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Abstract

Based on international and domestic economic and planning theories
of the Central Business District (CBD), the author provided broad and
in — depth presentation on CBD zoning, function, scale, transportation,
and commercial development, using economic and urban development in
1980s as background. The author provided not only qualitative analysis
but also made a serious attempt to quantify result and statement. The ob-
jective of the dissertation is to clarify current myth in China on CBD, to
develop a logic path to modern CBD planning theory, and to provide a
useful reference, based on theory and practice of CBD, to the planning
and construction of CBD in Chinese cities like Beijing.

First, the book stated trends of moderm economic development,
characterizing the formation of “global cities” originated from the major
metropolitan areas in the world due 1o globalization of economy. Content
of the theory of CBD was defined based on the functions in global eco-
nomic activities. Next, in — depth investigations and comparison were
made to the case studies of CBD to derive key elements such as: origina-
tion and zoning characteristic of CBD,-function and functional evolution
of CBD, and operations of commercial development. Last, detailed in-
vestigation and analysis were made based on first hand results from sur-
vey of Chinese cities like Beijing on major issues of CBD; zoning, plan-
ning, function, scale, transportation, and development operation. Sug-
gestions and recommendations were made based on the analysis and com-

parison of the survey results and the CBD theory.
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