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Abstract

In the process of the change from tradition to modem in law, the rise
and development of modem legal education is one of the most important
element. In the previous researches in legal history, this is weak area.
This paper in five chapters discusses the historical background of the
modemn legal education, study abroad of law, the legal education insti-
tutes, legal educational system and thought of legal education as well. It
is expected that this will lead to our further knowledge of the change and
provides readers with the valuable reference for the reform and develop-
ment of legal education in China.

Chapter one involves the historical background, which provides an
outline of the evolution of the ancient legal education in China. It holds
that the ancient legal education, characterized by study is both Confucius
classics and law through both official and private ways had a long and
continuing history. It constantly supported the development of the ancient
legal education in China and molded and reflected the spirit and features
of the ancient law. However, it did not develop into a formal institution
for the training of the legal practitioners.

Before the establishment of the modermn legal institutions, study
abroad of law had been the most important source of the earliest legal pro-
fessionals. Therefore, the chapter is taken to deal with the study abroad
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of law in the modern China. It comprises Wu Tingfang study abroad at his
own expense in the early stage, the background of the rise of study abroad
in the end of 19th century, the reasons and the process for the increasing
number of people studying law in Japan, and the state of study abroad of
law in the period of the Republic, especially the ascending number of
people studying law in Europe and America.

The modem legal education in China started with the creation of the
new legal institutes. The third chapter mainly observes the three ap-
proaches to, the process of the establishment and development of the legal
education institutes, that is to say, those institutes were founded by the
government, the Christian church as well as the private persons, law and
politics schools in the end of Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Re-
public is also presented.

In the following chapter, in respect of the systemn, the foration and
the development of the legal education system in universities are intro-
duced, in the stage after legal reformation in the end of Qing Dynasty and
the abolishment of the imperial examination system. And the modemn legal
education models in the Civil Law system and Common law syster are also
mentioned as a background reference.

Some observation and criticism on modern legal education, to some
extent, reflect self — criticized consciousness of the legal professionals.
Thus in the last chapter, the analysis and evaluation on the ideas of the
legal education of some of the jurists, officials both domestic and abroad
are made. It is believed that the modem legal education in China began at
the end of 19th century, and established and developed in a hastily pas-
sive way in order to meet the needs of the making of the constitution and
the enactment of the laws. With the completion of the modem code system
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in the 1930’s the legal education system in universities was established
and gradually developed. Meanwhile, more care and attention are paid to
the legal education as well as the closely related reformation of the judicial

system.
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