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Foreword

When Collins CosuiLp Grammar Patterns 1: Verbs was published, | commented that it was
‘one of the most important and useful publications’ in the CoBuILD range. This volume is
the second in the innovative Grammar Patterns series, dealing with patterns of nouns and
adjectives.

To use words correctly and effectively, you have to arrange them in appropriate patterns.
The patterns that are special to a particular word you will find in Collins CosuiLp English
Usage; this book, on the other hand, deals with the patterns associated with groups of
words. It gives you a comprehensive account of the noun and adjective patterns of
English, using the evidence of The Bank of English which now stands at 350 million
words of current written and spoken English.

The presentation of patterns is not new, of course, in language teaching. In the fifties and
sixties the leading reference book for teachers and learners was A.S. Hormnby’s A Guide to
Patterns and Usage in English (OUP 1954). In that book, the principal grammatical patterns
of the language were set out using simple formulas, and the typical vocabulary for each
pattern was shown in examples. Then for a number of years patterns went out of fashion
in linguistics, but the advent of CosuILD in the eighties brought back an appreciation of
the importance of the environment of a word to its usage, even its meaning.

This last point is very exciting, because it shows that these pattern grammars are much
more than convenient ways of presenting the regularities of usage. During the early
research days of CoBuLLD, I became convinced that the meaning of a word was closely
related to the choice of which words occurred nearby, and their position. Fifteen years ago
this was actually difficult to think about; now the evidence is in front of you.

Through the reliability and objectivity of the computer evidence, words can be
subdivided according to pattern, and patterns can be seen to correlate with meaning —
that is to say, words with similar patterns have similar meanings.

For example, in Section 38 you will find the pattern consisting of a noun followed by the
preposition over and a noun group. The nouns with this pattern fall into several different
meaning groups, but many of them are used to talk about reactions (the ‘fuss’ group) or
feelings (the ‘grief’ group). The noun group following the preposition shows the cause of
the reaction or feeling.

...agrowing crisis over education... an outcry over the savaging of a six- year- old girl...
the growing scandal over the alleged smuggling of weapons from Lebanon... ﬂafmg
over reports of police corruption

...grief over the death of his wife... mounting pessimism over the chances of reaching
agreement.

We can now see that this relation between meaning and pattern is inevitable - that
meaning has a profound and systematic effect on usage. I am confident that our
continuing research in this area will bring meaning and pattern closer and closer
together.

So this book is not just a set of useful patterns of English that have to be learned. Itisalsoa
partial explanation of why the patterns are as they are, and why particular nouns and
adjectives have them - as the example above makes clear, This makes the patterns easier
to understand and recall, and enables you to use the language accurately and produc-
tively.

John Sinclair
Professor of Modern English Language, University of Birmingham
Founding Editor-in-Chief, CosuiLD



Introduction

This book presents all the patterns of English nouns and adjectives, and relates these
patterns to meaning. It is a companion volume to the Collins cosuiLb Grammar Patterns 1:
Verbs, The coding is based on the Collins cosuiLD English Dictionary (1995).

What patterns are

In most cases, a noun or adjective pattern is the noun or adjective and the words that
come after it. These words are often a prepositicnal phrase or a finite or non-finite clause.
Sometimes, however, the pattern involves words that come before the noun or adjective.
For example, a noun may follow a preposition, or the clause in which the noun or
adjective occurs may begin with it.

In the Collins cosuiLD English Dictionary, these patterns are coded in a simple way whereby
the elements in each pattern are set out in the order in which they occur. Thus, N that
means ‘noun followed by a that-clause’ and AD) for n means ‘adjective followed by forand
a noun group’. The capital N or ADJ indicates the noun or adjective that you are
concerned with; other nouns or adjectives in the pattern are indicated in small letters. For
example, AD) n means ‘adjective followed by a noun’ but adj N means ‘noun preceded by
an adjective’. We have used this same pattern notation in this book.

A pattern of a noun or adjective includes only those words that are typical of or significant
for that particular noun or adjective, not those that are just part of general noun group
structure. For example, most nouns in English are often used in noun groups that begin
with the. For the pattern the N, however, we include only those nouns or those senses of
nouns which always or usually follow the. However, we do also include sections
describing the patterns of comparative and superlative adjectives, which can be used with
all adjectives that have a comparative and superlative form. We also include patterns
which are used with all graded adjectives.

Some patterns occur very frequently, some are used with only a few nouns or adjectives.
In this book, we cover over 200 patterns. However, all the patterns are based on a very
small number of simple elements - n (noun or noun group), adj (adjective or adjective
group), to-inf (infinitive clause), that (that-clause), wh (wh-clause), and so on. A list of the
elements is given inside the front cover of the book.

