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Alice

Wonderland

Lewis Carroll

25N

Lewis Carroll wasthe pen-name of the Reverend
Charles Dodgson.

-Born in 1832, he was educated at Rugby Public
School of Oxford, where he spent the rest of his
life teaching mathematics.

He never married but he loved children and
spent a lot of his time with them.

Alice in wonderland and Alice through the
looking glass were written for the daughters of
a friend, Dr. Liddell.

He also wrote nonsensical poems and other
absurd stories.
He died in 1898.
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ALICE IN WONDERLAND

DOWN THE RABBIT-HOLE

Alice and her sister were sitting on a bank'. Alice’s
sister was reading a book and Alice was not doing
anything. She looked into her sister’s book.

“What is the use of a book without pictures or
conversations?”’ she thought.

Alice was considering picking some daisies® to
make adaisy chain when suddenly a white rabbit with
pink eyes ran close® by her. The rabbit was talking to
itself:

“Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be too late!” it said.

Then it did a strange thing. It took a watch out of
its pocket and looked at it. Then it hurried on.

“How strange,” thought Alice. She jumped up and
followed it. When therabbit disappeared down a large
rabbit-hole, she wentdownintoit, too, without thinking
how she was going to get out again.

At first it was a long tunnel but then Alice began
falling down and down. She fell for a long time.
Perhaps the well* was very deep, or perhaps she was
falling very slowly. She fell so far she began to think
she was going to Australia,

Atlast she got to the bottom’. She stood up and saw
the White Rabbit running along a long passage. Alice
ran like the wind and was getting nearer the Rabbit.
Then, turning a corner, she could not see him. She was
in a long, low hall with lots of doors. They were all
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Make questions about Alice using the key words:

1) Where - sitting
2) What - doing
3) What - considering
4) Who follow
Now make questions about the White Rabbit:
5) What colour - eyes
6)
7)
8
2.
1. bank: the side of a river.
2. daisies: flowers.
3. close: near.
4. well: tunnel going down into the earth.
5. bottom: lower end,



focked. She was wondering how to get out, when she
saw alittletable andon it was atiny, golden key. It was
too small to open the doors.

Suddenly. Alice saw a tiny door about fifteen
inches' high. The key opened it! Looking inside, she
saw a beautiful garden.

“T wish I could be like a telescope™, thought poor
Alice, “then [ could go through this door.”

She went back to the table and this time she found
abottle on it. On the boitle was a label® with the words
“DRINK ME” printed on it.

Alice was not stupid. “First | must see if the word
“Poison™ is written on it,” she said to herself.

After examining the bottle, she took asip*. It tasted
of cherry-tart, pineapple, roast turkey and toast, so she
drank it all.

“What a curious feeling!” thought Alice, “I'm
shutting up like a telescope!”

Soon she was only ten inches tall. Now she could 20
through the little door. But, alas®, the key was onthe table
and Alice was too small to reach it. She began to cry.

“Come, there’s no use in crying!” said Alice to
herself, rather sharply. (She usually gave herself very
good advice.)

She stopped crying and then she saw a very small
cake under the table. On it were the words “EAT ME”",
written in suttanas.

“T'lleatit,” she decided. “If 1 grow larger I can get
the key, if I grow smaller I can get under the door.”

She took a bite. “Which way? Which way?” she
said, holding her hand on her head to feel which way
itwas growing. Nothing happened, whichis, of course,
quite normal when one eats a piece of cake, but Alice
was used 10° unexpected things happening; ordinary
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3. Match the adjectives below with the nouns they modify
on r.6 and make complete sentences: tiny - golden -
curious - deautiful - poor - stupid - unexpected - small

e.g. tiny - key

On the table thene was a tiny key.

4. Explain the ioliowing sentences in your own words:
e.g. She was wondering how to get out.

of the hall as all the daors were (ocked,

7). Iwish [ could be like a telescope.

2)  First | must see if the word "Poison” is written on it.

3)  I'm shutting up like a telescope.

4) She beganto cry. (Why?)

inches: one inch = 2.5 cm approx.

. label: rag.

< poison: a substance that can kill people if eaten or drunk.
- sip: small raste.

alas: unfortunately. i

. used to (1o be used (0): accustomed, in the habit of.
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life seemed dull' and stupid. She decided to eat the
whole cake.

