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CLASSICAL CHINESE
ARCHITECTURE
OF MOUNT PUTUO

The Ritual Place of Guanyin at the
Buddhist Land on the Sea

1. Mount Putuo——the Ritual Place of Guanyin

Mount Putuo, one of the four well-known Buddhist mountains (holy lands) in China,
is a small island in the outer ring of the Zhoushan Islands, Zhejiang Province, with an area
of 12. 5 square kilometres. Since ancient times it has been an important place for a seavoyage
eastward to Japan,or down south to the West. As early as in the Western Han Dynasty Mei-
fu came to the isle. He lived there in seclusion and tried to make pills of immortality. In the
Tang Dynasty, Hui’e,a Japanese monk,on his voyage back to Japan after receiving the stat-
ue of Guanyin (Avalokitesvara, a Bodhisattva)from Mount Wutai,a Holy Buddhist Land,
had to stop sailing when his boat had run up on rocks as a result of stormy waves some-
where around the isle. As he firmly believed that Guanyin was unwilling to take a sea-voy-
age eastward, he ashored and built the Unwilling-to-Leave Guanyin Temple together with
the local habitants. Since then many temples were constructed there one after other in vari-
ous dynasties in the Chinese history, thus forming the Ritual Place of Guanyin. Early in the

twentieth century, there were three major temples, eighty-eight monasteries and one hun-



dred and twenty-eight Maopeng (small cottage temples) at Mount Putuo, the Buddhist Land

on the Sea, and thousands of Buddhist priests lived there.

2. A Crisscross Network of Pilgrimage Paths

A Main path of pilgrimage from south (the lower seashore) to north (the higher moun-
tain top), in conjunction with the three bypaths from south, east and west make the numer-
ous temples of Mount Putuo a cluster of ancient architecture in the region.

Landing at the Duan Gu Dao Tou Ferry and starting from the Memorial Archway of
Nan Hai Sheng Jing (the Holy Land on the South Sea), a pilgrim or visitor steps on
Miaozhuangyan Pilgrimage Path. Passing the Zhengqu Pavilion, going down hillside, one
comes to Puji Temple. Walking along the street in front of the temple and turning north one
steps on another pilgrimage path i. e. Yutangjie Path with the mountains on its left and the
sea on its right. Along the path there are the Celestial Well and Qianbusha Sands (a thou-
sand steps long sandy beach) at the seaside and monasteries named Yuling, Heming,
Dacheng, Shuanquan, Yangzhi at the mountains. Turning east, passing Haihui Bridge and
walking through the Tianhou Pavilion,one comes to Fayu Temple,the second largest temple
at Mount Putuo. Leaving the temple one treads on Xianyun Path, a path of stone steps lead-
ing upwards to the Foding Mount alongside the mountain stream. On the way one can stop
at the Xiangyun Pavilion and look up at the mountain loft towering to the skies and a piece
of huge rock (Yunfushi stone) uprightly amidst clouds; turning round one can overlook the
blue waves of the boundless East Sea. Passing by the clouds-supported rock one soon reach-
es the summit of Mount Putuo. Huiji Temple is situated amidst the thick woods at the col.

To the southeast of Puji Temple a pilgrimage path leads down to the seashore. At the
end of this path there are many sacred spots, such as the Unwilling-to-Leave Guanyin Tem-
ple, the Tide-sound Cave, the Guanyin-tiao Stone (a legendary stone on which Avalokites-
vara first stepped after leaping over from the Luojia Mount). The west path of pilgrimage
beginning from the west of Puji Temple winds its way to the Guanyin-cave Monastery. On
the way along the hillside are located Pantuo Monastery and Meifu Monastery. The east
path beginning from Fayu Temple leads to the Fanyin-cave Monastery. Sited along the path
are the Viewing-the-Sea Pavilion and Wuzu Monastery. Further more there is a sea way of
pilgrimage to the Luojia Mount, a small island on which there are some small cottage tem-

ples.



3. Temples at Mount Putuo

Puji Temple is the main temple for worshipping Guanyin (Avalokitesvara, a Bodhisatt-
va) at Mount Putuo. The present temple buildings were built in early Qing Dynasty. On the
151-metre central axis were laid out the Front Gate, Tianwang Hall, Avalokitesvara Hall,
Buddhist Sutra Pavilion and the Abbot” s Hall. On the sides there are Numerous auxiliary
halls. The temple consists of some three hundred rooms altogether.

Fayu Temple, first built in the reign of Emperor Wanli, Ming Dynasty, has now ab-
out 300 rooms (bays) , Following the contour of the mountains six building compounds locat-
ed at the level one higher than other. The main hall is the Avalokitesvara Hall. At the cen-
tral part of the hall is the famous Nine Dragon Caisson Ceiling which, it is said, was taken
from the Imperial Palace of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing.

Huiji Temple was first built in the Ming Dynasty. The main hall is the Sakyamuni Hall
where the statue of seating Buddha Sakyamuni was enshrined. In front of the Sakyamuni
Hall are sited the Tianwang Hall with the Buddhist Sutra Pavilion and the Avalokitesvara
Pavilion on its sides.

In*.'addition to the three major temples, there are some renowned and well-reserved
monasteries as Xilei, Hongfa, Baihua, Yinxiu, Pantuo, Meifu, the Guanyin-cave, Fuquan
and Tianhuatang in the front mountain area, and monasteries as Yueling, Dacheng and

Shuangquan in the middle area.
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