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Editors’ Note

This is a collection of 76 contemporary fables by 33 writers.

The fable has a long history in China, and it dates back
to the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods
(770-221 B.C.), when well-known thinkers and writers pro-
duced a great number of remarkable pieces still popular
among the common people today. Many more fables were
produced, but it is in the last few decades that the Chinese
fable has risen to prominence as a branch of literature, partic-
ularly in recent years, when fables by new writers have ap-
peared, animating an erstwhile dearth. Since the founding of
the Fable Association in 1984, fable writers and researchers
have compiled and published a Fable Dictionary and collec-
tions of stories, with Fable Magazine providing much morc
space for writers.

Most of the fables in this collection are the recent work of
well-known writers. Huang Ruiyun, a professor of Chinese
classics and over fifty years old, is famous for profundity
and meticulous observation in the genre, and Jin Jiang, who
has worked in this field for more than thirty years, has pub-
lished nearly thirty collections of fables which enjoy great
popularity, especially among teenagers. Ning Xi is one of
the more intelligent new writers and has published more than
a thousand pieces. Altogether, this book is a reflection of life
full of vivid characters and deep meaning.
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Two Carrier-Pigeons

A man had two well-trained carrier-pigeons. Each time he re-
leased them with messages, they reached their destination
correctly. But he soon discovered that they never arrived at
the same time. Sometimes one was earlier than the other or
vice versa. He wondered if perhaps the two birds occasional-
ly made a detour or took a wrong direction so that was
why they arrived at different times. Thus he hit upon the
idea of tying them together, so that they would fly together
in the right direction and arrive more quickly at their destina-
tion.

He put his scheme into practice, tethering the two pigeons
together with a foot-long rope and releasing them.

But the birds didn’t fly in formation keeping the same dis-
tance apart, nor could they fly at the same speed. The rope
became entangled. The more they wished to speed ahead,
the more they felt restrained. Finally they dropped from the
sky. On the ground they struggled to fly into the air again,
but failed and eventually died.

— If you let them fly freely to their destination, although
they may make a small detour or fly at a different pace, they
will arrive safely. Without such freedom, they will die en
route.
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A Pottery Jar and an Iron Jar

IN the king’s kitchen there were two jars. One was made of
pottery, the other of iron. The iron jar was very arrogant
and always looked down on the other one, sneering at it.

“Bet you don’t dare to knock yourself against
me, " jeered the iron jar.

““Quite right, dear brother,’
estly.

‘““That’s because you’re a snivelling little coward!’’ the
iron jar spoke contemptuously. :

“It’s not because I’ m afraid of you that I don’t want
to crash against you,’’ the pottery jar began patiently.
“QOur job is to be containers, not to knock against each
other. As far as our job goes, I'm just as good as you. In
fact....”’

““Shut up!”’ yelled the iron jar angrily. ““ How dare you
presume to be my cqual? Just you wait. 1’1l smash you to
pieces within a few days. Then you’ll be finished. But me,
I"11 last for ever! Nothing can bother me.""

““Come now, don’t talk like that,”’ said the pottery jar
trying to make peace with the other. ‘““We should try to live
together peacefully. There’s no need to pick quarrels with
each other.”’

“I’m ashamed just to be seen living together with
you,’’ roared the iron jar. ‘“Why you ... you’re just noth-
ing! O.K. then. Let’s wait and see. Sooner or later you’ll
be smashed to smithereens.”’

The pottery jar was silent.

Time passed and the world changed. The kingdom was de-
stroyed. The palace crumbled. The two jars were buried in
the ruins of the palace. The dust of the centuries covered the
ruins.

After hundreds of years had passed, some people came to
the place one day and started digging through all the deep

’

replied the pottery jar mod-
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layers of dust. Finally they found in their excavations the pot-
tery jar.

“Hey! Look at this! Here’s a jar!’’ a man exclaimed in
surprise. :

“Wow! It’s a pottery jar!’” They all laughed delightedly.

Carefully they all helped to remove the pottery jar from
the ruims. They dusted the earth from it and washed it
clean. It was exactly as it had once been in the king’s kit
chen — plain and beautiful, with its shiny black glaze.

‘““What a beauty!”’ one man cried in wonder. ‘“ We must
be very careful. It’s a priceless treasure. We mustn’t break
it.”’

“Thank you so much,’” the pottery jar cried in grati-
tude. ‘‘My iron jar brother was lying beside me. Please, will -
vou go and rescue him as well from the ruins? It was stifling
down there.”’

Immediately the men set to work. They searched carefully,
sifting the earth but could not find the iron jar. Instead, they
found only a few rusty scraps and even then they couldn’t
be sure if these were the traces of the iron jar. It had been
oxidized.

— Never emphasize another’s weaknesses by comparing
them to your own strengths. He may have good qualities
that you do not see.



W i 1

HXMEEAMART  —RAEMH ., —HRE&N.
BHsRE R EmE . XERET.

YREARERG ? BT T SRR Rl .

“OREY, BREESLA . VR AR R [0

‘BRAMERAH, RBART I EEL —BBREN

.

‘B LABBAR , BRI . TR R
Wik, “RATERNEFRERA AR HMIELN.
_ i;é%hi?ﬂﬂﬂ‘]ﬁimﬁ%?fﬁ. EALBHEEE. B
Pieee aee

CAEBE 7 KRR R AR  CRE R R R IR R
FEE,. BEATILX . FRBAEA . CET | RAKE
X8, 2R TR, 7

AR IR T P BRATIE R ARAL S, W
ftame t”

RRE - EBRBB EA REHAKRT 7 S
“FRATEEMER . BF K AREERBEER !

L) Z N

WEI B AES , iR ERATHFESHE, THE
KT . BBERT. MARTHERETERERE. HEAELN
M EERW T EENE L, —MEEEE - L.

WAL TELER . AFE—K, MIEDZE , #F
FrRRERER , R T AR .

‘B, XEE—RET U ATk

“HE, —HREgEE " e ARBEERNBUEX.

KA HREE . LT 5 LR R IR, BT, A
YEEEERNRTES R AEK , EW, MBS,

R EREGBEY AR ML E, FHBEE
FWT , XRERBAKRAE  BEMEDY. ~

CHPBORA T P A i R LR R TR
Fif L ERIHEERERE , E—2RE8ET. ”

MTIZEsF , Bk @ L L HMBRT . H, — 5%
BHEFOEF. — B ARG 2FEERAT. Af]

17