THE POOL OF TEARS?

“Curiouser and curiouser!” cried Alice, forgetting
her grammar. “I'm opening up like a telescope!
Goodbye feet! Poor feet! Who will put on your socks
and shoes now? [ shan’t be able to; you are much too
far away!”

Atthat moment her head hit the roof; she was now
more than nine feet” tall. Sheran and got the key. Poor
Alice. When she went to the door, she saw that she
could never get through. She began to cry again.

“Stop that,” she said to herself, fiercely. But she
could not, °

Suddenly she heard a noise. It was the White
Rabbit. He was splendidly dressed and carrying a pair
of gloves and a fan®.

“Oh! The Duchess! The Duchess! She will be so
angry if I keep her waiting!™ he was saying.

“Excuse me, Sir...” began Alice. The Rabbit was
so frightened that he dropped the gloves and fan and
ran quickly away. Alice picked them up.

“What strange things are happening today,” she
thought. “Whoam [? AmIMe? Or am [ Mabel? Oram
I Ada?”

While she was thinking, she looked down and saw
that she had put on one of the Rabbit’s gloves.

“I'must be getting smaller,” she thought. She was
fanning herself with the fan and she realized that it
was this that was making her smaller. She stopped just
in time before disappearing completely!

“At last I can go into the garden,” said Alice. But
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5. Lookatthis: “Curiouserand curiouser!”Whyisitwrong?
Correct Alice: ....... e
Now make sentences with the following adjectives in
their comparative form: . .
angry - frightened - strange - dull - stupid - fierce
6. Look at this: ... much too far away ...
far away - too far away - much too far awsy
Choose from much/very/manyto compiete the following
sentences:
1) tam............. too big to go down that rabbit-hote.
2) Alicewas.................. stupid to drink the liquid in the bottle
without knowing what it was.
3) Alice became ................. smaller after fanning herself
with the fan.
4) TheRabbitwas............... too frightened to speak to Alice.
5) TheDuchesswillbe....... ... ... angry ifthe Rabbit s late.
6} strange things were happening to Alice.
............................................................ (2 answers).
1. dull: monotonous, horing.
2. tears: the liquid that comes out of your eyes when you cry.
3. feet: one foot = [2 inches.
4. fan: an object used for making you feel cool.



when she got to the door it was locked again and the key
was back on the table. “Things are worse' thanever!”’ she
said. “And I was never as small as this before, never!”

As she said this, she slipped and fell , splash!, into
deep, salty water. “What'’s the sea doing here? Well,
perhaps there’s a railway station too, then I can go
home by train.” (Alice always went to the seaside by
train.) Then she understood that she had fallen into the
tears she had cried when she was nine feet tall.

“Ohdear! Suppose® [ drown?in my own tears! That
will be aqueer thing.” Luckily she managed to swim
to the shore.

PIG AND PEPPER

Alice wasstanding looking at ahouse when a postman
suddenly came along and knocked on the door.
Actually he looked more like a fish than a postman.
but he was dressed like a postman.

The door opened and there stood a frog - or was he
a butler? The Fish-Postman said: “For the Duchess.
An invitation to play croquet.™

From inside the house. Alice could hear a lot of
noise: howling® and sneezing” and, every now and
then. a great crash like breaking plates. She knocked
on the door,

“There’s no point knocking on the door,” said the
Frog-Butler."when I'm out here with you. l can’t let
youin.”

“Well, how can I get in. then?” asked Alice.

“Now, if you were inside and you knocked. I could
open the door and let you out,” answered the Frog-
Butler. “But you aren’t.” He sat down. “And1 shall sit
here till tomorrow...”



7. Alice’sconclusionabouttheseasidewasIlloglcal,wasn’t
it? Make up other illogicai conclusions using the
following information:

1) Xmas - snow

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

8. Some words do notmean what they appear to mean. For
example, actually means in fact, really.

What about the following words and expressions - do
you know what they mean? Write a sentence with each.

At present

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

worse: comparative of bud.

suppose: imagine if.

drown: die in water.

queer: peculiar, strange.

howling: crying loudly.

sneezing: what you do when you have a cold, or sniff pepper.



