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Preface

The West Lake of Hangzhou is like a shining pearl inlaid on the vast
land of China, holding high reputation for its beautiful scenery, a
multitude of historical sites, brilliant cultural relics and a profusion of
native products.

Lying on the west edge of Hangzhou city, the beautiful West Lake
covers a total area of 6 sQuare kilometers with an average depth of
1.5meters. It is divided into 5 sections, namely the Outer Lake, North
Inner Lake, Yuehu Lake, West Inner Lake and Lesser South Lake. In
ancient times, this place had been a shallow sea gulf before it evolved
into a “residual " lake, a term used in geography. Embraced by
mountainous hilis on three sides, the Lake contains glittering blue water
with Baidi and Sudi Causeways lying calmly in it. Three islets of Lesser
Yingzhou, Mid-Lake Pavilion and Ruangong Dun tripartitely stand at the
center of the Lake which is girdled by a number of parks with myriad
blossoming flowers and dense trees to hide in vain picturesque
pavilions and towers. Here, one’ s poetic sentiments are inspired. The
surrounding hills home miraculously shaped peaks and serene forests
and sprin@s, providing scenes to suppliment those of the Lake There
hide amidst these hills China’ s national art treasures as ancient
engraved stone tablets, architecture and stone fiQure carvings.

The beauty of West Lake lies in a lingering charm that survives the
change of seasons in a year, of hours in a day, and of different
weathers. Ancient people praised the Lake as a “home of hundreds of
tourist sites where you get intoxicated ali the time ”. To demonstrate
its beauty, the Lake offers 10 most famous scenes as Spring Dawn at
Sudi Causeway, Melting Snow at Broken Bridge, Sunset Glow over
Leifeng Hill, Lotus in the Breeze at Crooked Courtyard, Autumn Moon
on Calm Lake, Listening to Orioles Singjing in the Willows, Viewing Fish
at Flowers Harbor, Evening Bell at Nanping Hill, Three Pools Mirroring
the Moon, Twin Peaks Piercing the Clouds, No wonder the Song
Dynasty Poet Su Shi{ Dongpo)compared the Lake to Xi Zi , a Chinese
Cleopatra : “Rippling water shimmering on sunny day; Misty mountains




wonderful in the rain; Plain or gaily decked out like Xi Zi; the west Lake
is always alluring” So the Lake is also known as Xi Zi Lake.

Hangzhou, located on the bank of the Qiantang River and inhabited by
1, 3million people, is the capital of Zhejiang Province , boasting a long
history. State Wu, State Yue and Southern Song Dynasty once built
their Capitals here, making it one of the six ancient capital cities in
China. It serves as the southern end of the Grand Canal as weli.
Hanzhou’s silk Products have found their way to all of the world ever
since Tang Dynasty. So did the elegantly fragrant high quality Longjin
(Dragon well) tea, the ultimate product of all kinds of tea. Sik
umbrella, Hangzhou fan, scissors, Chinese traditional medicaments,
Chrysanthemum flower tea etc. are all noteworthy local products.
Hangzhou’ s history is closely related to many renowned historical
persons. Bai Juyi, Su Dongpo and Fan Zhongyan were once the Local
magistrates. The Tombs of Yue Fei, Southern Song Dynasty General
who led the war adainst State Jin’ s aggression, and of Mm, Qiu Jin
who died in the Democratic Revolution, are both placed by the Lake.
Bai Juyi, Tang Dynasty poet in deep love of the Lake, has left us with
such well-turned phrase as “much should be owed to this Lake for the
reluctance of leaving Hangzhou”.

In 1982, the West Lake of Hangzhou was inscribed by the State
Council on the first list of major national scenic places.

The present day Hangzhou administers two municipalities of Xiacshan
and Jiande, and 5 counties of Fuyang, Lin’ an, Tonglu, Deqing and
Yuhang. Its tourism has been extended from the West Lake area to
another national scenic area of Fuchun River-Xin’an River Scenic Area,
and to Tianmu Mountain Nature Reserve, to Mogan Mountain, to the
Grand Canal and to the Qiantang River, Tourists from at home and
abroad are now exposed to a more splendid and more diversified
landscape and historical sites in the south of the Yangtze River.

This book is hoped to take you to the West Lake of Hangzhou where
you will have an unforgettable experience. After all, “Hangzhou is best
kept in memory when you recall your tour to the south of the Yangtze
River”,
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A panorama view of West Lake
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Amid a misty rain in spring
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Summer at the West Lake
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Maple leaves in autumn
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A night scerie of the Broken Bridge in winter
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