The sections

This book is divided into two parts: part 1 gives information on nouns and part 2 gives
information on adjectives. The first sections in part 1 deal with the basic types of noun
and how they are used. The first sections in part 2 deal with the basic types of adjectives.

Most of the other sections in thisbook deal with one particular pattern, and most sections
have the same basic arrangement. Below we give an outline of what you will find in each
section.

Pattern information

Each section begins with a heading showing the main pattern dealt with in the section
and a simple description of the pattern, together with any other necessary information.
The beginning of section 23 is shown below.

vii
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Introduction

23 Nagainstn

The noun is followed by a prepositional phrase which consists of against and a noun
group. With some nouns, the preposition is sometimes followed by an *-ing’ clause. This
pattern is N against -ing.

Then there is a table with a shaded area showing the elements of the pattern, and simple
examples of the pattern. Here is an example showing the pattem table for the pattern N
against n.

Noun against | noun group/-ing clause -

the | battle against | a forest fire

a | campaign |against | drug traffickers
an | insurance | against | hard times

a | precaution | against | falling asleep

Meaning groups

One of the most important features of the Grammar Patterns series is its identification of
the link between pattern and meaning. This is the first time this has been done
systematically for all verb, noun, and adjective patterns.

The nouns and adjectives with each patten have been divided into groups according to
their basic meaning. For example, in the pattern AD] at n, there is a group of adjectives
meaning ‘skilful or unskilful’, such as clever, good, hopeless, marvellous, and terrible. There
is another group meaning ‘reacting in a particular way to an idea or situation’, such as
astonished, disappointed, nervous, pleased, and unhappy; and another group meaning
‘being angry at a situation or a person’, such as angry, annoyed, furious, indignant, and mad.
This division into meaning groups means that this book can be used as a grammatically-
based thesaurus.

Each meaning group is labelled with one (or more) of the nouns or adjectives in it: for
example THE ‘KEEN’ GROUP, THE ‘SHORT’ AND ‘HEAVY' GROU?P , and THE ‘OPTIMISTIC’ GROUP. The
meaning groups are numbered. If there are any nouns or adjectives that do not belong to
any of the meaning groups, they are put in a group called NOUNS WITH OTHER MEANINGS OF
ADJECTIVES WITH OTHER MEANINGS at the end. Before the meaning groups are described,
there is a list of all the meaning groups in that pattern.

Sometimes we give additional information about the pattern as it is used with nouns or
adjectives in a particular meaning group, for example that a wh-clause begins with a
particular wh-word, such as why, or that a prepositional phrase that is part of the pattern
typically has a particular meaning.

Examples

Each meaning group has examples to show the nouns or adjectives being used with the
pattern in question. These examples are actual examples of current English, taken from
The Bank of English corpus. Enough context is given to make the meaning of the noun or
adjective clear. The pattern is highlighted in bold, and the noun or adjective itself is
underlined.



Section 23: N against n

This example illustrates the pattern N about n with the noun joke:

l — ! about
noun I'musedto jokes about womendrivers. noun group
I ]
This example illustrates the pattern on N with the noun location:
[ ] : s+
on The filmwas shot on location in Washington DC. noun

This example illustrates the pattern AD) that with the adjective puzzled:
adjective

I'mjust puzzled thatyou always appear in the strangest places.
I

———— that-clause

Each group of examples is in alphabetical order according to the base form of the nouns or
adjectives that are illustrated.

We also mention and illustrate minor variations on the basic pattern. For example, at N
among n, meaning group 1, there is the following note and example.

Many of these nouns often or sometimes have the pattern N among pln
combined with another pattern, which is used to mention the content or topic of
the feeling, attitude, or view.

There is, though, a deep-seated belief among leading clubs that a parting of the
ways is Inevitable.
(N among pl-n that)

Lists

We have surveyed the patterns of about 10,000 nouns and adjectives, and this has
enabled us to produce a valuable resource in the form of comprehensive lists of the nouns
or adjectives in each meaning group. In most sections, these lists show €very noun or
adjective in the Collins cosuiLp English Dictionary which has a particular pattern. Where it
is necessary to clarify which meaning of a noun or adjective has the pattern in question,
we indicate this using the number of the relevant sense in the Collins coBUILD English
Dictionary.

