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ABSTRACT

A new revolution in military affairs (RMA) is cur-
rently in the making. A nation’s place in 21st century in-
ternational strategic pattern depends very much on how it
meets the new RMA. Braving the challenges of the RMA
will be the inevitable choice of China.

The dissertation starts with an RMA conceptual
study. Several important factors working behind RMA
are analyzed from the standpoints, views and methods of
Marxist —Leninism. It is the interdependence and interac-
tions of political, economic, technological and cultural el-
ements that give rise to an RMA. The economic and tech-
nological progress lays the foundation for, defines the na-
ture of, and decides the way of an RMA. The basic push
for an RMA can be found in the specific economic and
technological conditions and the economic interests of rel-
evant nations, classes as well as political groups. Howev-
er, it will be erroneous to take economy as the sole deci-
sive factor. Politics is as important a factor as economy. ”

War is the continuation of policy” , the expression of poli-
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tics by other means and the instrument of politics. A
study of RMAs in history shows that they have all been
the products of politics. The more developed the social
politics, the more direct and decisive its influence on an
RMA. An inherent link between an RMA and a cultural
development can also be found. The extent of recognition
and acceptance exerts a visible pushing or pulling impact
on an RMA. Military reforms and revolutions pose grave
challenges to traditional ideas and none can succeed with-
out breaking away from outdated ideas and customs.

" History serves as a mirror for the future.” Just as
each RMA in the past had its own specific social context
and track of development, today’s RMA can not be stud-
ied independent of its social environment. Many RMAs
have occurred in Chinese as well as world history, For in-
stance, the drastic social change in the Spring— Autumn
and Warring States Period was accompanied by an RMA,
which shaped China’s military thinking for next two mil-
lennia. Best presented by Sun Tzu's Art of War, the mili-
tary thinking at that time not only helped to innovate the
military organizations, update the strategy and tactics and
renew the army building and weaponry, but also exerted a
great impact on Chinese as well as Western military histo-

ry. However, due to the isolated and independent rela-



« 10«

tions of nations, ancient time RMA occurring in one na-
tion would only result in the replacement of dynasties or
the expansion of boundaries, with rare or no global impli-
cation. The world began to function as a whole in mod-
ern time when it stepped from agricultural into industrial
society. Then one nation’s RMA began to spread to other
nations, finally growing into an identical world trend. We
are still in the process of going into the post — industrial
era. Therefore, today’s new RMA would have much in
common with those since modern times. A study of his-
torical cases would certainly provide us with a sense of
continuity and a pool of evidence to the incentives and
true nature hidden under the colorful surface of today’s
RMA. This dissertation traces the five giobal RMAs
since 16th century. The first (from the end of 16th centu-
ry to the late half of 17th century) has been pioneered by
Moritz, a Dutch strategist and accomplished by Adolphus
Gustavus II. The second (from the end of 18th century to
early 19th century) was pioneered by Frederick II and em-
bodied in Napoleon’s military reform. The third (from
the second half of 19th century to early 20th century) was
foretold by the American Civil War and achieved with
Prussian military reform as an example. The 20th century

inter—war period witnessed the initial development of the
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fourth RMA and the Second World War saw its matura-
tion. The cold war era saw the latest RMA, which was
featured with the advent and development of nuclear
weapons. China as an integral part of the world, has had
its own share of RMAs. The dissertation tries to depict
how China, since the Opium War, made a conscientious
effort to engage in the global RMA,

The dissertation’s starting point is to study currently
evolving RMA. Since so many research efforts have been
made on its development and characteristice, the disserta-
tion makes only a brief summary. Some tentative conclu-
sions are as follows; First, the new RMA is marked with
a transition from mechanical to information war, covering
a more extensive scope and having a more profound im-
pact than ever before. Second, while the ex — Soviet U-
nion nurtured the early conceptualization, the United
States spearheaded the new RMA and other nations are
following up by implementing military revolutions or re-
forms. Third, revolutionary innovations in weapon tech-
nology lead to changes in the nature, efficiency, composi-
tion of military equipment, which in turn bring about
transformation of warfare and military doctrine.

The purpose for studying the new RMAs is to draw

lessons for China'’s military reform. So the last chapter
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first looks at the prospect of RMA in China by analyzing
China’s opportunities and challenges in facing the new
RMA. The trend toward multipolarity, the integration of
global economy and technology, the international envi-
ronment with the key note of peace and development, are
some of the opportunities that China may take advantage
of. The gravest challenges, however, are the inferior po-
sition China takes in the competition and the poor eco-
nomic as well as high - tech foundation. Tt would take
tremendous effort for China to leap into the front ranks in
the RMA. The chapter then goes on to explore the politi-
cal, military, economic and technological situation in the
world and concludes that People’s War doctrine would
once again guide China to come out of the new RMA as a
winner. Finally, the dissertation discusses several issues
that China has to solve right now, including the develop-
ment of weapon systems as " pocket of excellence”, orga-
nizational and structural reform, improvement of training
and educational systems, etc.

Although the dissertation makes great efforts to be
thorough and extensive, it is impossible to cover all the
issues concerned. Much is left open for further studies
and debates.
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