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Shakespeare knew that tradition supplies a better fable than any
Invention can, If he lost any credit of design, he augmented his resou-
rces; and, at that day, our petulant demand of originality was not so
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A great poet, who appears in illiterate times, absorbs into Ew.mvrwnm
all the :mrw which is anywhere radiating. Every intellectual jewel,
every flower of sentiment, it is fine office to bring to his @mo@-m“ and
he comes to value his memory equally with his invention He is

therefore little solicitous whence his thoughts havebeen derived.™
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