The sections which describe the main types of noun and adjective, such as ‘Section 1:
Count nouns’, ‘Section 2: Uncount nouns’, and ‘Section 76: Graded and ungraded
adjectives’, list only the most frequent nouns or adjectives with a particular pattern. A few
sections do not include lists. These are: ‘Section 8: Proper nouns’, ‘Section 12: Nouns used
as modifiers’, ‘Section 18: num N’, ‘Section 30: N by n’, ‘Section 77: Comparative
adjectives’, and ‘Section 78: Superlative adjectives’.

Sometimes we say that a pattern is productive with a particular meaning, that is, many
nouns or adjectives could be used with this pattern, or are used occasionally with this
pattern. In this case, we list only the nouns or adjectives which are most frequently used
in that way.

ix



Introduction

The lists are set out in boxes as shown below.

ache 2 dependence 2(dg) mania !

addiction 7 dependency 3¢mug)  overload 2(information)
attack ¢ deprivation (sleep) pang

bug ¢ disorder 1,3 poisoning © 3 (feod)
cancer disturbance 3 strain 6

complaint 3 (skin} fetish 1 syndrome 2 (Gulf War)
condition 6 (heart) fit 2 (coughing) trouble 4 (back)
defect (speech) habit 3 (cocaine) upset 5 (stomach)

deficiency 1 (vitamin)  infection

¢ Sense numbers referring to the Colilins cosuiLo English Dictionary are shown where
necessary. A number such as 1.2 means sub-entry 1, sense 2.

o Ifanoun oran adjective is treated in the dictionary under another word, a ¢ symbol
is put before the sense number in the list. For example, if you look in the dictionary
for the noun poisoning ¢ 3, you will find it under sense 3 of the word poison.

e If a noun or an adjective is covered in the dictionary under the same word with a
different word class, a & symbol is put before the sense number in the list. For
example, If you look in the dictionary for the noun hiss t> 1, you will find it as part of
sense 1 of the verb hiss.

¢ Ifanoun oradjectiveis commonly used with another word that helps to illustrate its
meaning, that word is shown in brackets after the word in the list.

The list below illustrates the presentation of other information in lists.

atthe eleventh hour atthe first hurdle

at..juncture at..point at..stage

¢ Insections that present patterns where a noun follows a preposition, the preposition
is shown before the noun in the list.

o If the noun group usually begins with a determiner, the preposition and the
determiner are shown.

o If the noun follows a range of other words, such as a range of determiners and
adjectives, a row of dots is shown before the noun in the list.

¢ If the noun is used in two alternative phrases, both are shown, as in the list below.

atits he;iht/at the height of ... at its zenith/at the zenith of ...
atits peak/at the peak of ...
How to use this book

To find out which patterns a particular noun or adjective has, look it up in the Word Index
{page 553) and turn to the page(s) indicated to find it listed with other nouns and
adjectives with the same pattern and meaning. The Word Index also gives information
abaut the frequency of each noun and adjective. To find out which nouns or adjectives
have a particular pattern, for example N of n or ADJ to-inf, look the pattern up in the
Contents or in the Pattern Index (page 551) and turn to the section where it is dealt with.
An explanation of the grammatical terms used in this book is given in the Glossary (page
xiv). A list of elements used in the pattems is given inside the front cover of the book.



Advice for teachers

There are many ways in which this book can be used by teachers in planning teaching
material, and by learners using self-access materials. Here we describe a few ideas which
should inspire teachers and learners to think of more.

The book is a useful resource for the following activities:

e raising language awareness
e building vocabulary
e checking accuracy

Language awareness

Many teachers like to supplement reading or listening practice with exercises designed to
increase awareness of grammar and other aspects of language use. This book can be used
to indicate what is important about how a word is used and therefore what a teacher
might want to draw attention to.

Here is an example of a short passage about parents being elected to serve on councils that
will run schools in Chicago.

Voters have been going to the polis to elect new local councils, one for each school. There will be
six parents on each council, two community residents and two teachers. The new council
arrangement takes power away from the central education bureaucracy and tries to put it in the
hands of parents. Parents don't have education degrees. Parents don’t have subscriptions to the

leading education journals. Yef the consensus is that parents will do a better job of running the
schools.

The teacher may wish to draw attention to the use of consensus in the last sentence of this
passage, and may consult the index of this book to find the patterns that consensus is
commonly used with. One of these patterns is the N be that, which is described in Section
42 of this book. This pattern indicates that in this passage, the whole phrase the consensus
is that is important for the use of consensus. Section 42 also gives other words with a
similar meaning and the same pattern. Here are a few:

assumption  feeling notion thinking
belief hope rationale
expectation  idea theory

Learners can be asked to consider how using each of these nouns instead of consensus
might change the meaning of the passage.

