties. To
include them would have meant greatly increasing the size of the Repertory.

The Repertory has separate indices for both Buddhist monks (-,j:g ,}5 ) and
Taoist priests (7 J- ), as well as two Appendices.

Appendix I ( f#f £% — ) lists all Mongols and non-Han individuals in the
Yiian period who, according to the sources, knew Chinese and were to a greater or
lesser extent sinicized.

Appendix II ( ,"f.j,gg: ) lists all Chinese who knew Mongolian and who,
also in varying degree, were assimilated to Mongolian culture.

These two Appendices provide useful information for the study of the
acculturation and sinicization processes during the Yiian.

The main body of the work is preceded by a Table of Titles, Authors and
Editions, giving also the abbreviated titles, arranged 1) by number of strokes of the
first character of the title; and 2) in alphabetical order by the sound of the first
character of the title; and a Character Index, following the order of the characters in
the Repertory.

In conclusion, the compilers wish to extend their sincere thanks to the
Australian National University and Professor Wang Gungwu for material assistance
and constant encouragement, and to libraries and librarians in Australia and elsewhere
for providing photocopies of rare texts and general assistance. In particular, they wish
to thank the Orientalia Division of the Australian National Library and the Oriental
Collection of the ANU Library, Canberra; the National Central Library and the
National Palace Museum, Taipei; the National Library of China, Peking; the Toyd
Bunko, Tokyo; and the Jimbun Kagaku Kenky@ijo, Kyoto. For all errors and
omissions, the compilers alone are responsible.

Igor de Rachewiltz May Wang (Lou Chan-mei)
Canberra, January 1988
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