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1. POWER OF LOVE

The Beginning of the
World

In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.
Now the earth was formless
and empty, darkness was over
the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light.
God saw that the light was
good, and he separated the
light from the darkness.

God called the light “day,”
and the darkness he called
“ night.” And there was
evening, and there was mom-
ing—the first day.

And God said, “Let there be an
expanse between the waters to
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LOVE AND LIFE

separate water from water.”

So God made the expanse and
separated the water under the
expanse from the water above
it. And it was so.

God called the expanse “sky.”
And there was evening, and
there was moming—the sec-
ond day.

And God said, “Let the water
under the sky be gathered to
one place, and let dry ground
appear.” And it was so.

God called the dry ground
“land,” and the gathered wa-
ters he called “seas.” And God
saw that it was ‘good.

Then God said, “Let the land
produce vegetation: seed -
bearing plants and trees on the
land that bear fruit with seed in
it, according to their various
kinds.” And it was so.

The land produced vegetation:
plants bearing seed according
to their kinds and trees bearing
fruit with seed in it according to
their kinds. And God saw that
it was good.
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And there was evening, and
the third

there was morming
day.
And God said, “Let there be
lights in the expanse of the sky
to separate the day from the
night, and let them serve as
signs to mark seasons and days
and years,
and let them be lights in the
expanse of the sky to give light
on the earth.” And it was so.
God made two great lights——
the greater light to govem the
day and the lesser light to gov-
em the night. He also made
the stars.
God set them in the expanse of
the sky to give light on the
earth,
to govem the day and the
night, and to separate light
from darkness. And God saw
that it was good.
And there was evening, and
there was morning——the
fourth day.
And God said, “Let the water
teem with living creatures, and
3
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LOVE AND LIFE

let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the sky.”
So God created the great crea-
tures of the sea and every living
and moving thing with which
the water teems, according to
their kinds, and every winged
bird according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good.
God blessed them and said,
“Be fruitful and increase in
number and fill the water in the
seas, and let the birds increase
on the earth.”

And there was evening, and
the fifth

there was morning
day.

And God said, “Let the land
produce living creatures ac-
cording to their kinds: live-
stock,
along the ground, and wild an-

creatures that move

imals, each according to its
kind.” And it was so.

God made the wild animals ac-
cording to their kinds, the live-
stock according to their kinds,
and all the creatures that move
along the ground according to
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their kinds. And God saw that
it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make
man in our image, in our like-
ness, and let them rule over the
fish of the sea and the birds of
the air, over the livestock,
over all the earth, and over all
the creatures that move along
the ground.”

So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female
‘he created them.

God blessed them and said to
them, “Be fruitful and increase
in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of
the sea and the birds of the air
and over every living creature
that moves on the ground.”
Then God said, “I give you ev-
ery seed — bearing plant on the
face of the whole earth and ev-
ery tree that has fruit with seed
in it. They will be yours for
food.

And to all the beasts of the
earth and all the birds of the air
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and all the creatures that move
on the ground—everything
that has the breath of life in
it—1I give every green plant
for food.” And it was so.

God saw all that he had made,
and it was very good. And
there was evening, and there
was morning——the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth
were completed in all their vast
array.

By the seventh day God had
finished the work he had been
doing; so on the seventh day
he rested from all his work.
And God blessed the seventh
day and made it holy, because
on it he rested from all the
work of creating that he had
done.

The First Marriage

This is the account of the heav-
ens and the earth when they
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were created. When the LORD
God made the earth and the
heavens——
and no shrub of the field had
yet appeared on the earth and
no plant of the field had yet
sprung up, for the LORD God
had not sent rain on the earth
and there was no man to work
the ground,
but streams came up from the
earth and watered the whole
surface of the ground——
the LORD God formed the man
from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and the man be-
came a living being.
Now the LORD God had plant-
ed a garden in the east, in
Eden; and there he put the
man he had formed.
And the LORD God made all
kinds of trees grow out of the
ground——trees  that
pleasing to the eye and good
for food. In the middle of the
garden were the tree of life and
the tree of the knowledge of
7
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good and evil.

The LORD God took the man
and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of
it.

And the LORD God command-
ed the man, “You are free to
eat from any tree in the gar-
den;

but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, for when you eat of it
you will surely die.”

The LORD God said, “It is not
good for the man to be alone. 1
will make a helper suitable for
him.”

Now the LORD God had
formed out of the ground all the
beasts of the field and all the
birds of the air. He brought
them to the man to see what he
would name them; and what-
ever the man called each living
creature, that was its name.

So the man gave names to all
the livestock, the birds of the
air and all the beasts of the
field. But for Adam no suitable
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helper was found.

So the LORD God caused the
man to fall into a deep sleep;
and while he was sleeping, he
took one of the man’s ribs and
closed up the place with flesh.
Then the LORD God made a
woman from the rib he had tak-
en out of the man, and he
brought her to the man.

The man said, “This is now
bone of my bones and flesh of
my flesh; she shall be called
‘woman,’ for she was taken
out of man.”

For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they
will become one flesh.

The man and his wife were
both naked, and they felt no
shame.

WAL AL VIR, 16
BEE T FRERF i —
SR, BR AR,

Hfnte Mg ARAS L
P B & R — 1 &
A, St B AR BR AT

AV “XBREFH

B, AR, T RARR i
TN BRSNS
EBH R

Wb, N\EBRFFRXH5FE
TES, ABRAI—&,

Y RE ARG EEIF
A&t
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The Original Sin

Now the serpent was more
crafty than any of the wild ani-
mals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman,
“Did God really say, ‘You
must not eat from any tree in
the garden’?”

The woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat fruit from the
trees in the garden,

but God did say, ‘You must
not eat fruit from the tree that is
in the middle of the garden,
and you must not touch it, or
you will die.””

“You will not surely die,” the
serpent said to the woman.
“For God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.”
When the woman saw that the
fruit of the tree was good for
food and pleasing to the eye,
and also desirable for gaining
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wisdom, she took some and ate
it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her,
and he ate it.

Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they real-
ized they were naked; so they
sewed fig leaves together and
made coverings for themselves.
Then the man and his wife
heard the sound of the LORD
God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day,
and they hid from the LORD
God among the trees of the gar-
den.

The Flood and God’ s
Promise to Noah

Now the earth was corrupt in
God’s sight and was full of vi-
olence.

God saw how corrupt the earth
had become, for all the people
on earth had corrupted their
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ways.

So God said to Noah, “I am
going to put an end to all peo-
ple, for the earth is filled with
violence because of them. | am
surely going to destroy both
them and the earth.

So make yourself an ark of cy-
press wood; make rooms in it
and coat it with pitch inside
and out.

| am going to bring floodwaters
on the earth to destroy all life
under the heavens, every crea-
ture that has the breath of life in
it. Everything on earth will per-
ish.

But | will establish my covenant
with you, and you will enter
the ark——you and your sons
and your wife and your sons’
wives with you.

You are to bring into the ark
two of all
male and female, to keep them

living creatures,

alive with you.

Two of every kind of bird, of

every kind of animal and of ev-

ery kind of creature that moves
12
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