The teacher might also wish to draw learners’ attention to other uses of the noun

consensus. In the description of the pattern N that (Section 20), this example is given:
There was still a remarkably strong consensus that care in the community was the right
policy.

In the description of the pattern N among pl-n (Section 24), this example is shown:
There is no consensus among us.

The teacher can therefore advise students that a clause beginning there is a consensus that

is a valid alternative to the clause in the passage, and that if the student wishes to name

the people who share the consensus, this can be done using a prepositional phrase
beginning with among.

Xl
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Advice for teachers

Another useful phrase in the passage is in the hands of. Section 66 in this book describes
the pattern in N. This section shows in the hands of as a phrase in the same meaning group
as in the care of, in the clutches of, and in the pocket of, among others. Again, learners can be
asked to consider the difference that the choice of each noun would make to the meaning
of the passage. At the same time they are made aware of the pattern associated with these
nouns.

Vocabulary building

Each list in this book contains words which have two things in common: they ailhave the
same pattern and they share an aspect of meaning. The lists therefore provide a resource
for learners to extend their vocabulary by learning words concerned with a particular
topic, function, or concept, and by learning the pattern of a group of words together with
the words themselves. Learners can be encouraged to keep a record of new words learned,
in their meaning groups, and together with their patterns.

For example, a student who has been reading about people’s lives and experiences may
have noticed sentences such as the following:

Iusually find people who are good at sport are usually very bad at everything else.

Pop was brillignt at his work.

I'was incompetent at playing the pianoe, and I was too lazy to learn how to read music, and
so 1 didn’t become a composer.

In each of these sentences, an adjective meaning ‘good’ or ‘bad’ (good, brilliant,
incompetent) is followed by a prepositional phrase beginning with at. This pattern is AD]
atn/-ing. Looking at meaning group 1 in Section 92 of this book, the learner can find a list
of similar adjectives:

adept expert new successful
bad good okay superb
brilliant great poor terrible
clever hopeless practised terrific
competent incompetent proficient unsuccessful
effective inept skilful useless
efficient lousy skilled

excellent marvellous slow

This list can be used for further vocabulary work. For example, a learner who is unfamiliar
with some of the words in the list can use a dictionary to check which mean ‘good’ and
which mean ‘bad’. Further distinctions can be made, and the learner might end up with
several lists of his or her own, such as:

‘good in a general way’

brilliant good marvellous superb

excellent great okay terrific
‘having a lot of skill’

adept efficient proficient

clever expert skilful

competent practised skilled



Advice for teachers

‘bad in a general way’

bad lousy terrible
hopeless  poor useless

‘lacking skill’

incompetent  inept

Checking accuracy

It is not always possible to tell from intuition whether a noun or adjective can be used
with a particular pattern or not. If a noun or adjective is given in this book as having a
particular pattern, this means that the noun/adjective and pattern occur reasonably
frequently in The Bank of English. Therefore, a teacher or learner can be confident that if
the learner uses a noun/adjective and pattern that is found in this book, the learner’s
usage is in accord with idiomatic English.

If a noun or adjective does not occur in the lists for that pattern, this means that the
noun/adjective and pattern does not occur or occurs infrequently in The Bank of English.
However, nouns and adjectives are more flexible in their patterns than verbs are, and ifa
word is not found in the lists in this book, it does not necessarily mean that it is incorrect
in a particular pattern, especially if it has a meaning that is similar to other words that are
listed. For example, the adjective dreadful does not appear in the list given above for the
pattern AD| at n. Examples such as I'mdreadful at trying on clothes do appear in The Bank of
English, but infrequently compared with the adjectives that are listed. Similarly, in
Section 20, the nouns that have the pattern N that include bitterness, jealousy, and
resentment, but not envy. The Bank of English does show examples such as I heard them
express envy that I was ‘so placid’, but these are rare compared with the examples for the
other words. It would not be true to say, however, that ‘dreadful at something’ or ‘envy
that’ are incorrect usages.

Some of the sections in this book must be used with caution as a guide to accuracy. Section
15, for example, which describes the pattern poss N, lists only those nouns which are
typically used with a possessive. If a noun is not found in the lists in that section, it cannot
beassumed that the noun cannot be used with a possessive, only that it is used in a variety
of ways, and the possessive is not particularly significant. This section can therefore be
used as a guide to what is important about a given noun, rather than whether a noun can
be used in a particular pattern.

