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SYNOPSIS

In order to make a thorough inquiry about the real spiritual reasons which
promoted the generation and development of modern capitalism in Japan, and to
make up a regrettable imperfection which there existed no unity between history
and logic in this field until now. On the guidance of the theories of Maxist histor-
ical materialism, this dissertation will make comprehensive and historical study
thoroughly toward the generation and development of Tokugawa Chounin class in
Japan, the background and historical course of the formation of their ethical ide-
ology, the intension of valuable ethics of the Chounin, and the direction of their
spiritual development, and also the role and influence in the transitional course
from feudal society to modern capitalism in Japan, by adopting the methods
which combine the philosophical with historical methods, with the point of view
of ethics. \

On the result of this research, during the pro-modern era, namely Toku-
gawa Era, the Chounin class, who had the initiative in their hands in economy
and culture, and who were the main forces, promoting the development of com-
modity economy in Tokugawa Era, was the most advanced one among the various
classes of Tokugawa society. It is just the valuable ethics and spiritual directions
of Chounin class, which included such as taking money as the most important
thing and the first place, seeking profits and taking honest, thrifty, careful cal-
culation as the methods of earning money and was in keeping with the law of the
development of the commodity economy in essence, and promoted the develop-
ment of commercial capital, and created the characteristics of modern capitalism
and its direction of development. It is just the Chounin class and the valuable
ethics and spirit of Chounin class that had played an important role in corroding,
disintegrating and destroying the Bakuhan feudal rule, established on the system
of ownership of land of feudal lords, the system of four-class social strata, and
Zhuzi ideology, and also brought the essential spiritual impetus into play in pro-
moting the generation and development of modern capitalism in Japan and push-
ing forward the transition and development from feudal society to modern capital-
ist society in Japan.

Therefore, as concerns the study of the reasons of the development in mod-
ern times in Japan, this dissertation puts forward a new angle of view and also
suggests that we should have an idea of unity between history and logic toward
the main subject of this topic.
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