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The Cultural Contents of Kao Gong Ji

Dai Wusan Gao Xuan
(Institute for History of Science and Technology & Ancient
Documents of Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084)

Kao Gong Ji, an ancient book on many scientific and technological advance-
ments of pre-Qin, and been appreciated by the scholoars of history of science and
technolegy. This paper discusses in detail the cultural contents of Kao Gong Ji,
such as the dialectal characters, doctrine of Five Elements (7 7 ), adherence to the
Zhou Dynasty’s regulations, the thought of harmoniousness,etc. . It points out that
the study of cultural contents of Kao Gong Ji should be enhanced , which would be
helpful to recognize and understand the ancient book profoundly.
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Kao Gong Ji {7 Tit) (The Artificers’ Record), compiled more than 2600 years ago
(as the book does not mention the making of iron, the crossbow and the states of 8 , #{ and
#. A recent article indicates that ¢ # T.i2 } should be dated to B. C. 672) as an official doc-
ument of the State of Qi (FZEH ), is an evidence of how much importance ancient Chi-
nese attached to material production. Not only was the document incorporated later (in c.
140 B. C.) into the Record of the Rites of the Zhou Dynasty ¢ B4}, but also by its declara-
tion at the outset that the hundred crafts (& 1.2 3F) constitute one of the six most impor-
tant functions of the state, and that they have all been initiated and practised by sages ( “[H
AR, BLER—0.” “BFZH, FEAZHELLD

At the time of the compilation of Kao Gong Ji, Confucism and Moism, the two earliest
and most prominent contending schools of thought from the 5th to the 3rd century B. C. ,
had not yet emerged. Nevertheless, the great importance attached to material production in
Kao Gong Ji, and the oldest Chinese legends that all earliest ancestors-rulers, e. g. #fR %,
HEK . ZEAK.SREK and $830 were necessarily craftsmen or craftswomen of some kind ,
explain why Chinese civilization was more efficient than Occidental in applying human natu-

ral knowledge to practical human needs (J. Needham; The Grand Titration. Science and So-