Xiii
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Glossary of grammatical terms

active voice if a verb is in the active voice, the
Subject of the clause indicates the person or
thing doing the action or responsible for it, e.g.
Anine has given me a tiny black kitten. Compare
passive voice.

adjective group An adjective group may
consist of just one adjective, e.g. I was glad. Or
the adjective may have words before it, such as
an adverb, e.g. / was very happy or words after it,
such as a clause or a prepositional phrase, e.g. /
was pleased to see her... That was kind of you. An
adjective group is used to describe someone or
something, or to give information about them.

adverb of degree See grading adverb.

amount Anamount is a word or phrase
indicating an amount of something, for example
three hundred pounds, two per cent, three-foot,
e.g. It weighed as little as two grammes.

attributive adjective An attributive adjective
is one that is used in the pattern ADJ n. Compare
predicative adjective.

broad negatlve A broad negative is a word or
phrase thatindicates that something is wholly or
generally not the case. It includes absolute
negatives such as no and more general negatives
such as hardly, e.g. He thought there was hardly
any point in having a bath... In Britain there is little
call for green glass.

collective noun A collective noun is a noun that
refers to a group of people and that is used with
both singular and plural verbs, e.g. The
government is heading for defeat... The
government are denying that cuts must be made.
See section 7.

colour word A colour word refers to a colour. It
behaves like an adjective, e.g. The sky was blue,
and like a noun, e.g. ...several shades of yellow.
See section 129.

comparative The comparative form of an
adjective consists of the adjective with *-er’, e.g.
bigger, or the adjective following more, e.g. more
interesting. Only graded adjectives have a
comparative form.

Complement A Complement is a part of a
clause that provides information about the
person or thing indicated by the Subject. It tells
you what they are or what they are like. A
Complement typically follows a link verb and is
typically a noun group or an adjective group,
e.?. His father was an accountant.

finlte clause in afinite clause, the verb group
includes an indication of tense or modality, e.g.
It’s obvious you believe in happy endings.

graded adjective A graded adjective is an
adjective which has comparative and superlative
forms, or which sometimes follows a grading
adverb, e.g. Wools are softer now... Parkfield is
the most likely place for an earthquake... His
accent is fairly strong.

grading adverb A grading adverb is an adverb
such as fairly, slightly, or verywhich modifies a
graded adjective or graded adverb and

indicates the strength of the quality indicated by
the graded adjective or adverb, e.g. My left feg is
slightly shorter than my right... They re both very
hungry. These words are also called grading
modifiers and adverbs of degree.
rading modifier See grading adverb.
ﬂadeﬂn e adverb The indefinite adverbs are
anywhere, nowhere, and somewhere. They
indicate a place but do not specify the place, e.g.
There is nowhere for them to dgo.

indefinite pronoun An indefinite pronoun is a
pronoun such as anyone, nobody, and something.
It indicates a person or thing but does not specify
the person orthing, e.g. He has something new
toworry about.

infinitive clause An infinitive clause is a clause
beginning with the infinitive form of a verb, e.g.
I’m not so arrogant as to think that we are going
to win.

‘-ing’ clause An ‘-ing’ clause is a non-finite
clause beginning with the ‘-ing” form of a verb,
e.g. It's been good seeing you.

Introductory it Introductory it functions as a
‘dummy’ Subject or Object in a sentence,
without contributing to its meaning. It paints
forward to another clause in the sentence, e.g.
It’s excellent that you're coming... It seemed a
shame to betray his trust.

link verb A link verb is a verb like be, become, or
seem which needs to be followed by a
Complement. The Complement describes the
person or thing indicated by the Subject, e.g.
Only the children’s department seemed keen to
offer help.

modal verb There are eleven modal verbs in
English: can, could, dare, may, might, must, need,
shall, should, will, and would. They are used to
add meaning to a main verb, for example to
indicate how certain or possible something is, or
whether a course of action is recommended or
allowed, e.g. You would be a fool to turn this
down. See also phrasal modal.

non-finite clause In a non-finite clause, the
verb group does not include an indication of
tense or modality, e.qg. It's never easy to say
goodbye. Compare finite clause.

noun group A noun group may consist of just
one noun, e.g. Shewas afraid of dogs. Or the
noun may have words before it, such as a
determiner, adjective, or other modifier, e.g. on
the other side, or words after it, suchas a
prepositional phrase or arelative clause, e.g. We
were interested in people who knew things about
medicinal plants. A noun group may also consist
of a pronoun, e.g. This is really interesting to

me.

Object An Object is a part of an active clause that
refers to the person or thing that is involved in an
action but does not perform the action, e.g. /
was eating my dinner. A to-infinitive clause may
have an ‘understood Obiject’. For example, in
False documents are easy to obtain, false



