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Who ficst inspired in me & labe of mountains

Che digour and calm of bis nature
- ave peflected in the actibity of
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' sf mountains

A man of Intellizerce delights In watars,
. One of ovingkindnass relolcss in the hills;
" A-man of Intelligancn Is full of movament.
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One of Ioviqgklndnest lives unto fullness of days,
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FoREWORD

BY
Sufine CHIN B $
ABBOT OF THE CHIEN YIN TIEN # 31 M

MOUNT OMEI

Mount Omei is the very spot where the 'bodhisattvat
P'o-hsienz established a place for meditation, Iis exquisite

beauties, second to nons under heaven, are highly lauded.

From the foot of the mountain to the very summit is omne

hundred and twenty /i, but the ranges ran continmally for
several hundred /i, Large and small, there are more than
seveaty monasteries, in all of which théy worship P'a-hsien,
Its halls, temples, shrines, mona.s'heries, ridges, .caverns, slopes,
terraces, streams,.ravines, pools, springs, stones, and every
kind of ancient relic and famous scene, all abundantly mani-
fest natural and delicate beauty. In truth, Omei cannot be
surpassed by any of the other illustrious places. In every
dynasty poets and men of letters who have given themselves
up to the enjoyment of celebrated mountaing and greab
rivers, and who have come to visit this mountain, have
admired Omei's‘ma.g_niﬁcenf panorama, a view which can
never be forgotten. As to their prefaces,- ossays, poems,
and other forms of poetic wriling which have appeared
like beautifal jade stones and pearls, —they dazzle the readers’
eyes and bring smiles to their lips. If we investigate the

’

1 p'y-sa % fK, the abbreviated form of p'u-t'i-sa-te % 32 FE £, the Chinese
transliteration of the Sanskrit dodhisativa. The term means one who has npt only be-
come a saint but also a co-worker in the great labour of salvation for the world.

I amindebted to K. L. Reichelt, Truth and Tradition in Chinese Buidhism,
Shanghai, The Commercia! Press, 1930, for many of these definitions.

3 P'u.hsien 9k B, Sanskrit Samantabhadra, the bodiisativa of mercy who
rides the white ¢lephant and who chose Mount Omei as his abode. He is usually paired
with the bodkisativa W én-shu 3¢ 3%, representative of wisdom, who abides on Wa-t'al
Shan & & 1. R



Oumei Shan Chih W J8 14 & Records of .Mozi'nrt Oimei and  Onrei”

T'u Shuo W JB % B The Omei Iliustrated G:dde.Bao'k we

can sure]y find such composnhons/ﬁ;’!éarly recorded in thesa

volumes. As soon as we open the. pa.ge they a.ppeur, phm-' :

ly, as if under one’s very h.md“'»

me to make useless repstition, + ;,!.‘?

Formerly I constructed a thabn?xed !mb in the mountums
and passed several summers .and wmtel there, subdmncr ’

" my passions and destnoyma' desxr& Suéidon]y, I became'

aware that the bo:lhisattva hud bequeahied ‘his mamie:ta.ho:n

to this human world, dmpl.xymu many varietiss of v1stble'

appearance& Perlmps it is a mv.ﬁ'[;ﬂr of foreoxda.med cau-

sation!  The amduld.r wonder is thah ®very bims, when winds

and clouds chan“e suddenly and f;mbasbica,lly, there appears

unexpectedfy a huge round bright circle, floa.l;mo' acmss the =

mountains, full of strange colours, gatheritg into splendour

At that moment, peaks, ridges, gras‘s,,and traes are all fresh,

gleaming; and. magnificent. Even whea the clogds and mists
bave already dispersed, this bright. éphere still remaios illu-
minated all by itself. Certaialy this is tha universally — shining
“Buddha’s Glory.” * amidst which appears a world of encir-
cling cottony clouds. A farther wonder is that before this
colourful cirele appears, clouds and mists must firsb come
into sight. Just at that moment, two strange birds soar
and glide to and fro, singing. together, “Buddha’s Glory is
appearing!” 2  They are, perhaps, the same as those men-
tioned in the O-mi-fo Sutra ™ W FE & named “Chiz Ling
Ping Ch'ieh”® 3 82 8 M, birds that can sing in the tones of
Buddba. Directly following the singing, this view* becomes

visible before one’s eyes. Again, this is another verification

Y Fu Ruang g %. a corona ol‘ rainbaw colours 1yinz on the cloud-flaor_below
the cliff, m which the spactator's shadow is cast.
? Fu Kuing hsien 4 % %,
s Clua -ling 3y ¥ means sweet or wontlerful. P’ing.ch’ich £ (4 means,sounds
hﬁtis the Fu Kuang,

.‘321191'9 is: no reason. ﬁo&‘

EA
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that the bodhisattvas make'.suggestiva revelations to all
living beings, Farthermore, when the setting sun sinks
westward and thé dark night grows heavy, among the
cliffs and ravines there appear myriad flitting lamp-lighis,*
flying in the emptiness, — bright stars come to pay homage
to P'u-hsien, This explains why the basic unity finds
countless different expressions due to the spiritual influence
of the bodhisaltvas,

Forbunatély, Mr. Phelps, an American who sojourns in
Szechuan at Lan T'ai Ssi, has written me saying that he
wishes to be familiar -with ‘the “genuine countenance” 2 of
this mountain. Any time when he has a vacasion, no matter
whether it be winter or summer, he likes to climb the
mountaiv. In spite of diificulties, he has sought and found
the best edition of the O Shan T"x Shuo, & book which he
régards as & precious treasure. He 1 s invited a fow -
cultivated scholars to revise it, transla d the book into
English, published it as a printed volum and offers it to
his fellow-countrymen, Hence, he asks rur a preface from
my pen. I sincerely hope that fine scholars, men of fame
of today who intend to travel to Omei, will find pleasure in

something more than the.superb scenery.

Monk Shéng Ch’in
Chieh Yin Tien

Mount QOmei

Min Kuo, 24th-year, 6th month, 27th day (27 July 1935).

1 Usually called the Sheng Teng W {3 the extraordinary phenomenon of Jumi-
nous I}Jheres bobbing up and down In the ravmes below the cliff.
2 Ths Chinese sayingis: @8 BRuREE - ‘It is difficult to recognize 1he

_genuine countenance of Lu Shan,’” for it is always covered by clouds and mists. The

words have also a deeper esoteric Buddhist meaning: One cannot really know the moun-
mn un)css he enters into its spirit.
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