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Preface

The National Museum of History has been an important repository of Chinese art since it was founded more
than forcy years ago on the 4th of December, 1955. Ies collection consists of artifacts from official
apptaptiation, private donations, and public purchases. It currently owns over 60,000 cultural artifacts
including bronzes, ceramics, porcelains, jade and stones, enamels, woods, lacquers, bones, textiles,
documents, currency and miscellaneous pieces; art objects comprise the rest including Chinese paintings,
calligraphy, western paintings, prints, photos, seals and accessories. No martter whether graphic arts,

handicrafts , folklore art or religious art, various kinds of art are all well represented.

Adhering to its principles of cultural promotion and social education, various catalogues have been published
covering bronzes, T"ang tri-color ceramics, jades from the Museum’s collection and contemporary artists’
calligraphy and painting such as Chang Dai-chien and Huang chun-pi. However, insufficient material and
manpower, as well as various conditions of subject and object not matching well enough so that any
camprehensive catalogue could be made, the museum has had to curtail its ambition to publish catalogues of

all its vazious collecrions.

Since I deeply feel the necessity of publishing reference wotks by the National Museumn of History, after T
took charge as the director of the Muscum, I asked the Department of Collection and Preservation to take
responsibility for arranging the photographic recording of all the artifacts. The tasks of arrangement and
photo taking have continued through last year. These catalogues are intended to be published as two parts,
contain the Muscum's entire collection for thirty-eight years from December 1959 through June 1997. The
section covering currency will be published separately as it contains numerous objects. According to the
Museum’s original plan of publishing the first volume of cultural artifacts and art in the Museum’s
collection, this artifacts catalogue consists of six major categories with more than 4,000 pieces including

bronzes, porcelains, jade and stones, textiles, and enamels as well as lacquers .

The scholarly significance of this caralogue is to create an efficient way to access such fundamental materials
as pictures, date, descriptions and sizes of the collection and to obtain rapidly the relevant information
through its index so that the Museum can provide the best service possible for international cultural
institutions, academic organizations, art scholars and the general public alike. Now published, this
comprehensive catalogue of the collection in the National Museum of History is virtually an essential record

in the history of the Museum. We hope you enjoy reading this valuable reference work.

N L

Dr. Kuang-nan Huang
Director
National Museum of History
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