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Preface

Millions of words have been written about hackers, but none coming
down to their Chinese branches, where an enormous population hides Hidden
Dragons and Crouching Tigers. So let us be the first group to unmask them,
an unknown detachment of the cyber world. Time goes by, and we’ve found
it is no easy task to wade through such a muddy field.-

The identification of a hacker proves to be the first challenge. Who, in
China, deserve the "honor” of being listed as a hacker? Hunters searching for
system bugs? Naughty boys playing software tricks? Or college guys addicted
to hacker techniques? Or rather those with mail - bombs and password
cracking?

At last, we agree upon one definition, a definition of our own: Hacker
comes out of the information age, a natural product of the IT devel-
opment due to the imperfect technology and the incomplete laws with it.

In his book Heroes of the Computer Revolution published in 1984, Steven
Levy pointed out that ” Because of their ethic and unconventional style,
hackers like Jobs and Wozniak were able to launch the * computer revolu-
tion, ’ resulting in the first personal computer (the Apple), which was easy to
use and which put programming power in the individual’s hands. ”

Hackers change with time. Most hackers of 1950s were typical ” bug
hunters”, proud of finding system bugs, but shamed of destroying data or
systems.

Although hackers today have different means, they have at least one
thing in common: their purpose is accessing computers of the others illegally,
some of them keeping in mind the motto of their originators: Access to
computers and hardware should be complete and total Information
wants to be free Mistrust Authority. You can create truth and beauty



on a computer. Computers can change your life for the better (Steven
Levy: Heroes of the Computer Revolution) .

So that is the Hacker Ethic.

Some hackers are even known as cyberbunkers, somewhat like those
hippies, trouble — making in the cyber place their greatest pleasure. Some
hackers, also known as crackers, use their computing skill only to violate
laws, peeping into business secretes and stealing account passwords.

They commit crimes.

We do not intend to judge between right and wrong. We lay bare the
cases and facts, and leave the decisions and judgements to our readers. Let
them judge and let them answer. So objectivity is one of the distinct features
of our book.

’

This is the first publication in China to place * hacker culture’ and ’
hacker technique’ together. At first, we want to write a book of pure *hacker
culture’. But during our writing, hackers kept attacking our computers, and
some even tried to steal the Book via Trojan.

Meanwhile, a nation — wide survey shows weak public awareness of the
importance of Internet security.

So we invited into our group Xionglie, a famous ex — hacker in China,
who wrote How to Defend Your PC, a chapter telling you how to treat snaky
hackers. We hopé this technical part will be both practical and precise.

And our editor Zhu Yunkai, an excellent editors with the CPCW, a
knowledgeable and popular IT weekly that enjoys the biggest circulation in
China, is introducing to our readers a New World, the Empire of China
Hackers.

We hope you’ll enjoy.

Editor in Chief: Ximu Chen
July 5, 2001
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