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PART 1
READING
COMPREHENSION

Directions, There are 3 passages in this part Each
passage is followedby some questions or unfinish—
ed statements., For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C)and D). You should
choose the ONE best answer and blacken the corre-
sponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a pencil.

Practice Exercise 1

Questions 1 to § are based on the following passage

I am the owner of a small clothing store.
Three months ago 1 decided to move my store to
Glendale,another area of town,because business was
not very good. Now I rent store space in an old
building. The new I/og:&f;n in Glendale is excel-
lent,and my sales ilave improved a lot. (The util-
ities are also cheaper|)There is a high school near-
{;y, and many of the students come to my store

llo_



to buy their clothes, This location has other
advantages, too, It iscloser to my home, and there
is a food store on the next block, so it is conven-
ient for me to go shopping after work.
) The size of my new store is better too. It is
much bigger, and there is a lot of storage space.
But the building was not in Very‘goft)d condition,
and I had to make many improvements,The paint
was old and dirty,and I had to pick a new color and
paint all of the walls. I hired a man to build fiew
wooden dressing rooms. | also made new curtains
for the rooms and the window. [ am completely
satisfied with the store now., Unfortunately,
I learned last week that the owner wants to sell the
building—after all my hard work{ How did I learn
this I came to work Friday and saw a “For Sale”
sign in front of my store|
£ 1. The store owner wanted to move to the new
location because____.
A) there was a food store nearby
B) there was a high school on the next block
C) the old store did not sell a lot of goods
'D) it was a new area
2. The store owner___ .
. A) has improved her sales until the moving to
) the new location
{B\).,\sells clothes to high school students in the
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area
C) can go to the shopping center in her business
hours
D) has been told that the furniture is cheaper
‘ there
3. Which of the following statements is not true?
A) It is convenient for the store owner to go

shopping because the clothing store is close

to her house.

B) The old store was smaller than the new
store, where she got much storage space.

C) It was she who made some arrangements for
the rooms.

P) After hard work, she is very satisfied with
what she has done.

4. The building was not in very good condition,

and—-—,

A) the landlord of the building had the walls
‘painted

B) the store owner made a lot of improvements
to it

C) the store owner asked the workmen to re-
pair the dressing rooms
D) the landlord did a lot of work to rebuild
it ‘
5. The phrase “For Sale” means____.
A) to be hired



B) to be closed down
C) to be rented 4
D) to be sold ‘ .

Questions § to 10 are based on the following pus—
sage,

London Police are mVestlgatmg the mystery of
the Hyde Park deck chalrs Tourlsts and visitors
to the park last week had no trouble in finding
empty chairs. In fact they were too empty——no
less than 1300 Were without seats——the plastic and
canvas ( 145 ) had been cut or ripped out of them.

At first vandalism was suspected, ‘but the cause
of the trouble 'ma-yA be revvealed. Aby Mr. X, a
retired school teacher, now helping the police with
their inquiries.

Informed sources suggest that Mr, X had a sin-

cere and bitter hatred of all pollution, waste, lit-
ter and rubbish.So, whenever he went on his walks
in the park, he picked up rubbish left on the
ground by untidy visitors and carried it himself to
the waste bins. When they were full, as was often
the case in the busy summer season, he complained
to the Council . They,of course,replied that they could
not control where people qispo‘se_dwp,f (gj;@). their
litter and could not guaranfee;to empty bins every

day.

o 4 .



Mr. X then noticed that most of the rubbish lay
in a circle around groups of deck chairs. He argu-~
ed that if the people could not sit in the chairs
they could not drop their litter there. Accordingly
he borrowed his wife’s sewing sc:ssors entered the
park at night, and cut or tore the bottoms out_of
1300 chairs.

This was one man’s solution to the problem of
disposing of the mountains of litter and other gar—
bage which authorities have to dispose of daily in
Britain’s cities.

