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A Watering Place

Hayden

The Warwickshire Avon falls into the Severn here, and on
the sides of both, for many miles back, there are the finest
meadows that ever were seen. In looking over them, and behold-
ing the endless flocks and herds, one wonders what can become
of all the meat! By riding on about eight or nine miles farther,
however, this wonder is a little diminished; for here we come to
one of the devouring WENS: namely, CHELTENHAM, which
is what they call a “watering place”,that is to say, a place to
which East India plunderers, West India floggers, English tax-
gorgers, together with gluttons, drunkards, and debauchees of
all descriptions, female as well as male, resort, at the sugges-
tion of silently laughing quacks, in the hope of getting rid of the
bodily consequences of their manifold sins and iniquities. When 1
enter a place like this, I always feel disposed to squeeze up my
nose with my fingers. It is nonsense, to be sure; but I conceit
that every two-legged creature, that I see coming near me, is
about to cover me with the poisonous proceeds of its impurities. -
To places like this come all that is knavish and all that is foolish
and all that is base; gamesters, pick-pockets, and harlots;
young wife-hunters in search of rich and ugly and old women,
and young husband-hunters in search of rich and wrinkled or
half-rotten men, the former resolutely bent.be the means what

they may, to give the latter heirs to their lands and tenements.
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These things are notorious; and, Sir William Scott, in his
speech of 1802, in favour of the non-residence of the Clergy, ex-
pressly said, that they and their families ought to appear at wa-
tering places, and that this was amongst the means of making
them respected by their flocks! Memorandum: he was a member

for Oxford when he said this!
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Of Studies

Francis Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability.
Their chief use for delight is in privateness and retiring; for or-
nament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgement and
disposition of business. For expert men can execute, and per-
haps judge of particulars, one by one; but the general counsels,
and the plots and marshalling of affairs, come best from those
that are learned. To spend tooc much time in studies is sloth; to
use them too much for ornament is affectation; to make judge-
ment wholly by their rules is the humour of a scholar. They per-
fect nature, and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities
are like natural plants, that need pruning by study; zind studies
themselves do give forth directions too much at large, except
they be bounded in by experience. Crafty men contemn studies,
simple men admire them, and wise men use them; for they teach
not their own use; but that is a wisdom without them, and above
them, won by observation. Read not to contradict and confute;
nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and dis-
course; but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted,
others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digest-
ed; that is, some books are to be read only in parts; others to be
read, but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and
with diligence and attention. Some books also may be read by

deputy, and extracts made of them by others; but that would be
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only in the less important arguments, and the meaner sort of
books; else distilled books are like common distilled waters,
flashy things.

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and
writing an exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he
had need have a great memory; if he confer little, he had need
have a present wit; and if he read little, he had need have much
cunning, to seem to know that he doth not. Histories make men
wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtle; natural philosophy
deep; moral grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt
studia in mores. Nay, there is no stond® or impediment in the
wit, but may be wrought out by fit studies; like as diseases of
the body may have appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the
stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle walk-
ing for the stomach; riding for the head; and the like. So if a
man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in
demonstrations, if his wit be called away never so little, he must
begin again. If his wit be not apt to distinguish or find differ-
ences, let him study the schoolmen; for they are cymini sec-
tores®. If he be not apt to beat over matters, and to call up one
thing to prove and illustrate another, let him study the lawyers’

cases. So every defect of the mind may have a special receipt.
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The Beauty of Britain

J. B. Priestley

The beauty of our country — or at least all of it south of the
Highlands — is as hard to define as® it is easy to enjoy. Remem-
bering other and larger countries, we see at once that one of its
charms is that it is immensely varied within a small compass. We
have here no vast mountain ranges, no illimitable plains, no
leagues of forest, and are deprived of the grandeur that may ac-
company these things. But we have superb variety. A great deal
of everything is packed into little space. I suspect® that we are
always faintly conscious of the fact that this is a smallish island,
with the sea always round the corner, We know that everything
has to be neatly packed into a small space. Nature, we feel, has
carefully adjusted things — mountains, plains, rivers, lakes —
to the scale of the island itself. A mountain 12 000 feet high
would be a horrible monster here, as wrong as® a plain 400 miles
long, a river as broad as the Mississippi. In America the whole
scale is too big, except for aviators. There is always too much of
everything. There you find yourself in a region that is all moun-
tains, then in another region that is merely part of one colossal
plain. You can spend a long, hard day in the Rockies simple
traveling up or down one valley. You can wander across prairie
country that has the desolating immensity of the ocean. Every-
thing is too big; there is too much of it.

Though the geographical features of this island are compara-



