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Abstract

Entering the year of 1998, the world is facing the
turning of century. “Knowledge Economy” becomes one
of the most popular topics for discussion. Is it only a new
yet uncertain concept? What is its precise definition? Does
it have any new characteristics by which it can be differ-
entiated from conventional economy? What are its main-
stay industries? Will it bring about more severe unem-
ployment? What is the current situation of world knowl-
edge economy? What is the relationship between knowl-
edge economy and sustainable development? What about
its relations with science, technology, education, re-
sources and environment respectively? What are the chal-
lenges as well as opportunities brought to China by
knowledge economy? How should each family or each sin-
gle person get ready to meet the era of knowledge econo-
my? Where is knowledge economy bringing us to?

Dr. Wu Jisong, the author, graduated from the De-
partment of Engineering Mathematics and Mechanics of
Tsinghua University in 1968, is currently Director-Gener-

al of the Research Department of Environment and Re-



sources Committee of National People’s Congress, Vice
Chairman of the 6th World Conference on Science Parks
(Australia, 1998), Vice President of China’s Mining As-
sociation, Vice Chairman of Academic Committee of
China’s Association for Industrial Economy. In the past 2
decades, he has toured over 50 states and regions, 3 in-
ternational organizations as a visiting scholar, project ex-
pert, diplomatic counselor and international officer. In
this book, he answers, with his 8 year’s experience of liv-
ing and practicing abroad as well as investigating and re-
search on the particular topic, all those questions involv-
ing both theory and practice, and portrays a vivid and im-

pressive prospect of Knowledge Economy.
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