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INTRODUCTION

The Compendium of Materia Medica is a classical medical works with most active and
influence. During the 100 vears since its publication.it has made great contribution to the
development of traditional Chinese medicine and to the progress of the health of human be-
ing. Todav.it still plays an important role in the teaching . scientific research.medical treat-
ment of Chinese medicine.

In the book .there is a detailed desceription of the drugs. Comparatively.the illustrations
are simple .without three-dimensional effect.and with a great difference 1o the original sub-
stances. In order to make full usc of this great works.after consulting the documents con-
cerned and repeatedly making the textual criticism;we compile the Colored Atlas of Com-
pendium of Materia Medica.a reference book to the Compendium of Materia Medica.

According to the content of the Compendium of Materia Medica (published by Hua Xia
Publishing House in 1998.proofed and explained by Lui Hengru. Liu Shanyong).the atlas
contains 1242 drugs,2669 color photos (few additional photos are added at the end of each
volume ). These colored photos include the original animals, plants and minerals of the
drugs and the drugs themselves(including herbal piece). Besides Chinese names «most of the
drugs are given with English and Japanese names,and the original plants and animals with
Latin name. At the end of the atlas, there are indexes 10 Chinese., English and Japanese
names of the drugs or Latin name of original plants and animals for retrievaling.

All the colored photos of original medicinal plants.animals and mineral in the atlas are
photographed from the country by the compiler. and so are the photos of drugs from the
specimens. They are bright and lustrous. true to life and easy to be identified.

Since there are difference in the understanding and application of the drugs between the
ancient and modern people.the compiler made some additions when giving the photos to few
drugs. For example,Shang Dang Ginseng in the Compendium of Materia Medica refers to
Ginseng or codonopsis.there are different views. According to the Tao Hongjing’s descrip-
tion.its shape is long with yellow color. just like saposhnikovia divaricata.and its fruit is
full of sweet juice. So we believe Shung Dang Ginseng refers to codonopsis. In the atlas,
both Ginseng and codonopsis are included. Although western ginseng is not included in the
Compendium of Materia Medica.it is also included in the atlas due to being widely used to-
day. Tongcao refers to Mutong. There are several kinds of Mutong. In the book,it refers to
akebia trifoliata varaustralis of lardizabalaceae. But now it is more common to use caulis
aristolochiae manshuriensis of aristolochiaceae . and caulis clematidis armandii of ranuncu-
laceae as drug. Therefore. the above three are included in the atlas. Shasheng refers to
adenophora stricta of campanulaceae in the book. But today ,when Shasheng is prescribed.it

usually refers to redix glehniae processed from the root of glehnia littoralis of umbelliferae.
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So besides adenophora stricta and their drugs,glehnia littoralis and its drugs are included in
the atlas. Moreover ,some of the drugs in the book come from the virous kindred plants,and
part of that are included in the atlas. In the Compendium of Materia Medica,there are few
national protecting rare animals and plants. In order to respect the original book and main-
tain the original appearance ,the compiler gives the photos for them in the atlas. But it is for-
bidden to kill these rare animals and plants now,some substitutions are used in the clinical
treatments.

The atlas gives the color photos to the main drugs listed in the book of the Compendi-
um of Materia Medica. In each chapter,those without photo are listed after the drugs with
photos. Following are the drugs without photos:

1.Invisible substances: Zhongkui (a deity supposed to be a chaser of demons),Qi in the
human body ,soul, Fangmin etc.

2, Superstitious substances; Xiao Zi Shan (mourning apparel), Taofu (peach wood
charms against evil) ,Guishi (ghost feces),Jiuyuezhang (stick used to strike something when
lunar eclipse appeared) ,dust on the widow’s bedside;

35 Insanitary substances; Water in manger, washed hands and feet water, patient’s
clothes,dandruff,earwax,and dental calculus.

4,Substances cannot be included ethically: menses, pubisure, human bone and human
flesh etc.

The above mentioned substances mainly appear in the following chapters :Vol. 5 of the
Water Chapter,Vol. 6 of the Fire Chapter, Vol. 7 of the Earth Chapter, Vol. 37 of the Wood
Chapter, Vol. 38 of the Clothes and Utensil Chapter,Vol. 52 of the Human Chapter.

5,Unknown Substances ; Du Huo Jiang Jun,Zuo Na Cao, Zhe Ci Kui, E Bao,Jiu Xi-
an ZisJian Cao+Cao Gu,Xian Ren Zhang Cao,Ji Mu,Bu Diao Mu,Lin Shuo Mu etc.

6,Foreign Drugs which are difficult to find and seldom used:B: Li Le,Mo Li Li A Le
Bo.Zhi Han etc.

The Compendium of Materia Medica is a great classical pharmaceutical works with a
comprehensive knowledge. Due to its long history, some drugs remain unknown today,
some are disputable. Although there are some drugs having been made textual criticism,its
original substance is diffcult to find. So these drugs are not given with the photos in the at-
las. Since it is the first time at home and abroad to give the photos to the Compendium of

Materia Medica,inadequacy in the atlas(if any)will be corrected in subsequent edition.

Liansheng Shen
1998. 3
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