6. Visitors to the Hyde Park had no difficulty
in discovering empty chairs because ___
A) the bottoms of the chairs had been ruined

§

by rainstorm

B) a lot of chairs had been moved in from
another place

C) the seats had been destroyed

D) there were all sorts of chairs in plenty
7. Which of the followmg statements is not true?
A) Mr. X helps London Police to investigate the
- mystery of the Hyde Park deck chaits.
B) More than 1300 deck chairs are without seats,
C) Rubbish on the ground was collected by the
tourists, especially in the busy summer
season,
D) The Council could not solve the problem of
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litter thrown by the people every day.
8. Mr. X found the solution to the problem of

rubbish dropped by the people__ .

A) with sewing scissors

B)‘l with the method of persuasion

C) by coping with waste disposal

D) by emptying waste bins every’ day

9. The main idea of the passage is___ .

A) air pollution

B) problems in getting rid of rubbish

C) finding suitable sites for waste disposal

D) carelessness of people in polluting public

places
10. At first vandalism was suspected. Here the word
“vandalism” probably means __ .

A) social problem B) pleasure

C) annoyance ‘D) destruction
Questions 1] to 15 are based on the following pas~
sage,

Fire broke out in the early hours of yesterday
morning in the Large A & B Store in Newcastle.
Fortunately the only casualty ( HEZH ) was the
watchman, who was taken to hospital but was
released this morning. There was extensive damage
1o the third floor of the building,

“From what we can gather at the moment,”
the Fire Officer said,“we don’t think there was an

. 6 L]



electrical fault. In fact, we suspect the fire was
started by an incendiary ( 4\ ki ) device ‘which
someone had set to go off at about 2 a, m., but
are not absolutely certain yet."

The only person in the store was Iim London,
the 57-year-old night watchman. He was overcome
by fitp,ejwand was taken to the General Hospital
unconscious. When he came to, he told reporters,
"“I had already done my third inspection of the
store——I go round four or five times during the
night_———and was settling down to write my report
when I noticed an odd smell and thought I heard
something. I broke off and went to look into it.
It wasn’t until I'd ‘made absolutely sure there was
a fire and I couldn’t do anything about it myself
that I rang the fire brigade. And by that time,
smoke was billowing (Mi2:#&) everywhere so 1
didn’t know how big it was.”

The manager told our reporter this morning,
“We have had a number of _t’l_ggga‘ts during the past
few weeks,but the police have not been able to find
out where they have come from,There was a minor
fire in the store the same time last year and we
had received a number of warnings before that one,

”

too.
He went on,“When the fire prevention people

inspected the store after that fire, they were
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alightly»_critical of our fire precautions(-FEifEi),
but since then we have installed a completely new

fire prevention system.”

“But for Mr London,”he added,“it could have

been much worse. We shall be showing our appre—_
clatlon to him with a gift.” o
1. Although the fire was quite serious,

12.

13.

14.

<A) only one floor was damaged

B) no one was hurt
C) only one fireman was overcome by fumes -

b) all of the store contents were saved

The Fire Officer said that they
A) knew exactly when the fire started

_B) proved it had been set off by a\fﬁiﬁrebomb

C) thought some electrical wires melted

D) were not quite sure how it started

When Jim went to inspect the smell, he
A) was doing his third round

B) had just sat down to write his report

C) knew how serious the fire was

D) had already heard the alarm bell

[t almost seemed as if this fire was connected
with the one last year because__ _

A) they both broke out on the same floor
B) Jim gave the signal for both

_ C) they had received threats both times

D) both were started due to carelessness

8 .



15. 1f Jim had not called the fire brigade, —,
A) the new “system” would have put out the
fire
_B) there would have been more damage
C) the store would have been inspected
D) the police would have come to the building

Practice Exercise 2

Questions | to 5 are based on the following pas—
sage,

There are stories about two U.S, Presidents,
Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren, which at-
tempt to explain the American English term OK.
We don’t know if either story is true, but they are
both interesting.

The first explanation is based on the fact that
President Jackson had very little education. In
fact, he had difficulty reading and writing. When
important papers came to Jackson, he tried to read
them and then had his assistants explain what they
said, If he approved of a paper, he would wrfite

“all correéf" on it. The problem was that he didn’t
know how to spell, so what he really wrote was
“ol korekt” .After a while, he shortened that term

to “OK.”



